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Happy Holidays!

¡FOTÓGRAFOS!
Si quiere participar en la
9a edición anual de fotografía
de REVUE en enero 2012, por favor
envíe 3 fotografías en alta resolución
con el título/lugar, su nombre,
sitio web o como desea que
aparezca el crédito a:

fotos@revuemag.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS!
If you would like to participate in the
9th ANNUAL PHOTO ISSUE
of the January 2012 REVUE,
please send 3 of your HI-RES photos
with caption/location and your name
and website for the credit line to:

photos@revuemag.com
before December 10, 2011

antes de dic. 10, 2011
Gracias, esperamos con ansias otro
montón de imágenes increibles.
—Equipo REVUE
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Thank you, we look forward to
another batch of incredible images.
—REVUE staff
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From the Publishers

I

f you are not sure what to buy a loved one
for Christmas, or any occasion for that matter, we have some suggestions. In the book
category, turn to page 17 for Dianne Carofino’s preview of Guatemala: People and Tradition. Photographer Santiago Albert’s black and
white work evokes the splendor of the human
experience in a unique style that speaks as much
about himself as it does of his subjects. For a
fanciful gift, Anna-Claire Bevan covers the innovative work done by members of Creamos, a
group of women whose lives have been transformed—from scavenging trash to creating oneof-a-kind jewelry. In the world of art, Jack and
Joy Houston feature What Will I Do With the
Gold? El Attico is the venue for an exhibition of
Al Thompson’s unique gilded, sculptured prints,
any of which might be the perfect gift for someone you love.
For travel inspiration, Anna-Claire Bevan
reports on swinging from the trees in Jalapa,
writer Carla Berryhill warns that Santa Cruz La
Laguna may be habit forming; and Blake Nelson
takes us Volcano Climbing.
On the education front, read all about IGA’s
Commitment to Culture; Elizabeth Bell explains
What is Happening with the Palace of the Captains General; Linda Green covers where Sleeping Dogs should lie, and Ken Veronda paints a
picture in words about the splendor of Spices in
Sensuous Guatemala.
Congratulations to many businesses celebrating anniversaries this month, including La Antigua Galería de Arte, La Casbah and the Centro
de Formación de La Cooperación Española.
REVUE ONLINE debuts DateBook postings, page by page magazine reading, back issues
and of course updates as they happen. It’s a big
wide world, and we’re so glad that we can stay
in touch, be it in print, in RevueOnline, and on
Facebook, and Twitter. From all of us to all of
you, we wish you a wonderful holiday season!
—John & Terry Kovick Biskovich
14

Guatemala’s English-language Magazine

publicidad@revuemag.com • consultas@revuemag.com
Publishers/Editors: John & Terry Kovick Biskovich
Associate Editor: Matt Bokor
Writers: Elizabeth Bell, Carla Berryhill, Anna-Claire Bevan,
Matt Bokor, Cynthia Burski DVM, Dianne Carofino, Linda
Green, Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth, Jack & Joy Houston,
Blake Nelson, Maritza Ortiz, Ken Veronda
Creative Director/Graphic Design: Rudy A. Girón
Graphic Design: Elvira Méndez
Photography: César Tián
Contributing Photographers:
Club Fotográfico de Guatemala: www.clubfotografico.org
La Antigua Manager: César Tián
Production Director: Mercedes Mejicanos
Administrative Assistant: Andrea Santiago
Systems: José Caal, Luis Juárez, Diego Alvarez
Distribution: César Tián, Oscar Chacón, Luis Toribio
Maintenance: Silvia Gómez, María Solís
Sales Representatives: Ivonne Pérez, César Tián,
Denni Marsh, Fernando Rodas, Luis Toribio,
Lena Johannessen
Revue Webmaster: Rudy A. Girón
Printed by: PRINT STUDIO
Publishing Company: San JoaquÍn Producciones, S.A.

Revue offices:
LA Antigua
6a calle poniente #2 (Central Office)
PBX: (502) 7931-4500
publicidad@revuemag.com
SAN CRISTÓBAL Denni Marsh Tel: 2478-1649 Fax: 2478-1595
El Salvador revue.elsalvador@gmail.com
El Salvador Regional Manager: Lena Johannessen
Col. Centroamérica Calle San Salvador #202, San Salvador
TelFax: (503) 2260-7475, 2260-1825 Cel: 7981-4517
Opinions or statements printed in the Revue are not necessarily
those of the publishers. We welcome your comments.

40,000 readers monthly
PRINT / ONLINE

REVUE is distributed free, and available at:
Hotels, Restaurants, Travel Agencies, Car Rental Agencies,
Embassies, Spanish Schools, INGUAT offices, Shops,
and other public places in the following areas:
Guatemala City, La Antigua, Quetzaltenango, Lake Atitlán,
Cobán, Petén, Río Dulce, Lívingston, Monterrico, Retalhuleu;
as well as locations in El Salvador, Honduras, and Belize.

REVUE

PRINT • MOBILE • ONLINE
PBX: (502) 7931-4500
www.RevueMag.com

15

TRAVEL by Anna-Claire Bevan www.annaclairebevan.wordpress.com

Off the Beaten Track: Jalapa
Private Nature Preserve

Cascadas de Tatasirire

I

f Sacatepéquez boasts La Antigua
Guatemala, Alta Verapaz offers
Semuc Champey and within Petén’s
jungles lie the impressive ruins of
Tikal, El Mirador and other ancient cities,
what exactly is there to see and do in the
department of Jalapa?
Answer: extreme adventure combined
with biodiversity!
Just over two hours outside of Guatemala City, hidden in the subtropical mountains of Jalapa, sits Cascadas de Tatasirire,
a solar-fuelled retreat in an ecological park
bursting with activity. Seemingly in the
middle of nowhere, the acres of beautifully
preserved forest are filled with outdoor entertainment for all ages: swings, canopies,
waterfalls and rappelling.
Declared a “protected area” in 2003 by
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Guatemala’s environmental body CONAP
(Consejo Nacional de Áreas Protegidas), the
eco-park is a sanctuary of flora and fauna
which uses its natural environment to fuse
recreation with low-impact tourism. The
innovative project champions rural development and gives a unique insight into
the surrounding indigenous cultures of the
Xinka people who co-exist alongside the Pocoman and Ladino communities.
The main attraction is the course of 12
swings spread throughout the forest, offering
various levels of aerial exhilaration. Threading yourself through ropes and launching off
each of the platforms, you feel like Tarzan
swinging through the forest—just remember
to hold on with both hands as some swings
are 6-12 meters above the ground!
Next step is to brave the ...cont. page 84

Community Service text/photos by Anna-Claire Bevan

Members of Creamos
behind of one of their
jewelry display stands

Creamos

What started out as a fun crafts workshop has become a resource
for entrepreneurship, enabling many of its members to escape the
dangers of working in one of Central America’s largest garbage dumps.

S

oda cans, milk cartons and newspapers aren’t at the top of most people’s
Christmas lists, but this year the impressive creations of Creamos should be.
Using old magazines and cardboard boxes,
25 women, who used to make a living scavenging in the municipal garbage dump,
have been able to start their lives over again
and escape the poverty of their past.
Three years ago a group of women from
an adult literacy program in Guatemala
City learned how to make jewelry out of
recycled materials, and since then they
haven’t stopped. The small crafts workshop has quickly became an independent
business, which recently started exporting
goods to the U.S.
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Creamos, which means “let’s believe”
and “let’s create” in Spanish, is focused on
sustainable entrepreneurship and consists of
a group of mothers who are all learning to
read and write at Camino Seguro (Safe Passage), an NGO that works with Guatemala
City’s garbage-dump community.
The mothers, who all live close to the
project, study for two hours a day and then
create their jewelry at home—this schedule
provides flexibility in caring for their children. Once a week the women come to the
project for a group meeting where they turn
in their work, conduct peer reviews and receive a payout from the previous week’s sales.
“I worked in the garbage dump for 12
years but I much prefer ...continued page 38

BOOK ALERT by Dianne Carofino

I

photographs by Santiago Albert

People of
Tradition

n Guatemala: People of Tradition,
photographer Santiago Albert and
editor Christine Wilson give us the
gift of a Guatemala that reflects the
contemplative aspect of this holiday season.
Without the noise of vibrant color, the focus turns from the pageantry of feasts and
fiestas to the quiet of inward reflection,
perfectly demonstrated by black and white
photographs. We see the young boy carrying the man-sized anda in a La Antigua
Guatemala Lenten procession, and his need

to reach for inner strength. We see candlelight reflect peace in an Esquipulas cave
dedicated to the Black Christ. We feel the
seriousness of an Olintepeque offering to
king San Pascual, venerated by the K’iche’
as holy death.
In Guatemala: People of Tradition, we see
the depth of feeling, reverence and respect
that has created the colorful outward pageantry that identifies Guatemala to the rest
of the world. ...continued page 74
17

Archaeological News

by Matt Bokor

Historic sites in
Guatemala, Belize
on global watch list

T

he Mayan ruins of Quiriguá in Izabal and El Zotz
in Petén, as well as the historic architecture of Belize
City, have been included on the World
Monuments Fund (WMF) 2012
Watch, a list of cultural heritage sites
around the world at risk of damage or
destruction from a variety of threats.
With a mission of preserving the
world’s architectural heritage of significant monuments, buildings and
sites, the WMF listed 67 locations in
41 countries in its 2012 Watch. Three
Central American locations were included:
Quiriguá
An archaeological site dating to the
Mayan Classic period, Quiriguá is
a complex of pyramids, terraces and
18

Archaeological site of Quiriguá

stairways. The
site is best
known for its
superb sculptures, including outstanding
stelae.
Quiriguá was
added to the
UNESCO
World Heritage List in
1981.
Q u i r i g u á ’s
long-term
preservation is challenged by a number of factors, according to the WMF. Illegal timber
extraction and deforestation from farming
have greatly increased the risk of flooding, as
more than 70% of the forest cover in the surrounding valley has been lost. While a man-

Archaeological site of El Zotz

agement plan has been developed to help, implementation
is constrained by limited resources and encroachment of
surrounding private industry.
El Zotz
Nestled in the dense forest
of the Biotopo San Miguel
la Palotada, the Mayan archaeological site of El Zotz
features pyramids, palaces,
plazas, and a ball court.
Deforestation and looting
pose constant challenges, according to WMF. A pyramid
is in danger of collapse from
unstable trees, and the progressive erosion in a looter’s
trench is damaging the stucco
façades of structures. Many

tourists visit El Zotz as part
of tours to nearby Tikal.
Belize City
Established in the mid-17th
century as a trading post for
precious woods, Belize City
has many colonial buildings
that are quickly deteriorating,
according to WMF. An inventory and protection strategies are greatly needed to ensure the preservation of these
historically significant houses,
the group said.

For more information visit
www.wmf.org
Photos courtesy of Arturo Godoy
(www.arturogodoy.com) & Dirección
General de Patrimonio Cultural y
Natural del Ministerio de Cultura y
Deportes of Guatemala.
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Artist Profile by Jack and Joy Houston

What Will I Do with the Gold?

“M

y name is Thompson because da Vinci was already taken,” Al quips in
his typical, quick humor. In fact, there are
similarities between the 15th century artist and Al Thompson, born in 1928. Both
justly claim a diversity of talents: painting,
sculpting, inventing, writing, to name a
few. An exhibition of Al’s most recent creations opens December 3 at el attico, 4a.
Av. 15-45, zona 14, Guatemala City. He
calls his art form ‘sculpting the print’.
It all began about 20 years ago when
archaeologist and La Antigua Guatemala
resident Ed Shook recognized the artist in
teacher/educator Al Thompson and offered
to sell him six ‘books’ of 24Kt gold leaf on
tissue paper pages. That sounded interesting,

so “Sure, why not?” thought Al. He bought
the little books, about five inches square,
stamped Made in Germany, then forgot
about them for years while he painted with
oils, cultivated coffee, devised equipment
with which to process it and wrote books.
Eventually, there they were again.
“What will I do with the gold?” he asked
Antigua friend Barbara Leaver. Barbara
remembered seeing the work of Gustav
Klimt in Austria and brought Al a book
of prints. Early in the 20th century Klimt,
recognized as Vienna’s greatest painter,
used gold to bring life and energy into his
Byzantine-inspired mosaic style paintings.
“The problem with prints is that they’re
inert compared to originals,” Al and his
friends agreed. He played with ideas of how

to re-energize the prints with gold. “Living
in Guatemala is marvelous. If I get a yen
to do something, there’s not a pile of peers
to question it. No one said, ‘Don’t do that!
Why are you wasting that gold!’ ”
The first challenge was how to lift the
fragile gold leaf from the tissue page without
disintegrating or destroying it. “Gold leaf is
3/100,000 of an inch thick!” He figured out
that he could slide the gold leaf onto waxed
paper, then ve-e-e-r-y carefully, but also very
quickly, pat onto it a layer of tissue paper
brushed with white glue. To his delight he
discovered that this not only stabilized the
gold leaf, but it shriveled and shrunk into
attractive texture. A second layer of tissue
glued to the first secured the sheet.
Next, how to use the sheets of gold leaf.
Paint with enamel? Use as background or
mats? Enhance prints? Yes, yes and yes. He
experimented with these and “all by accident” came up with the idea of “sculpting
the print. Then I fiddled with the glass idea

to float the print over gold background.”
In addition to Klimt works, “I googled
icon,” he states proudly, and searched the
web for non-copyrighted masterpieces and
manuscripts from all over the world—Italy,
Greece, Turkey—to print out and make copies. Then, with a razor knife, sensitive to the
line and form intrinsic to the subject, he meticulously cut out the details to gild. “I laid
the print on the glass first, because my wife
doesn’t like me to cut through the table.”
Carolyn, Al’s wife and clearly valuable
consultant, comments that Al is engrossed
in his work before dawn. “He spends a lot of
time just staring at the print, coming to the
right interface between gold and picture.”
Al agrees. “About three in the morning I
see these pictures in my head and get ideas
about how to make them come out, to actualize them.” Added adornments of flamboyant swirls and zigzag loops achieve just the
right balance to enhance the subject.
...continued page 48

far left: The artist reviews the gilded, sculpted prints. left: The finished collection hangs on a wall of the
Thompson home. above left: Madonna and Son, Italy, 15th century. above right: Ancient Greek goddess
Pallas Athena—print of Gustav Klimt original, gold-enhanced by Thompson.

DATEBOOK
DECEMBER guide to culture and upcoming events

1

Thurs., 7pm — ART: Inauguration of
24 manzanas (24 apples), 24 artificial
apples beautifully painted by 24 different artists including Dulce María, Ingrid
Klussmann, Héctor Sitán, Doniel Espinoza, Manuel Barrientos, Pascual Monroy, and emerging artists Jhony Cruz, Jimy
Yess, Sabas Espinoza, among others. Exposition and sale. Cocktail. Andante Galería
de Arte (tel: 4360-7840) 8a av. 12-19, z. 1,
Centro Histórico, Guatemala City.

compiled by mercedes mejicanos

2

-3 & 4 Dec., 11am-10pm —FESTIVAL: Celebrating the renovation at
the Museo Lacustre. The museum features
pottery and stone works brought up from a
sunken Mayan ceremonial center that existed on a now-submerged island in Lake
Atitlán. The festival will include daily activities, conferences on underwater archaeology, also multi-media presentations, and
more. Info: www.eventosantiguaguatemala.com. Calle Santander (Posada de Don
Rodrigo), Panajachel, Lake Atitlán.

3

Sat., 10am-12pm, through Fri., 23 —
ART: Íconos Religiosos by Al Thompson.
El Attico (tel: 2368-0853), 4a av. 15-45, z.
14, Guatemala City. See related article on
page 20.

1

Thurs., 7-9pm, through Fri., 23 —
ART: Objetos Intervenidos, by Sergio
Valenzuela. El Attico (tel: 2368-0853), 4a
av. 15-45, z. 14, Guatemala City.
Please submit your DATEBOOK entry for the JAN.,
2012 edition of the REVUE by Friday, Dec. 9
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Revue is not responsible for event
cancellations or date/time changes.

3

Sat., 4pm — (Spanish/English) CONFERENCE: ¿El Fin del Mundo o El
Quinto Sol en la Cultura Maya? (The End
of the World or the Fifth Sun in the Mayan
Culture?) by Lic. Eduardo Mendoza. Simultaneous translation to English. Q100,
includes dinner. Limited seating. La Peña
de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468), 5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua.
From the exhibit “24 manzanas” starting Dec. 1

2

Fri., 7pm — MUSIC: Gran Concierto
de Los Altos by Orquesta Sinfónica de
Los Altos and Luca Fanfoni (violin). Municipal theater, Huehuetenango.

2

Fri., 8pm — MUSIC: Christmas recital, violin and piano,
presented by Mónica
Sarmientos and Denine Menes. Q60/Q40
children.
El Sitio, 5a calle poniente #15, La Antigua.

3

Sat., 10am-5pm — ART: Festival de las
Artes Casasito, paintings, music, dance
and theater by more than 100 children and
teenagers. Free. Cooperación Española (tel:
7932-3838), 6a av. norte between 3a & 4a
calle poniente, La Antigua. See related article on page 64.

3

Sat., 7pm — MUSIC: Oh Holy Night…
Night Divine When Christ was Born,
three opera and operetta acts by Academia
de Canto & Centro Cultural del Mónaco.
$20, includes a glass of wine. El Sitio, 5a
calle poniente #15, La Antigua.

4

Sun., 5pm — MUSIC: Gran Concierto de Los Altos by Orquesta Sinfónica
de Los Altos and Luca Fanfoni (violin).
Municipal theater, Quetzaltenango.

5

Mon., 7pm — MUSIC: XI Concierto
de la IV Temporada de Música de Cámara de la Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional
de Guatemala, presents Christmas music.
Free. Cooperación Española (tel: 79323838), 6a av. norte between 3a & 4a calle
poniente, La Antigua.

6

Tues., 5:30pm — TALK: Niños de
Guatemala works toward a better future for Guatemala through education. In
2009 NDG opened a school in Cuidad
Vieja; some of its students are the first in
their families to achieve literacy. Q25.
Rainbow Café (tel: 7832-1919), 7a av. sur
#8, La Antigua.

7

Wed., 2pm — CULTURAL EVENT:
A celebration honoring the Virgen
de Concepción with a parade of floats
(convite) leaves the cathedral and travels
through Ciudad Vieja.
Datebook online at www.revuemag.com
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Datebook

10

Sat., 1pm — BENEFIT DANCE:
The Niños de San Antonio Aguas Calientes dance and play the marimba, flutes and
bombas. Donations benefit educational pursuits. Free. La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 78824468), La Antigua.

(rudy giron)

7

Wed., 6pm — CULTURAL EVENT:
Quema del Diablo (Burn the Devil), a
ceremony that eliminates evil spirits and
clears the way for Christmas celebrations.
Live music. Barrio de la Concepción, 4a
calle oriente, La Antigua & countrywide.

8

Thurs. — FERIA: Cultural and religious events to honor the Virgen de
Concepción, Génova and San Carlos Sija,
Quetzaltenango.

8

Thurs., 1pm — CULTURAL
EVENT: Rezado, a procession of the
Virgen de Concepción with fireworks and
folkloric dances and dramas performed
along the route, Ciudad Vieja.

8

Thurs., 7:30pm — MUSIC: Christmas concert by Orquesta Sinfónica
Municipal and Luca Fonfoni (violin). Auditórium Juan Bautista Gutiérrez, Universidad Francisco Marroquín, 6a calle final z.
10, Guatemala City.

9
10

Fri., 8pm — MUSIC: Grooving Night
by Cuarteto Imox Jazz. Q60. El Sitio,
5a calle poniente #15, La Antigua.

Sat., 10am-10pm — CELEBRATION: XV Anniversary of Centro de
Formación de la Cooperación Española. Activities include workshops, shows for kids,
live music and the theater presentation Mi
Pueblo y Yo. Free. Cooperación Española
(tel: 7932-3838), 6a av. norte between 3a &
4a calle poniente, La Antigua.
24

10

Sat., 6:30pm — MUSIC: Baroque
music concert, presented by Fundación G&T and Arte Antiqua. Ensamble
Antiqua and guest musicians Israel Castillo
(viola de gamba) and Marduk Serrano (baritone), both are members
of the renowned European groups Les Arts
Florisants and Concert
d’Astree. Hot chocolate
after the concert. Donation Q100 benefits
the restoration of the
church of San Juan el
Obispo. Pre-sale tickets:
Guatemala City, tiendas
de Museo - in Antigua:
Cargo Room, corner of 6a
calle and 7a av., & Apasionarte, 7a av. norte #2. Additional info: arteantiqua@yahoo.com San Juan del Obispo
Church. San Juan del Obispo, La Antigua.

11

Sun., 11:30am — MUSIC: Serenísima Una Noche, cultural Christmas
music from colonial Guatemala performed
by the Early music ensemble Capilla del
Valle de la Asunción, organized by Mosaico
Cultural and Arte Antiqua Project. Hotel
Casa Santo Domingo, Teatro Guillermo
Monsanto. Donation Q75. Advance tickets:
Apasionarte (tel: 5297-5481), 7a av. norte #2,
La Antigua.

DATEBOOK
Primitive - Contemporary
Guatemalan Art
Gallery & Museum
4a calle oriente #10
Interior Casa Antigua, El Jaulón
La Antigua Guatemala
www.centrodeartepopular.com
Open daily

ANTIGUA Tour: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat at 9:30am with Elizabeth Bell $20
Meet at the fountain in the main square

SLIDE SHOW: Tuesdays at 6pm at El Sitio, 5a calle poniente #15 Q30
Inquire about other tours and travel arrangements in Guatemala

Author of Antigua Guatemala and other publications

Offices: *3a calle oriente #22 and *inside Casa del Conde (main square)
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat-Sun 9-1pm Tels: 7832-5821, 7832-0053

www.antiguatours.net

Important Absentee Voting Information for U.S. Citizens Abroad
New regulations for overseas voting went into effect in 2010 (MOVE Act).
Overseas voters must submit a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) every year.
That means you must re-register in January 2012 if you want to vote in the November
2012 elections. It’s easy, go to www.votefromabroad.org, and follow the instructions.
Info contact: John Chudy at 7832-4581 or mayadems@yahoo.com

Your contribution helps
the reforestation of
Lake Atitlan.

Give a holiday gift of TREES
at

40,000 trees
planted in 2011.

Meson Panza Verde

5a Ave. Sur 19, Antigua
tel: 7832-2925

Help make 2012 a year
of reforestation.
Q10 per tree controls
landslides
and water polution.

ask about Atitlan reforestation
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Li ve

La Cueva de Panza Verde

Rainbow Café

tel: 7832-2925 5a av. sur #19, La Antigua

tel: 7832-1919 7a av. sur #8, La Antigua

Fridays — Latin Trio, featuring Denis
Medina on Cubano Tres and Coloso
Gudierre on congas
Saturdays — Classical Piano, featuring
Seth Montfort or guest artist.

Nightly cover: Q35

Mondays — Night blues: Nelson Lunding
or guest artist.
Wednesdays — Jazz Duo
Grand Piano & Double Bass.
Thursdays — Cuban Night: Buena Vista
de Corazón, featuring Ignacio Perez on
congas and Aniet Gonzáles on flute.

La Peña de Sol Latino

tel: 7882-4468 5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua

Mondays — 7-10pm: The magic guitar of
Carlos Trujillo, Latin Jazz/Salsa, with Bill on
congas. Free.
Tuesdays — 7-10pm: Ramiro plays Trova
Cubana, with Bill on congas. Free.
Wednesdays thru Sundays — 7-10pm: Sol
Latino plays Andean music (pan flutes). Free.

Mondays — 7:30pm: Don Ramiro will
serenade you with some beautiful Latin folk
music. Free.
Tuesdays — 7:30pm: Gustavo plays Latino
classics, western tunes with some harmonica.
Wednesdays — 7:30pm: Open Mike Night:
come along and show your skills. Free drink
for anyone who performs!
Thursdays — 7:30pm: Kenny and Friends,
some of Antigua´s best loved local musicians
will amaze you with some great music.
Fridays — 7:30pm: Segio, this talented local
plays a mix of music including lots of reggae!
Saturdays — 7:30pm: A variety of bands!
Sundays — 7:30pm: Kenny and Friends,
some of Antigua´s best loved local musicians
will amaze you with some great music.

La Posada del Pintor—Circus Bar
tel: 7832-1033 4a calle oriente #10 (2nd level), La Antigua

Sundays — 12:30-3pm: Ramiro plays Trova
Cubana, with Bill on congas. Free.

Gaia Restaurante

tel: 7832-3670 Calle del Arco #35-A, La Antigua

Thursdays — 7pm: Live music.
Fridays and Saturdays — Belly dancing.

Como Como

Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays — 8pm:
Live music, featuring a variety of artists.

Las Palmas

tel: 7832-9734 6a av. norte #14, La Antigua

Wednesdays — 8pm:
Bossa, soft rock and blues.
Saturdays — 8pm:
American folk music.

tel: 7832-0478 6 calle poniente #6, La Antigua

Wednesdays — 8pm: Accordian music by
Jorge Herrera.
CHECK DATEBOOK CALENDAR LISTINGS FOR MORE CONCERTS AND SPECIAL MUSICAL EVENTS
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M usic
Ocelot

tel: 5658-9028 4a avenida norte #3, La Antigua

Thursdays — 7-9pm: Mike Mcarthy plays
some mean blues.
9pm: Mike & Moriah, piano & vocals.
Fridays — 7-9pm: Ron Fortin saxophone;
9:30-11:30pm: Nelson Lunding New Orleans
piano.
Saturdays — 7-9pm: Malcolm Oakley sings
and plays guitar.
9:30pm: Mercedes, guitar blues/rock/folk.

Pub Quiz hosted by Brendan Byrne; Sundays at 6:30pm

Fridas

tel: 7832-1296 Calle del Arco #29, La Antigua

Wednesdays — 7:30pm: Latin music.
Thursdays — Ishto Juevez, swing & Mexican.

La Casbah

5a av. norte #30, La Antigua

Tuesdays — Live music: cover band

Restaurante Personajes

tel: 7832-3758

6a av. norte #6, La Antigua

Fridays & Saturdays — 9pm-11:30pm:
Rock in English and Spanish. Cover Q20

Circus Bar

tel: 7762-2056 Avenida de los Árboles, Panajachel

Mondays — 7pm: Chris Jarnach, classic
music, jazz and rock.
8pm: Marco Solo and friends, Pana’s Carlos
Santana. Rock, blues and jazz.
9pm: Norte, contemporary trova.
Tuesdays — 7pm: Chris Jarnach, classic
music, jazz and rock.
8pm: Rockiris, alternative rock.
9pm: Latin ensemble.
Wednesdays — 7pm: Chris Jarnach, classic
music, jazz and rock.
8pm: Latin ensemble.
9pm: Carlos Rangel and son, swing, Cuban
and rock.
Thursdays — 7pm: Chris Jarnach, classic
music, jazz and rock.
8pm: Latin ensemble.
9pm: Norte, contemporary trova.
Fridays — 7pm: Flamenco by Marco El Messina.
8pm: Latin ensemble.
9pm: Trova del Lago.
Saturdays — Los Vagabundos, hot rhythms in
a fusion of rumba, flamenco and Guatemalan
traditional elements.
Sundays — Latin ensemble.

Trova Jazz

tel: 2334-1241 Via 6, 3-55, zona 4, Guatemala City

Thursdays — 9:15pm: Nueva Trova and alternative music by the Rony Hernández group.
Fridays and Saturdays
— Guest musicians.
www.trovajazz.com

Posada de Santiago

tel: 7721-7366
1 km south of Santiago Atitlán, Lake Atitlán

Every week, usually on Fridays and
Saturdays. Check Gringos of Santiago
on Facebook for details.

Melancolía Blues Café & Jazz Bar

tel: 2331-1114 Av. Reforma 13-89, z.10, Guatemala City

Wednesdays — 8:30pm: Victor Arriaza on
piano, Alejandro Alvarez, bass and Julio
García on drums.
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12

Mon. —DÍA DE LA VIRGEN
DE GUADALUPE: Throughout
the country children dress in typical clothing paying homage to the Virgen de Guadalupe. One such procession begins at La
Merced Church at 3pm. Typical food for
sale outside the church, La Antigua.
Tues., 5:30pm — TALK: The
Riecken Foundation establishes and
supports community libraries in Guatemala and Honduras with dynamic programming for all ages and free access to information resources, including internet. Q25.
Rainbow Café (tel: 7832-1919), 7a av. sur
#8, La Antigua.

13
14

Wed., 5pm — ART: Inauguration of
Gota a Gota, by Lucía Morán Giracca. Acrylics and watercolors in which water
is the protagonist. Mesón Panza Verde (tel:
7832-2925), 5a av. sur #19, La Antigua.

17

Sat., 5pm — MUSIC: Navidad
Jazz, presented by Karin Rademann
and the Luis Fernando Quijivix Q-Jazz
Quartet. El Sitio, 5a calle poniente #15, La
Antigua.

17

Sat., 11am — MUSIC: Espectáculo Musical Navideño, Christmas
musical show by Raúl López Colibrí and
guest artists, featuring music, theater and
puppets. Free. Cooperación Española (tel:
7932-3838), 6a av. norte between 3a & 4a
calle poniente, La Antigua.

17

Sat. & Sun., 18, 10:30am-8:30pm
— RENAISSANCE FAIR: Winter
Fest. Tickets: todoticket.com, La Peña de
Sol Latino and Hotel Casa del Parque. Q55/
Q25 kids. Centro Los Luteranos (tel: 58028082), 1a av. norte #35, La Antigua.

15

Thurs., 4pm — CHRISTMAS
POSADA: Enjoy an authentic posada
with Christmas music; typical food for sale.
Q35/Q15 children. Museo Ixchel (tel: 23618081), 6a calle final, z. 10, Guatemala City.

15

Thurs., 8-10pm — PARTY: XVII
Anniversary Party. Invitation required. After 10pm cover Q30. La Casbah
(tel: 7832-2640), Calle del Arco #30, La
Antigua.

16

Fri., 7pm — PHOTOGRAPHY:
Miradas, presented by Art Corps.
Cocktail. Free. El Sitio, La Antigua.
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Tues., 5:30pm — TALK: Microloans:
Myths and Management, presented by
Franklin Voorhes of As Green As It Gets, an
NGO focusing on economic development &
environmentally sustainable agriculture in
Guatemala. Q25. Rainbow Café (tel: 78321919), 7a av. sur #8, La Antigua.

DATEBOOK
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Sat. — CHRISTMAS EVE: Lastminute holiday preparations, gift
wrapping & cooking traditional food and
beverages, including tamales & ponche;
10pm — Christmas Mass (Misa de Gallo);
Midnight — Fireworks, families gather to
celebrate the birth of Christ. A reminder:
banks and some businesses close at noon
and reopen Dec. 26.

24

Sat., evening— DINNER: Noche
Buena, a very special family &
friends night. Live Chrismas music by Sol
Latino. La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 78824468), 5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua.

25

Sun. — CHRISTMAS DAY: Traditionally a quiet day, with the exception of firecrackers & bombas booming
at noon.
Sun. — FERIA: Cultural and religious events to honor La Natividad
(the Nativity), Huitán, Quetzaltenango.

27

Tues., 5:30pm — DANCE: Mayan
dances by indigenous children. K’a
k’a’ Saqarik-Nuevo Amenecer/New Dawn
helps more than 30 indigenous children
in San Andrés Itzapa. Q25. Rainbow Café
(tel: 7832-1919), 7a av. sur #8, La Antigua.

31

Sat., dinner — CELEBRATION:
New Year’s Eve, chef’s special
3-course menu, champaign, music and
dancing! Q175 per person. Reservation suggested. La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 78824468), 5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua.

31

Sat. — NEW YEAR’S EVE: Parties
and celebrations everywhere with
firecrackers and fireworks galore!
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A

ll month — ANNIVERSARY: Celebrating its 15th year anniversary, La
Antigua Galería de Arte invites you to come
and view an amazing collection of artworks
by established artists from Latin and Central America, the U.S. and the Caribbean.
La Antigua Galería de Arte (tel: 7832-2124),
4a calle oriente #15, La Antigua.

DATEBOOK continues on page 32
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Congratulations

La Antigua
Galería
de Arte
on your

15th
Anniversary!!

Shopping \ Services ❬ guatemala city

km 14.5 Centro Comercial Escala
Carretera a El Salvador
Telephone: 6637-5763/64
Monday - friday 8:30 am to 7:00 pm
Saturday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am to 6:00 pm

Carretera al Atlantico 0-80, z.17

Telefax: 2256-4564
Monday - Saturday from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sunday from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm

Calle Mariscal 18-40, z.11 across the
street from Pro-ciegos

Telephone: 2473-1941 / 2474-5194 Fax: 2474-5254
Monday - Friday from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

HIDROLAVADORAS Y FREGADORAS ELÉCTRICAS KÄRCHER DE AGUA FRÍA Y VAPOR - BARREDORAS Y ASPIRADORAS KÄRCHER - ASESORÍA TÉCNICA
DE PROYECTOS DE LIMPIEZA RESIDENCIAL, COMERCIAL E INDUSTRIAL - DEMOSTRACIONES Y CAPACITACIONES - AMPLIO STOCK DE REPUESTOS,
ACCESORIOS Y QUIMICOS KÄRCHER - TALLER ESPECIALIZADO, DIAGNOSTICO Y SERVICIO TECNICO KÄRCHER LOCAL Y A DOMICILIO

6a avenida 3-51 zona 9 ~ Tel: 2388-0606 / Fax: 23880603
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cont. from page 30

Throughout the Month

A

RT: Mercado de Arte Contemporáneo,
paintings, drawings, sketches, photo
and jewelry. Part of the proceeds will be
donated to the Nuevas Raíces Foundation.
For more information call 5297-5481. Calle de los Pasos #36, La Antigua.

T

hrough Fri., 9 — ART: Guatecolor,
exposition and sale of ostrich eggs
and canvas painted as Guatemalan textiles
by Rosana Lagos. Museo Ixchel (tel: 23618081), 6a calle final, z. 10, Guatemala City.

T

hrough Wed., 14 — ART: Ludivine,
by Karla Higueros. Mesón Panza
Verde (tel: 7832-2925), 5a av. sur #19, La
Antigua.

T

uesdays, 6th & 13th-6pm — PHOTO TOUR: Antigua Behind the Walls,
a one-hour presentation of Antigua and its
heritage through vintage and contemporary photographs collected over the past
30 years accompanied by Elizabeth Bell’s
expert narration. Q30 per person, tickets
available at the door. Proceeds benefit educational programs in Antigua. El Sitio, 5a
calle poniente #15, La Antigua.

T
W

uesdays, 7pm — FILM: International
films. Donation entrance. Café Q’anil,
Panajachel, Lake Atitlán..

ednesdays, 5pm (Spanish) FILMS:
A different film every week. Cooperación Española (tel: 7932-3838), 6a av.
norte between 3a & 4a calle poniente, La
Antigua.

W

ednesdays, 9:30am-12:30pm —
WORKSHOP: Primeros Cinceles by
artist Beverley Rowley. Q900 (5 classes),
limited seating. Museo Ixchel del Traje Indígena, 6a calle final, z.10, Centro Cultural
UFM, Guatemala City.

S

T

hrough Jan. 10 — ART: Fantasmagorías Oníricas, paintings by Fautisno
Pablo Bautista. El Sitio (tel: 7832-3037),
La Antigua.

aturdays, 2-4pm — RUGBY CLUB:
Workouts every week, come and join
us. Q15. Visit http://rugby.com.gt/antigua
for more information. Centro Los Luteranos, 1a av. norte final, La Antigua.

S

aturdays 4pm — (Spanish) CHILDREN’S MOVIES: Cine infantil.
Cooperación Española, (tel: 7932-3838), 6a
av. norte between 3a & 4a calle poniente,
La Antigua.
You can also find our
DATEBOOK
Calendar of Events
online in an easy-to-use format...
www.RevueMag.com/datebook
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International - Interdenominational
Sunday Services
Contemporary 8:15 am
Traditional 11:00 am
The Worship Experience 6:00 pm

Thursday Services
Contemplative 12:15 pm

Caring for the English-speaking Community
tel: 2361-2037, 2361-2027
email: unionchurchguatemala@gmail.com
web: www.unionchurchguatemala.com
12 calle 7-37 zona 9 Plaza España, Guatemala

SEWING CENTER • CENTRO DE COSTURA • NAH CENTER
Weaving, Embroidery and Sewing Supplies
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
13 calle 5-24, z. 9, Guatemala City Tel: 2332-4017

E
FREPLE
SAM

100%
Guatemalan
Organic
Gourmet
Coffee

For your:
• Restaurant • Shop • Office • Cafeteria • Food service • Gifts
goedco@gmail.com Tels: 5606-1884, 4743-5105

Lin
Canola
Artesanías típicas
All kinds of native textiles
Fabrics by the yard
Wood, leather & more
5a calle 9-60, zona 1. Centro Histórico, Guatemala City
TelFax: 2232-0858 Tels: 2253-0138
Credit Cards - Inside parking www.lin-canola.com

In Nola

Fabrics by the yard
Ceramic • Jewelry
Wood • Leather
& more
18 calle 21-31, z.10 Blvd Los Próceres www.in-nola.com
Telephones: 2367-2424, 2337-4498

A hug is a great gift—one size fits all, and
it’s easy to exchange. —William A. Ward

FENCING: Adults, Kids, Beginners, Advanced
Tuesday & Thursdays
8-9 am / 9-10 am / 3-4 pm / 4-5pm
Club Delfines
9 calle 20-81 zona14
Tels: 2322-7777, 2363-4921
elementosesgrima@gmail.com
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EDUCATION

by Anna-Claire Bevan

Committed to Culture
IGA provides an array of
educational development programs

johannes blijdenstein

“W

e have a commitment to
culture in Guatemala and
want to make it accessible to all,” said Adriana Recinos Matheu,
cultural director of IGA (Instituto Guatemalteco Americano). “We need to educate
our audience and for that we have to start
with the kids.”
Since 1945, IGA has been providing individuals of all ages, from all corners of the
globe, with the largest array of educational
development programs in Guatemala.
From teaching courses for international

students, to middle and high school for local students, the center has seen thousands
upon thousands of pupils graduate from its
building in Guatemala City and branches throughout the country. This year the
school is even working with Gallaudet University from the U.S. to implement a new
course to teach English to deaf pupils.
However, there is more to IGA than providing its students with a strong bilingual
syllabus; it’s also working on enriching its
curriculum with an increased range of cultural programs too.

Student Perspectives
Joselyn Aguilar: “I love English, it’s my favorite subject and this school opens doors. I want to study abroad,
perhaps medicine at Cambridge University.”
Oscar Garanza: “We have the chance to go into great jobs from here. One day I’d like to be a teacher and
work in public schools in Guatemala.”
Helen Ávila: “For me, the main reason to come here was for the English. My sister also studies here, and I
heard how her English was improving. The classes are dynamic, and I love the U.S. culture. I want to be an
accountant and work at the Bank of Guatemala.”
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Dining ❬ guatemala city

Shakespeare Pub
Wi-Fi • Lunch Specials
Happy Hour 11-5

Near all Major Hotels. 13 calle y 1a av., zona 10,
local 5 Torre Santa Clara II Tel: 2331-2641

“We need to start viewing culture as a
serious part of education. It’s important to
be creative; kids are hungry for different
things, and we want to give them a platform
on which to discover themselves,” said Recinos Matheu.
In September IGA held a photography
program, which featured award-winning
Guatemalan photographer Andrés Asturias
working with students to produce an exhibition within Foto >30.
“I don’t think I’ve ever seen teenagers so
enthused. They were desperate to stay behind on a Friday to work on their displays,”
laughed Recinos Matheu.
“When students participate in these
kinds of activities their self-esteem goes
up and consequently they become better
citizens,” which is essentially what IGA is
working toward. ...continued on following page

Café
Bar
Meals
Drinks

Books & Exhibitions

•

Live Music Thur-Sat

Vía 6, 3-55, Z. 4, Guatemala City Resv: 2334-1241

Best Buffalo Wings in Guatemala
60’s & 70’s Rock
Big Screen TV
3 Pool Tables
Darts Cold Beer
SPORTS BAR
Mon-Sat 9am-1am and Sun 1pm-midnightish
13 calle 0-40, Z.10 T/F: 2368-2089
We accept AMEX, VISA, MC, Diners, Credomatic

The Best in Fresh
Fruits & Vegetables
produced and packaged
with your health in mind

M-F 8:30-7pm Sat 8:30-2pm
13 calle 4-44, Z.10
Guatemala Cit y TelFax:2363-2682
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The remodeled IGA auditorium by Arq.
Adolfo Lau (courtesy of iga)

IGA cont. from previous page
Theater Refurbishment
In the past, IGA’s theater has shone a
light upon home-grown talent and January’s inauguration of the newly refurbished
auditorium promises to showcase even more
star performances.
“Many of the country’s artists have a piece
of themselves in this theater—it’s almost a second home to them. We don’t have many theaters in Guatemala so we want to bring quality
shows to this one,” stated Recinos Matheu.
As well as in-house photography exhibitions, theater productions and art displays,
IGA is dedicated to opening up a selection
of events to the public.
Plans are in progress for a live transmission of the MET Opera in HD, the free
36

three-week-long International Jazz Festival
returns to the central park in zone 1 of the
capital next year, and the theater will open
with a Dick Smith play in the New Year.
IGA, which started off with around 300
pupils and now boasts 1,300, prides itself
on offering its students and the general public “the best of both cultures.” It wants to
make a positive change to the lives of Guatemalans and allow them to develop a better
standard of living – through a combination
of academic and cultural programs.
Visit their website at: www.iga.edu

Dining ❬ guatemala city
RESTAURANTE

ALTUNA
A “Classic” in the center of
Guatemala City & now in Zone 10

Specializing in Spanish and Basque
Cuisine, Seafood and Paella
5a av. 12-31, Zona 1
Tels: 2251-7185, 2253-6743
10 calle 0-45, Zona 10 PBX: 2201-2323
www.restaurantealtuna.com
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guatemala city ❭ Lodging
Comfortable Rooms,
Junior Suites and
h o t e l s
Standard Rooms,
Breakfast, Wi-Fi, Patios,
5 minutes from airport.
Tels:+502.2334.6121
4a Av. “A” 13-74, zona 9 Weekly and Monthly rates
Meeting rooms & Parking
Guatemala City

A four-star hotel in the Historic Center
4 Avenida 3-25, Zona 1, Guatemala City
PBX: 2285-3434 Fax: 2232-7759

www.hostaldedonpedro.com

HOSTAL CAFÉ CITY

1 Minute from Airport
Free Airport Shuttle / Wi-Fi / Breakfast
Private Cabin Rooms at $15 pp
Dormitory at $10 pp
FROM
$10
7a av. “A” 17-17, z.13, aurora 1, Guatemala City
Tel: 4365-8583, 2261-3024 www.hostalcafecity.com
The hardest arithmetic to master is that which
enables us to count our blessings. —Eric Hoffer

Scan the QR code above with
your smartphone or mobile
device to get access to

Revue Mobile Online
Bu s i n e s s D i re c to r y
http://revuemag.com/links/
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Creamos creations using recycled materials

Creamos cont. from page 16
it here,” says Rosa Cristina Aguirre Marroquín. “I feel more confident, I can support
my children better, and I trust all the people
I work with.”
Each unique piece of jewelry is made
from recycled materials donated by local
schools and businesses, or collected by the
women themselves, and finished off with
shop-bought beads and clasps. The final
products are then sold at events, in participating stores and Creamos’ own shop,
which is staffed by members of the project.
With its emphasis on applied education,
Creamos is an application of the math and
literacy that the group learns in the classroom: Each woman prices her product, calculating materials and labor.
“The women make an average of 65%
more selling their jewelry than they did
working in the garbage dump,” ...cont, page 40

Lodging ❬ guatemala city

Tel: (502) 2261-2766
Cel: 4365-8583

1 min from Airport FREE Shuttle
All rooms with private bath
SINGLE $35 p/p
DOUBLE $25 p/p
TRIPLE $20 p/p
7a av. “A” 17-17, z. 13 Aurora 1

www.hotelcasasantorini.com

Christmas is a time when you get homesick
—even when you’re home. —Carol Nelson

Rooms starting at $9.99
Hot water, large parking lot
2 mins. from the airport
8a av. 17-74 Aurora I, z. 13
Tels: 2261-2963, 2261-2921

credit cards
accepted

Nothing’s as mean as giving a little child
something useful for Christmas. —Kin Hubbard

hotelcasablancainn1@gmail.com
www.hotelcasablancainn.com

Newly-opened Hotel
at Aurora Airport Area

Feel warm & relaxed
on your arrival!

1 from
minute
the airport
Rooms
starting

Bed & Breakfast

Mariana’s

PETIT
HOTEL

Bar/Room Service • Private Bath • Free Internet & Cable TV
Credit Cards accepted reservaciones@marianaspetithotel.com
Free Airport Transport www.marianaspetithotel.com
20 calle 10-17 Aurora II, zona 13 Guatemala City
Tels: 2261-4144, 2261-4105 Fax: 2261-4266

Rate includes:

Free transportation
airport/hotel/airport,
Private Bath, CableTV,
Wireless Internet Access,
Bar, Maid Service,
& Continental Breakfast

at

$30

15 calle “C” 7-35, Aurora I, z. 13, Guatemala City
Tels:(502) 2261-3116 • 2261-3129 • 2261-2781

REVUE le ofrece el costo más bajo por ejemplar para promocionar su negocio
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HEALTh services

= FAJAS DE COMPRESIÓN
QUIRÚRGICA
= FAJAS REDUCTORAS
DE TALLA
Guatemala
(502)2269-7071 al 4 5755-1080
El Salvador
(503)7790-1161, 2223-6386
elsa.marena@gmail.com
www.marenagroup.com

Creamos creations using recycled materials

Creamos cont. from page 38

Dr. Manuel Antonio Samayoa

DERMATOLOGIST

Member, American Academy of Dermatology. Specialist
in Allergic Reactions, Skin Diseases and Skin Cancer.
Cryotherapy. Cosmetic Dermatology. Chemical Peeling.
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm & 3pm-6:30pm, Wed 10am-2pm,
Sat 8:30-noon Tel:5306-5610 3a Calle P. #13 Antigua

Pediatrician Dra. Carmen Leticia Hernández F.
Pediatric & General Surgeon Dr. J. Roberto
Hernández-Pineda (Children’s Hospital, Philadelphia, PA., U.S.A.)
English spoken. 24 hour emergency assistance
Mon-Fri 10am-1pm & 4pm-7pm Sat 9am-1pm
Edificio Broceta 11 calle 1-25, zona 1, Guatemala City

Tels: 2221-2195 /96, 5899-4340, 5412-7994 Home: 2434-6647

Rodolfo Laparra, M.D.

Ophthalmologist

CLÍNICA y ÓPTICA SANTA LUCÍA
High Quality Optical Services

Mon-Fri 9am-1pm & 2-7pm (Sat: 9-6)
5a calle poniente No. 28, La Antigua
TEL: 7832-7945 English spoken
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says Emily Coffin, one of two volunteers
working at Creamos. “There they would
start work as early as possible and finish as
late as possible, or until they had earned
enough money to feed their kids. But here
it’s lucrative—they have flexible working
hours, it’s safe and they can work from
home.”
Through the project, the women also
receive free day care for their children, access to a medical clinic, two meals a day and
classes on nutrition and financial planning.
Predatory lending, combined with low
adult literacy, is a big problem in Guatemala
and often people sign contracts without understanding them. Many of the women in
Creamos have fallen victim to this fraudulent practice; co-signing on a friend’s purchase on credit and then finding themselves
responsible for paying it. Bad ...cont, page 60

health services
► Prescription Glasses
► Optical Services
► Contact Lenses
► Eye Diseases Treatment
► Eye Surgery
► Certified Botox®
English Spoken

Dra. Paulina Castejón

M.D. Ophthalmology

Avenida El Desengaño #33, La Antigua
Tel:7882-4281 & 7823-3000 ~ visionymoda@itelgua.com

Centro Visual G&G Dr. José R. Golcher
OPERATING ROOM, CLINICS
& OPTICAL INFIRMARY

Specialized Aesthetic-function
Ophthalmologists
üEnglish Spoken üAdults & Children

Anterior Segment, Cataract
and Refractive Surgeon

Dra. Dalia de Golcher
Retina, Vitreous &
Aesthetic Medicine Surgeon

4a av. sur final #1

Telfax: 7832-6554, Tel: 4431-4822

www.centrovisualgyg.com

Branch 6a calle poniente #50-A • Tels: 7832-6672 & 7832-8105
üOpen: Monday - Saturday 8am - 7pm
üOphthalmologic Exam: 8am - 1pm
üOptometric Exam: 1pm - 7pm
I ask not for a lighter burden, but for
broader shoulders. —Jewish Proverb

I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try
to keep it all the year. —Charles Dickens

We are not just one; We are a group
of professionals specialized in all dental areas.
40 years of experience in dental health care!
Spanish/English spoken

2a avenida norte #3, La Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7832-0275 ~ www.clinicasovalle.com
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HEALTh services

Hospital Privado Hermano Pedro
WE ACCEPT WORLD WIDE MEDICAL INSURANCE!

a Medicine and General Surgery
a Pediatrics
a Maternity & Gynecology
aTraumatology, Orthopedics & Arthroscopy
a Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
a Laparoscopic Videosurgery
a Otorhinolaryngology
a Urology

a Clinic Laboratory
a Pharmacy
a Videoendoscopy
a Videocolonoscopy
a X-rays
a Electrocardiogram
a Ultrasound
a Electroencephalogram

a Osseous Densitometry
a Computerized Axial Tomography
a Mammography
a Ambulance Service
24-hour Emergency Service

hphpedro@intelnett.com - www.hospitalhermanopedro.net

Av. de La Recolección #4, La Antigua
(in front of the bus station) Tels: 7832-0420,
7832-1197, 7832-1190, Fax: 7832-8752

-Vaccinations
-Surgery* -X-ray
-Dental clinic
-Ultrasound
-Laboratory Services
-Emergencies
Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Juan Pablo Calderon Garcia

*Gas anesthesia used

2a av. sur #61-B Tels: 7832-3624, 5732-4808
Appointment or walk-in. English, French, Spanish spoken
Mon-Fri: 8am-1pm & 2:30-6pm Sat: 9am-1pm

Harmonize
Mind-Body-Spirit

Holistic Psychotherapy
Psycho-Emotional Balancing
with Traditional Acupuncture
www.karmenguevaratherapy.com
Tels: 7832-5678, 5018-3136 kg@karmenguevara.com

Dr. Gerardo Bran Quintana CCC
Acne, Allergies, Skin Spots, Vitiligo, Psoriasis, Wrinkles,
(Botox, Skin filler), Diseases of Nails and Mucous Membrane,
Fungus, Virus, Cyst, Cancer, Peeling, Hair Transplant,
Liposculpture, Underarm Sweat, Hands,
Sexually Transmitted Disease
Tels: 2269-7120/21/22
6 Av. 6-63 z. 10 Edif. Sixtino I, Niv. 12 of. 8, Guatemala
If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other. —Mother Teresa
Were I a philosopher, I should write a philosophy
of toys, showing that nothing else in life need to
be taken seriously, and that Christmas Day in the
company of children is one of the few occasions on
which men become entirely alive. —Robert Lynd
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health services
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HEALTh services
OB-GYN

Dr. Emilio Novales Aguirre

Board Certified in Germany,
English & German Spoken.
Gynecological Check-ups & Surgeries, STD’s,
4D ultrasound, Infertility, IVF/ICSI.
Av. de la Recolección #4,
Hospital Hno. Pedro, Antigua
Appointment only Tels. 7832.1190, 7832.0420

Dr. Dennis R. Cuevas Morales
Médico Pediatra y Psiquiatra

adultos,
adolescentes
y niños

Evaluación, diagnóstico y tratamiento de trastornos
emocionales, mentales y de la conducta.
Talleres de relajación, terapia de grupo.
4a calle oriente #41 local A, La Antigua
Tels: 5402-0710, 5632-8128, 7832-5735

Come to Relax at...
Ask for the special
of the Week!
Calle del Espíritu Santo #69, La Antigua
Tel: (502) 7832-9348 ~ Fax: 7832-9358

frontdesk@casamadeleine.com ~ www.casamadeleine.com

Delia Orellana

ACUPUNCTURIST
deliaorellana@hotmail.com

NEW Tel: 5029-4970
La Antigua Guatemala

Happy, happy Christmas, that can win us back
to the delusions of our childish days; that can
recall to the old man the pleasures of his youth;
that can transport the sailor and the traveller,
thousands of miles away, back to his own fire-side
and his quiet home! —Charles Dickens
There is a remarkable breakdown of taste and
intelligence at Christmastime. Mature, responsible
grown men wear neckties made of holly leaves and
drink alcoholic beverages with raw egg yolks and
cottage cheese in them. —P.J. O’Rourke
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Spitters,
Scratchers,
& Snappers
PET Q’s & A’s
by Cynthia Burski, DVM

Question: Our veterinarian has repeatedly told
us that Oscar, our 5-year-old black lab, is overweight but he is always hungry, and we feel bad
restricting his food. How important is it that
he is a “little bit” overweight, and what can we
do about it?
Answer: Pets suffer, just like people do, from
being overweight. Extra weight is associated
with, and exacerbates and compounds, several
serious medical conditions, including arthritis,
back problems, heart and lung problems, diabetes, heat exhaustion and fatal heat stroke. Extra
pounds on Oscar also puts additional stress on
his limb joints, eventually damaging and wearing out his joint cartilage and resulting in progressively painful joint movements. Ultimately,
he could end up in chronic, debilitating pain.
As well, excessive fat in the chest cavity
stresses the heart and decreases its ability to effectively pump oxygenated blood to all of the
body tissues, including the brain. It also decreases your pet’s ability to breathe and pant
and doesn’t allow the lungs to inflate adequately.
In order to help Oscar reduce the extra
poundage, you can start by switching him to
a low-calorie diet, which gives him volume to
fill him up without adding more weight to his
body. Begin and gradually increase an exercise
program and importantly, drastically reduce or
cut out treats (a major source of extra calories).
Ideally, Oscar should be consuming 30 calories
per pound a day (calculated on using his ideal
weight).
Because a dog’s metabolism slows with age, and
spaying and neutering decrease energy expenditure by almost 40 percent, calorie requirements
change throughout his lifetime. Work with
your veterinarian to figure out the quantity and
type of food Oscar should be eating.

health services

PLASTIC SURGERY
Dr. Milton Solis, Plastic Surgeon

Breast Enhancement or Reduction
Liposuction / Face Lift
Rhinoplasty / Aesthetic
Surgery in General

HOUSE OF HEALTH

Emergency Service from 7:00am to 7:00pm

Medical Clinics & Diagnostics
General Medicine • Pediatric
OB/GYN • Mammogram • Ultrasound
X-Rays • Densitometry • Lab

Appointments: 5511-4163
Blvd. Vista Hermosa 25-19
Multimédica Of. #1101, Z.15
www.doctormiltonsolis.com

Family Psychotherapy

Calzada Santa Lucia Sur #7
Antigua

Tels: 7832-3122, 7832-5789
We accept major credit cards

Alternative Therapies and Clinical Psychology

 Licensed psychologist specialized in the treatment of trauma with children and adults (USAC/UMG)
 Certified traumatologist (by the Green Cross Academy of Traumatology USA)
 Certified EMDR (EMDR-IBA)
 Clinical Hypnosis and homeopathy medicine
 Certified Equinotheraphy for the disabled (Asociación Mexicana de Equitación Terapéutica)
 Alternative pharmacy on site (herbal and homeopathic)

6a av norte No. 39, La Antigua Guatemala, Tel. 5143-0674 ~ English Spoken
As long as we know in our hearts what Christmas
ought to be, Christmas is. —Eric Sevareid

It is Christmas in the heart that puts
Christmas in the air. —W.T. Ellis

The only professional Beauty
Supply in la Antigua.
We carry the best brands in
the town, come and visit us.
You will find all for your
beauty needs: Hair color, nails,
depilation, hair care etc.
3a. Av. Sur # 6 Local
Hotel Palacio Chico
La Antigua G. ~ Tel 7832-0068
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 1pm
Remember this December,
that love weighs more than gold!
—Josephine Dodge Daskam Bacon

REVUE – fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Facebook
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foodstore

Open every day from 8am to 6pm
5a calle poniente No. 6, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-6533

_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Organic and natural food
Supplements
Lactose free products
Gluten free products
Beauty and personal care
Ecological products
And more...

Also in Guatemala City:
Diagonal 6 16-23, zona 10, Comercial La Villa
Locales 2 y 3 Tels: 2363-1819, 2363-1827
Carretera al Salvador, km 15½, Condado Concepción
Fase I, local #21 Tel: 6634-7077

Open Monday to Saturday from 9am to 7pm

antigua ❭ Services / Shopping
w Experts for Men & Women
w Wax Depilations w Facials
w Massages
Apt. El Rosario, 5a av. sur #10, Antigua
Tel: 7832-8475, 5202-0988 Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat 9-12:30

Full Service Beauty Salon
9a calle oriente #7-A, La Antigua
Tels: 7832-2824, 5961-4332

Especialistas
en imagen y estilo
5ta Avenida sur local 3
Interior Monoloco
La Antigua Guatemala
Tel. 7832-7182
Servicio a domicilio para eventos especiales

Karla Herrera
International
Hair Stylist
Spanish,
English and
German spoken
Men, Women
& Children Styles.
Color, Highlights, etc.

Appointments only: 5104-5739

Creativo Hair Salon, 2a calle oriente #4, La Antigua
Christmas is a necessity. There has to be at least
one day of the year to remind us that we’re here for
something else besides ourselves. —Eric Sevareid

REVUE tweets its web updates: revuemag.com
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Al Thompson cont. from page 21
The three-dimensional finished work of
four-layers—gold leaf, glass, print, glass—
breaches the barrier between illusion and
reality. The gold background catches the
light through the sculpting, and the print
comes alive. “It’s a reincarnation! Then it
gets even more exciting with a frame.” The
final touch, the signature: A. Gray Thompson. Gray captained the ship on which Al’s
great-grandparents sailed back and forth
between Britain and Australia with supplies
during gold rush days, perhaps planting Al’s
history with gold.
Al developed useful skills in his previous hobbies of crafting jewelry, icons, nativity scenes and chess sets with silver. That
ended, also by accident, when a priest friend
slammed Al’s finger in a car door and, “I
couldn’t hammer anymore.” Ever the optimist, Al only saw that as opportunity to
move on. After retirement in Antigua in
1989, he started to paint with oils. “These
were stepping stones,” he says, toward this
latest achievement.
Like da Vinci and Klimt, Al Thompson
comes from a simple background. Da Vinci’s mother was a peasant; Klimt’s father was
a goldsmith, Al’s a welder. Also like Klimt,
Al is good-natured and sociable but enjoys
the solace of his studio. He’s a Fulbright
scholar with a Ed.D. from Berkeley. Friends
would argue his description as a ‘self-perceived failure’, but maybe that comes with
the territory of genius. In Barbara Leaver’s
words, ”Al has out-Klimted Klimt.”
The gold is almost all gone, now in the
26 framed works of the exhibit. There will
not be more. Why? “Because I’ve finished
this,” says Al. “I feel a sense of accomplishment.”
Exhibition at el attico runs until Dec 23. Call
for schedule: 2368-0853.
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colibrí
Fine Textiles

& Home Decor

Daily 9am-6pm 4a calle oriente #3-B, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-5028 textilescolibri@turbonett.com

What I don’t like about office Christmas parties
is looking for a job the next day. —Phyllis Diller

Each day comes bearing its own gifts.
Untie the ribbons. —Ruth Ann Schabacker

The darkness of the whole world cannot swallow
the glowing of a candle. —Robert Altinger

Best tours Best Bikes Best price
• Also Motorcycle lessons
and courses
Tels: 7832-9638, 5571-7279
• Quad and Scooter rental 
www.catours.co.uk

Great food
Excellent coffee
Find us at 6a calle oriente #14
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antigua ❭ Services / Shopping
Club Ecuestre La Ronda
• Show Jumping
• Eventing
• Pony Club
• Natural Horsemanship
Finca La Azotea, Jocotenango
Tels: 5482-6323, 7831-1120

Enmarcados

El Arcángel
Framing shop

Professional Works

2a av. norte #10,
La Antigua
Tels: 4425-7237 & 4006-3052
enmarcados.elarcangel@gmail.com

LIVERPOOL
Billiard Table
Factory
• Foosball tables
• Ping Pong tables
• Poker tables

Tel 502.5052.5559 www.liverpoolfut.com

La Casa del Conde
Librería — Bookstore

Latest Titles w Books on C.A. & Mexico
w Large selection of Maps & Art
w Spanish Textbooks
5a av norte #4, Antigua
Central Park TelFax: 7832-3322

Museum “House of the Old Weaving”
Exhibition and Sale of Maya Textiles
& Production of Exclusive Handicrafts
The only place in La Antigua
managed by Indigenous People
1a calle poniente #51, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-3169 alidaperez@itelgua.com

Never be the first to arrive at a party or the last to
go home, and never, ever be both. —David Brown

Commercial Spaces Available!
Locales disponibles!
Tels: 5784-0694, 7832-1517
Info.casadelosmilagros@gmail.com
www.casadelosmilagros.net
1a av. norte #12, La Antigua

I love to go shopping. I love to freak out salespeople. They ask me if they can help me, and I say,
“Have you got anything I’d like?” Then they ask me
what size I need, and I say, “Extra medium.”
—Steven Wright
Nobody knows the exact age of the human race,
but everybody agrees that it is old enough
to know better. —Bob J. Jones
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Evolution: that last step was a doozy!
—Astrid Alauda

Click on us today...

RevueMag.com
Current Updates
Feature Articles
Calendar of Events
Guatemala Maps
Business Directory
Facebook
Fun Photos
RSS Feeds
Mobile Access
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Home Accessories
& Gifts

Open daily 9am to 6pm
La Antigua Guatemala

Manufacturer & Exporter

7a calle oriente #18

Tel: (502) 7832-0685
7832-4656 Fax: 7832-4659
info@casadelosgigantes.com
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antigua ❭ Services / Shopping

El Patio

Antiques
LA ANTIGUA
7a calle poniente #8 Tel: 7832-3481
Tue-Sun 9:30am-5:30pm (closed Monday)
GUATEMALA CITY: 12 calle 5-03, z.10
Tel: 2332-2239 Daily 9am-6pm, Sat: 9am-1pm

One of the most glorious messes in the world is the
mess created in the living room on Christmas day.
Don’t clean it up too quickly. —Andy Rooney

Slighty Used Items FOR SALE: Hundreds of books,
clothing for women, men and children for as low as Q10
each; stuffed animals; shoes; household items; jewelry;
and much more! 6a calle poniente #2, La Antigua.
Proceeds benefit Animal Welfare Programs.
Donations of gently used goods are always appreciated!
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Great Q2500 Gift Idea
A book of 56 bilingual crossword
puzzles and over 1000 selected
quotations from past issues of REVUE
Learn new vocabulary words (English/
Spanish) while enjoying the challenge of
a crossword puzzle. Flip the book over and
read quotes from some of the world’s great
and not-so-great movers and shakers.
Available only at:
6a calle poniente #2
La Antigua
The first step to
getting the things
you want out of life
is this: Decide what
you want.
—Ben Stein
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Sensuous Guatemala

S

by Ken Veronda

pices are important in Guatemalan
cooking, especially in many sweets
and drinks around the holidays. Spice
colors are rich in the landscape this month
also, which seems fitting as spices were what
the Europeans sought when they first sailed
west to bump into these shores. Guatemala
produces some spices, but joins the rest of
the world in adding clove, cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg and other spice flavorings and
aromas to holiday cooking. Meanwhile,
Highland hillsides and gardens are brushed
this month with such spice colors as tans,
golden yellows, browns, reds and greens.
Doña Catalina puts handfuls of cloves
and ginger into her Christmas fruit punch.
Doña Audrey makes a savory midnight cake
with fresh vanilla extract from local beans.
Doña Amanda always adds sticks of cinnamon to cups of her thick, hot chocolate.
And of course many Guatemalans serve
black, smoky cardamom seeds with their
brewed coffee.
Cardamom is a major Guatemalan export. This country edged out Nepal a few
years ago to be the world’s leading producer
of cardamom seeds, pods and powder to
flavor Indian, Nordic, Middle Eastern and
other worldwide cuisines. Cumin is also
a big export, and is used in many Guatemalan recipes. Mayan tradition says eating
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some cumin each day keeps both chickens
and lovers from straying. We’ve not tested
that, but if the Maya say so, it must be true.
Fenugreek grows here too. Maybe you
don’t recognize this spice growing wild
along the roads, but you’d know the flavor
in many dishes. Fenugreek aroma is like
maple, as people in New York City learned
when a fenugreek extract processor across
the Hudson spread the scent throughout
the city, just as fenugreek added to Guatemalan recipes fills the kitchen with that
pungent maple-syrup odor.
Surely the spiciest addition to Guatemalan holidays is the cobanero chili from
Alta Verapaz, hotter than many poor gringo
mouths can tolerate, but forming a perfect color combination when woven into
holiday wreaths. Cobanero is a shiny green
pepper when young, turning into a finger
of deep red when mature, colors blending
into a perfect holiday decoration as well as
chili adding an unforgettable flavor to spicy
dishes, if you’re up to the heat.
Spice flavors and spice colors are all
around you to enjoy as you wait to hear spicy
salsa music at holiday celebrations. Take it all
in with your taste buds, eyes and ears. Just be
careful with even a touch of cobanero chili
should you have a little cut!

Dining ❬ antigua

®

Open Mon-Sat 10am-9pm & Sun 10am-7pm
3a avenida norte #11-B, La Antigua Tel: 7832-5545
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ASK
ELIZABETH
by Elizabeth Bell

author/historian

A

What is happening with the
Palace of the Captains General?

year ago we reported on the back
story of the restoration of the Palace of the Captains General in La
Antigua Guatemala. The project met all restoration standards with a Q16 million budget and a projected two-plus years worth of
work. I have been trained in architectural
conservation (ICCROM/Rome), and I am
very picky about restoration projects. The
palace restoration is absolutely great!
Then the story became too good to be
true! It’s one thing to restore this 1764
structure to its original magnificence, adding 21st-century technology, particularly in
lighting and internet. It is another issue to
designate an appropriate use for it.
After moving 14 government offices out
of the palace in order for the restoration
project to begin, the building was put under
the Ministry of Culture and Sports, which
made sense since the National Council for
the Protection of La Antigua Guatemala
(CONSEJO) is part of that ministry. This
decision seems to have backfired.
The ministry, under the direction of architect Blanca Niño, held a workshop some
four years ago to establish a “use” for the
palace. Very few Antigua residents were
invited. There was no follow up information or outcome from this workshop until
recently. And, under UNESCO guidelines,
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it is essential to take into consideration the
local residents’ wishes for the use of their
monumental heritage. Add that to the fact
that Antigua residents do not want the Ministry of Culture and Sports’ staff to tell them
what to do.
News had it that the ministry was going to
rent the space for three months to a clothing
store from Guatemala City, a well-respected
private museum and ANACAFE (coffee association), among others that were arbitrarily
chosen. Local participants? Zero. While shops
may work very well on the piazza in Venice,
Antigua’s residents do not want a shopping
mall in their palace. The palace is one of the
most important buildings in the city.
Remember that Antigua was abandoned
by those who moved to Guatemala City after 1773, and it is the Antigua residents who
have created the wonderful city that we see
today, particularly since 1969. It has been
through Antiguan residents’ painstaking efforts that we all enjoy the city today.
So what do Antiguans want? A meeting
was held with local representatives from a
number of associations and distinguished
residents who drafted a very well-written
complaint based on the legislative agreements (397-2007 and 249-2008) calling for
an Inter-institutional Commission for the
Palace of the Captains General.
...continued page 58

LIVE MUSIC

La Peña EVERY NIGHT

Special NEW YEAR’S EVE 3-Course Menu!
Antigua’s Grupo Sol Latino, Andean Music (Pan Flutes) Wed - Sun
Carlos Trujillo Mondays: Latin Guitar, Jazz /Salsa, Bill on Congas
Ramiro Tuesdays: Trova-Cubana (also Sunday Noon)
Come celebrate Christmas Eve (Noche Buena) with our Tipico menu specials.
Make your reservations for our New Year’s Eve Fiesta. 3-course gourmet meal includes
appetizer, entrée, dessert, and a glass of champagne or wine. Only Q175. Live music.
CHILDREN’S BENEFIT DANCE: Niños con Bendición (Sat., December 10, 1pm)

Fabulous Food and Famous Desserts in our Beautiful Garden

Famous 3-chocolate Brownie

Créme Brülée

Mile-high Chocolate Cake

5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua Tel: 7882-4468 FREE WI-FI
lapenaantigua@gmail.com www.lapenaantigua.com
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antigua ❭ Dining
Ask Elizabeth cont. from page 56

Fresh Bread & Rolls Daily
Whole Wheat, Raisin, Rye,
All-Grain, Potato & Onion
—Banana Bread & Cookies
Home-cooked Meals
Great Breakfasts
Sandwiches & Burgers
Soups & Salads
Stuffed Potatoes
Delicious Pies & Cakes
Daily 7:00am to 9:30pm
4a calle oriente No.12
Tel:7832-2578
La Antigua Guatemala
dlxpan@gmail.com
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More than 250 residents attended the
Oct. 13 meeting with the City Council, who
unanimously joined in our efforts to establish
an appropriate use of the palace. The document was also sent to the National Council
for the Protection of La Antigua Guatemala.
What I enjoy about this process is the
number of qualified residents who developed
a well-organized plan of deciding the use of
their cultural heritage. This is done through a
democratic process with open meetings and
by e-mailing anyone who is interested so everyone may participate.
In November, the Agrupación de la Sociedad Civil de Sacatepéquez (ASOCIS),
Asociación de Arquitectos e Ingenieros Colegiados Diego de Porres, Asociación de Mujeres Profesionales de Sacatepéquez (AMPRODES), Asociación de Vecinos Salvemos
Antigua, Cámara Empresarial de Comercio
y Servicios (CECOMS), Coalición de Instituciones Vecinos, Cocodes y Asociaciones
(CIVICA), Comité de Autogestión Turística (CAT), Consejo Cívico de Vecinos de
La Antigua Guatemala (CONCIVE) and
Vecinos Organizados de la Calle del Espíritu Santo (VOCES) conducted a peaceful
protest in front of the palace to show that
Antiguans do not want a centro comercial.
Within the palace they want the governor’s office (out of tradition), a small National Civil Police office for assistance to
crime victims, and the remainder of the
space to be decided by the commission.
Everyone is invited to participate. This is a
BIG step for the preservation of Antigua’s
cultural heritage.

Dining ❬ antigua
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Through the project, the women also receive free day care for their children, access to a medical clinic,
two meals a day and classes on nutrition and financial planning.

Creamos cont. from page 40
credit ratings mean it is difficult for them
to open up bank accounts, so consequently
it is difficult for them to save. On payday
most of the members used to hide their
wages in their houses, which regularly got
broken into, or they spent it before neighboring gangs could steal it.
To combat this problem, Creamos set up
an internal saving plan, which allows members to deposit any amount from their paycheck and draw upon it when needed.
“It’s been really exciting to see. One
woman was even able to save up enough
money to pay off her debts and open up a
real bank account,” says Coffin.
Offering more than just financial security,
Creamos also supports personal development
through peer reviews, where the women evaluate each other’s work and implement the
first round of quality-control measures.
“Almost all of these women are survivors
of domestic violence and aren’t used to voic60

ing their opinions, so it’s great to see them
feeling confident enough to say what they
think,” states Coffin.
From earrings to key rings, bracelets to
bags and photo frames to wallets, the women are becoming experts at targeting their
goods toward their clientele—Guatemalans
like detail and want the items to look “mall
bought,” whereas U.S. customers prefer to
show off the recycled element of the designs.
“I get my inspiration from magazines,” says
Irma Rodriguez, one of Creamos’ designers.
“When I see something in there that I haven’t
designed before I think: ‘I must try that’.”
What started out as a fun crafts workshop has become a resource for entrepreneurship, enabling many of its members
to escape the dangers of working in one of
Central America’s largest garbage dumps.
“It’s exciting to see how successful the
project has become, and it’s up to the women where we go from here,” Coffin says.

Dining ❬ antigua
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Homemade
Delectables
since 1993

7am - 8pm Sun-Thu 7am - 9pm Fri-Sat
Breakfast served all day!
Sunday Brunch 9am-1pm
Omelets
Pancakes
French Toast
Quiche
Snacks
Salads
Soups
Cakes
Pies
Muf fins
Scones
Espresso
Cappuccino
Ice Cream
Smoothies

Inside La Casa del Conde, West side of the Central Park, Antigua

PBX: 7832-0038 ~ Email: lastrescondesas@hotmail.com ~ ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
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DateBook Highlight by Maritza Ortiz Bevan

Third An n ua l Ca s a Si t o’s A r t Fest ival

Day of Joy and Fun for the Entire Family
C

asaSito will host its Third Arts Festival
on December 3 at La Cooperación
Española in La Antigua Guatemala. Over
100 Guatemalan children and youth will
enchant locals and visitors with their artistic talents. The festival will delight everyone with a wonderful art exhibition, music
shows, and theater and dance performances.
The art exhibition begins at 10 a.m. and
will showcase works of art by children from

local educational centers including Educarte,
El Plan Infinito, Los Patojos, LAVOSI, Semilla de Esperanza y Amor y Brillo de Sol. You
will be impressed by the talents of these children and will rejoice in sharing in their emotions, ideas and dreams. The best artwork in
the various categories will receive prizes.
Beginning at 2 p.m., the festivities will
really get going with a variety show featuring music, dancing and theatre. In addition,
throughout the afternoon, visitors will have
the opportunity to participate in interactive
activities that offer them the chance to not
only appreciate art but also to create it. The
event is free and open to the public, so bring
your family and friends!
For more information, contact Paulo Monteiro
at paulo@casasito.org or 5045-9097. For general information about CasaSito, visit the website:
www.casasito.org
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= Delicatessen Market
= Fresh Seafood
= American Cuts
= National & Imported
Wines & Beers

7a av. norte #13. Antigua
Tel. 5206-2298, 7832-8459
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Celebrations text/photos by Anna-Claire Bevan

Árbol Gallo at El Obelisco
in Guatemala City

S

ince 1985 Guatemala’s festive season has been given
a kick start with the illumination of el Árbol Gallo.
For 26 years the Central American
brewery has assembled giant Christmas trees in each department and
accompanied the inauguration with
impressive
fireworks
displays and musical
shows.
The tradition started
after the beer company
was due to record a seasonal advertisement,
involving people assembling a Christmas
tree, and Gallo saw it
as an opportunity to
give back to its customers and thank them for
their brand loyalty.
It has now become
an annual family event,
with crowds gathering
around midday in the
capital to secure the
best place from which
to watch the show.
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In the past, the trees were adorned
with pine leaves, but after catching
fire on more than one occasion, they
are now decorated with artificial
materials.
This year the company has invested $3.2 million creating public
Christmas celebrations.

Dining ❬ antigua
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Sacred Animals and
Exotic Tropical Plants by Dr. Nicholas M. Hellmuth
Sharing our knowledge of flora and fauna in Mayan utilitarian use, hieroglyphics, iconography,
religion, diet, and mythology is one of the projects of the FLAAR Reports. We hope this introduction to insects in Mayan culture is a topic that is completely new to you.

The Niij

Domesticated insects were part of the Mayan civilization

I

t is so often said that the Maya had few domesticated
animals except for the dog and the Muscovy duck.
The turkey was domesticated before the time the
Spanish arrived. Yet the Maya had several forms of
domesticated insects, with the lacquer insects the most obviously domesticated. You can still see the Maya raising Llavela
axin today.
A few months ago I saw my first lacquer insect. I have long
known that lacquer in Asia comes from a tree or from the lac
insect. But I had no idea there was a lacquer insect in Guatemala. In Mayan languages, this insect is called niij.
The lacquer insect is also called cochinilla in local Spanish and cochineal in English. The same word, cochinilla, is
used for the smaller related insect, which is a primary source
of red dye (for some lipstick and rouge, among other uses).
Cochinilla insects are tiny (the size of the head of a pin) and
are found on opuntia cactus plants. The environs around
La Antigua Guatemala were once a major production zone
of this red dye after the Spanish conquest. But today most
cochinilla insects are bred in Oaxaca, Mexico and in the Canary Islands. ...continued page 70

(gustavo
gallegos)
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In Rabinal we found the
niij clinging to jocote
trees, living under a ‘tent’
of white powder-like
material.
(sofía monzón)

Dining ❬ antigua

Next to a circus there ain’t nothing that packs up
and tears out faster than the Christmas spirit.
—Kin Hubbard
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The one thing women don’t want to find in their
stockings on Christmas morning is their husband.
—Joan Rivers

Revue Online Business Directory
Hundreds of Guatemalan websites are one click away...
Dining, Shopping, Services, Lodging, Medical, Travel, etc.

http://RevueMag.com/links/
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The lacquer created from the Niij is used in traditional Mayan handicrafts. (photos gustavo gallegos)

Nicholas Hellmuth with a handful of Llavela axin
(lacquer insects). (photo gustavo gallegos)

The Niij cont. from page 68

The lacquer insect is called cochinilla in Spanish and
cochineal in English. (photos gustavo gallegos)

In Rabinal we found the niij primarily
clinging to jocote trees. But biologists indicate that this insect can also live on Jatropha
curcas trees (physic nut) and various species
of acacia.
It was absolutely fascinating to see the
insects; most live under a “tent” of white
powder-like material. When you harvest the
insects, you clean off the white surface layer,
and you then see that the insects are a nice
light orange color. They do not bite or sting,
nor are they otherwise aggressive.
While we were in Rabinal, Gustavo Gallegos produced a video about the insects
and preparation of the varnish. Camila Morales wrote a report on the trip, with comments on preparing the insect fat and then
applying it to the gourds. Both the video
and this report will be available at www.
maya-ethnozoology.org.
Dr. Nicholas M. Hellmuth is director of FLAAR
Reports (Foundation for Latin American Anthropological Research). To view the list of sacred animals visit www.maya-archaeology.org
or contact Dr. Hellmuth at frontdesk@flaar.org
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Cookies, Etc.

Over 25 Varieties of Cookies

Fine Pastries
Cakes made to order
Coffee Bar: Gourmet & Organic
Breakfast served all day
Cafeteria service
Wi-Fi
Open daily 7am - 8pm
Corner of 3a av. & 4a calle, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-7652 cookiesantigua@gmail.com

To see full menus
of many of these
fine restaurants,
check out

degustantigua.com

comida oriental

May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace,
The gladness of Christmas give you hope,
The warmth of Christmas grant you love.
—Joan Elkeson

Tel: 7832-2767
6a av. sur #12B-2,
La Antigua Guatemala
ubisushiantigua@gmail.com
www.ubisushi.com
facebook.com/ubisushi
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www.pizzadechristophe.com G O U R M E T
Calle Ancha #27, La Antigua Tel: 7832-2732

www.circusbar.com.gt
Tels: 7832-1033, 7832-0597
4a calle oriente #10, Casa Antigua El Jaulon, 2nd floor

6a avenida norte #14-A
Tel: 7832-4969

Want a
Great Pizza?
Tel: 7832-1784
5a calle poniente No. 8
(Closed on Wed). Hotel
PASTELERIA

CALL FOR DELIVERY
tel: 5293-3361

10am-9pm

2a calle oriente #9-A1,
La Antigua Guatemala

If “ifs” and “buts” were candy and nuts, wouldn’t
it be a Merry Christmas? —Don Meredith

Delicious Guatemalan Breakfasts,
Coffees, and Homemade Cakes
2a calle poniente #2, La Antigua Tel: 7832-0519

Congratulations

La Casbah

on your

17th Anniversary!!

REVUE editions Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Facebook and Twitter
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Christmas is a time when kids tell Santa
what they want and adults pay for it. Deficits
are when adults tell the government what they
want and their kids pay for it. —Richard Lamm

A holiday cocktail party is where some
stranger will learn more about you in an hour
than your spouse has learned in a lifetime.
—Robert Brault

Excellent “Típica” Meals
Buffet-style Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner.
WE’VE MOVED!
NEW LOCATION: 7a avenida norte #18-A
Open Mon-Sat 7:30am - 7:00pm

2a calle oriente #9-D, La Antigua
Tels: 7832-2495, 5656-6157
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Guatemala: People of Tradition cont. from page 17
Santiago Albert, Spanish by birth and
adopted by Guatemala 15 years ago, brings
us this uniquely intimate view of his fellow
citizens. His photographs are taken with a
small Leica M with standard lenses, which
necessitates that he be within a few feet of his
subject. This actual physical closeness intensifies the sense of intimacy felt by the viewer.
The collaboration between Santiago and
Christine began several years ago when they
produced Portraits of Quality for Anacafe’,
the Guatemalan coffee growers’ association.
Santiago’s black and white photographs
show the viewer the men and women, often worn from sun and work, who farm the
fields and run the coffee mills. Christine’s

written descriptions of the subjects and the
coffee-growing process fill out the picture.
Other Latin American photojournalism
by Santiago has included his documentation of the Warao tribe in the Orinoco
River delta, as well as the lives of Guatemalan refugees returning home from Mexico.
An exhibit of selected images from Guatemala: People of Tradition has been shown
at the Museo Ixchel del traje indigena and
is scheduled for exhibition at Hotel Casa
Santo Domingo, La Antigua Guatemala,
in 2012. Watch Revue’s Datebook for this
upcoming event.
Christine Wilson is Guatemalan by
birth, and her love of her country and its
...continued page 78
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3 blocks from Central Park

21 Equipped Rooms by the Day, Week
or Month. Cable TV, Safety Box, Mini-Bar.

Tels: (502) 5201-7468, 7832-1020, 7832-0937
1a avenida norte 5-A, La Antigua Guatemala
info@hotelpanchoy.com ~ hotelpanchoy.youplanet.com
www.hotelpanchoy.com

I’ve been shopping all my life and
still have nothing to wear. —Leslie Burns

Only one shopping day left ‘til tomorrow.
—Joan Rivers
THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL RATES (includes Continental Breakfast)

BED & BREAKFAST
Callejón del Hermano Pedro #2
La Antigua Guatemala
7832-0360
Reservations: Antigua Tours by Elizabeth Bell
7832-5821, 7832-2046 (office hours)
www.hotelcasaconcepcion.com

Enjoy your visit in an authentic colonial
house two blocks away from Central Park

Enjoy the magic and
mysticism of La Antigua
nights in privacy and comfort.
• Single: $30
• Single for two: $38
• Double: $47
• Triple: $68
Private bath and hot
water, 1/2 blk from park
5a av. sur #8, La Antigua
Tel. 7832-0581
lasinventura@yahoo.com.mx

The Finest Family Hotel in Antigua

Breakfast Service • Wireless Internet • Cable TV
Single, Double & Triple Rooms • Private Parking
Resv. tels: (502) 7832-5155, 7832-7965, 7832-7966 TelFax: (502) 7832-0217
4a calle oriente #16 haurora@conexion.com.gt www.hotelauroraantigua.com
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The most charming place in Antigua

Family-style Guest House

Breakfast & Lunch, Healthy local food

By the week or month. Nice, clean,
Internet, Wi-Fi, Cable TV, Free Intl. calls
Calle de Las Ánimas #10 (in front of Colonia Candelaria) La Antigua
Tels: 4285-9510, 7832-0004 casafincamorelia@hotmail.com
Cozy Rooms with Private Bath
Lovely Garden
Excellent Service
Calle de Los Pasos #20 y 9a calle
Tel: 7832-2915 hostalsannicolas@intelnet.net.gt
Fax: 7832-9751 www.hostalsannicolas.com

• Clean & comfortable rooms
• Private bath/hot water
• Shared kitchen
• 6 blocks from Central Park
• Wireless internet for laptops
1a av. norte #22-A TelFax: (502) 7832-2549
info@lacasademaco.com www.lacasademaco.com
Your Second Home!
15 elegant rooms, Cable TV,
Internet & WiFi Connection,
24-hr Reception, Private Parking,
Continental Breakfast, Events.
Tel: (502) 7832-3614 Cel: 5204-2707 Fax: (502) 7832-9436
Alameda Santa Lucía sur #5, La Antigua Guatemala

www.hotelentrevolcanes.com ~ jnajera@hotelentrevolcanes.com

Private rooms, double rooms,
shared rooms, kitchen, cable TV,
family atmosphere, free Wi-Fi,
DVD, hot water, laundry,
breakfast, purified water

5a calle poniente #42
Callejón Landívar,
La Antigua
7832-5515

raulcruzval@yahoo.com www.placetostayhotel.com

¿TIENE SU EMPRESA LA PRESENCIA CORRECTA EN LAS REDES?
Le brindamos las soluciones y respuestas:
¿Qué son las redes sociales?,

Happy
Holidays!
¿Cómo
crear una "fanpage" efectiva en Facebook?,
¿Cómo incrementar sus clientes potenciales y
¡Felices
Fiestas!
ventas?, ¿Cómo crear la presencia correcta
de la noche a la mañana?, ¿Cómo fortalecer
*English spoken
las relaciones con los clientes?

FOTOGRAFÍA,
WEB, FOTOGRAFÍA
DISEÑO
Y DISEÑO
GRÁFICOGRÁFICO
Y WEB
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SP
A
Las Gravileas, Calle de los Duelos Tel: (502) 7832-9573
TelFax: 7832-4053 info@hotelpalaciodebeatriz.com
www.hotelpalaciodebeatriz.com
If instead of a gem, or even a flower, we should
cast the gift of a loving thought into the heart of
a friend, that would be giving as the angels give.
—George MacDonald
Cocktail party: A gathering held to enable
forty people to talk about themselves at the
same time. The man who remains after the
liquor is gone is the host. —Fred Allen

Click on us today...

RevueMag.com
Current Updates
Feature Articles
Calendar of Events
Guatemala Maps
Business Directory
Facebook
Fun Photos
RSS Feeds
Mobile Access

Lodging ❬ antigua

Charming
Bed & Breakfast
Just 2 blocks from the
Central Park

5a av. sur #11-C, La Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7882-4469 ~ www.hotelmesondelvalle.com

No matter how carefully you stored the lights last
year, they will be snarled again this Christmas.
—Robert Kirby

Exquisite service & comfort
Excellent rates for groups & families
We offer exclusive golf packages at La Reunión Golf Resort

Tel: (502) 7832 1118 Calle de Los Duelos #4, La Antigua

info@hotellacasadedonpedro.com www.hotellacasadedonpedro.com
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Guatemala: People of Tradition cont. from page 74
traditions are reflected in Guatemala: People
of Tradition. A member of the founding
board of the Antigua International School,
Christine is donating her proceeds from the
book to the scholarship fund of AIS. Christine is married to Phillip Wilson, director
of Ecofiltro, a sustainable water purification
solution with the goal of providing abundant clean water at low cost.
Guatemala: People of Tradition, available
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in both English and Spanish editions, is a
hardcover book of 280 pages, with 100 images. It may be purchased at La Casa del
Conde, 5a avenida norte #4, and at Colibri,
4a calle oriente #3-B, both in Antigua; in
Guatemala City the book is available at the
Museo Ixchel, 6ta calle final z. 10.
You can also buy copies online by going
to www.peopleoftradition.com. The website
is available in English and Spanish.

Lodging ❬ antigua

CASA RUSTICA

HOTEL & CAFÉ
private bath, hot water, cable TV,
free Wi-Fi, laundry, shared kitchen,
bag storage, 2 gardens, 3 terraces
6a av. norte #8, La Antigua (1 block from central park) T: 7832-3709
casarusticagt@hotmail.com www.casarusticagt.com

Posada

El Antaño

“A place for you
to feel at home.”

11 Comfortable Rooms w/ fireplace, private bath, TV.
1 Suite w/ jacuzzi, fireplace, volcano view.
Restaurant, Terrace, Internet, Parking, Special Rates
6a av. norte #36, Antigua TelFax: 7832-7351,
7832-0134 www.posadaelantano.com

We have 57 Comfortable Rooms
Banquet Halls for Special Events
3a calle oriente No. 3, Antigua Guatemala
Info@hotelposadahermanopedro.com
Tels: 7832-2140, 7832-2089
www.hotelposadahermanopedro.com
= Great views
= Colonial style =Garden =Wi-Fi
= 4 blocks from Central Park
= Very quiet = Private
= Fully furnished
Callejon del Hermano Pedro # 12
Tel.: 4570-8065
e-mail: tabihouse@gmail.com
www.tabihouse.com

Comfort & Elegance

• Near San Sebastián Park • Private Bath
• 24 Dbl Rooms • Convention Room • Parking
Av. El Desengaño #26 (502) 7832-2312, 7832-7316
casadelasfuentes@hotmail.com • www.hotelcasadelasfuentes.com

REVUE — Fun, Free, Informative
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PETS by Linda Green

Where
Should
Sleeping
Dogs
Lie?

I

highly recommend that your dog
sleep inside the house at night. No
matter what your reasons for wanting
your dog outside at night, I believe
there are many more good reasons for keeping him inside with you.
The usual logic cited for keeping a dog
outside is security. Dogs are considered
to be useful as an early warning system
by barking and thereby announcing that
thieves are attempting to trespass on your
property. In Guatemala, most neighborhoods have a lot of noise at night. Unfortunately, your dog has no idea that you only
want him to bark at intruders, and lacking
a common language, you will find it quite
difficult to explain this to him. Thus, your
dog will bark at pretty much any sound or
movement at night. This includes cats or rodents on a roof or wall (or on a neighbor’s
roof or wall), fireworks, a siren, any passing
person, car, bicycle, dog, bird, bat, clouds
drifting over the moon, wind rustling tree
branches—you get the idea.
This random barking generally achieves
several things. Usually, the barking dog sets
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off a chain reaction, and the whole area is
subjected to a bunch of dogs barking at other dogs barking. Over time, you learn to ignore the barking. So if an intruder actually
does come over the wall, you are most likely
not to pay attention to your dog’s warning.
Few people can really sleep soundly when a
dog is barking outside their window (and
the dog, obviously, is not sleeping much
either), so you end up tired and sleep deprived. If you don’t respond by coming out
to see what the ruckus is about, your dog
may escalate the barking in pure frustration;
he is trying to warn you about something
he perceives is dangerous, and you are not
listening to him! The barking is probably
keeping your neighbors up, too.
An even more persuasive reason to keep
your dog inside with you is that an intruder
can silence your dog in the yard very quickly
by tossing poisoned bait to it. Don’t kid yourself that you can poison-proof your dog to ignore food tossed into the yard. You can’t. You
could end up with a dead dog and a break-in.
If you are really interested in security,
keep the dog inside with you ...cont. page 108

Lodging ❬ antigua

Venga a conocer una experiencia
Colonial en Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7832-2239 - 9a calle poniente #40
La Antigua - info@hotelrealplaza.info
www.hotelrealplaza.info

Casa Ovalle
Chipilapa,

a private and
comfortably
furnished house
just for you!

Casa Ovalle
Zona 10,

2a av. norte No. 3 ~ Tel: (502) 7832-3031,
www.hotelcasaovalle.com

a perfect place to
stay, close to medical
and financial area of
Guatemala City!

Fully Equipped
Luxury Suites at
Hotel Room Prices!

Tels: 2386-1012, 7832-8259
4a avenida sur No. 30
www.elmarquesdeantigua.com
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INAUGURATION

The grand sala of Casa Quinta and (right) creator Arq. Franklin Contreras

T

he magnificent Casa Quinta Boutique Hotel in La Antigua Guatemala (5a avenida sur
#45) recently hosted its official inauguration with an evening press conference that
included Walter Fischer, regional director of INGUAT (Instituto Guatemalteco de Turismo);
Ana Lucía Fernández, representing Conde Naste Johansens for the Americas, the Pacific
and Caribbean; and Licenciado Luis Méndez, who highlighted the services, comfort and
exclusivity provided by Casa Quinta. As well, highly-regarded architect Franklin Contreras,
designer and creator of Casa Quinta, shared a historical overview of the hotel.
The guests were given a guided tour, moving from one suite to the next (eight in
all), which have been designed with authentic Spanish-colonial ambiance, grace and elegance in mind. Stunning common areas include furnished corridors, a spacious sala—
with breakfast service in dining areas and the roof-top terrace.
For more information visit www.hotelcasaquinta.com
*Casa Quinta is recommended by Condé Nast Johansens (2012)

Guests at the inauguration and (right)
one of the beautifully appointed rooms
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I am thankful for the mess to clean after
a party because it means I have been
surrounded by friends. —Nancie J. Carmody
n
hnso
C Jo
igner
Chief Des
5
555 555
ne: +1CasAntigua
@com
Telepho
Email:

See our ad in Revue
c.johnson

Telephone: 5555 5555
Email: casantigu@com

Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is
like wrapping a present and not giving it.
—William A. Ward

Revue Online Business Directory
Hundreds of Guatemalan websites are one click away...
Lodging, Shopping, Services, Dining, Medical, Travel, etc.

http://revuemag.com/links/
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travel
Tel: 4623-6297

Flights,
Shuttles, Tours
and Hotels.
Best Service for
PBX: (502) 7931-7878 the Best Price.

7 avenida sur No. 8
www.RainbowTravelCenter.com

Guaranteed!

TRAVEL AGENCY
Tels: 7832-1621, 7832-2674
3a calle poniente #12 Esquina
laxantigua@intelnett.com

You won’t find better airfares than ours!!!
Wholesale Prices ISIC, ITIC Cards Welcome

Cascadas de Tatasirire from page 14
canopies: Strap on your harness and weave
through the various types of trees on a zipline,
which gives you a unique view of the nature,
complete with six waterfalls and rivers that
enhance the beauty of this park. There is
even a mini-canopy specially designed for
children. And if you still want more, try rappelling down Tatasirire’s waterfalls—be prepared to get wet!
More than just an adventure park, Cascadas de Tatasirire is a place to rest, recharge
your batteries and try your hand at something new. Although you’ll need your own
car or private shuttle to get there, since there’s
no direct access by bus, the journey to Jalapa
is serene: meandering through pueblos as
you climb up through the mountains to the
Natural Reserve in Cerro Miramundo.
With a five-story log cabin for lodging
and plenty of ground for keen campers, it’s a
haven for city dwellers or backpackers looking to escape the beaten track. Just don’t ex-

The five-story log cabin lodge

pect the Ritz—this is basic accommodation,
utilizing waterfalls for showering, that puts
you right at the heart of nature. While the
tienda stocks basics like soup and biscuits,
it’s best to bring your own food and ask for
the camping stove to cook it on.
At 2,300 meters above sea level, temperatures plummet at night so bring a sleeping
bag and a thick pair of socks. The communal space offers hammocks and an eating
area where you can sit out late into the night
and listen to the sounds of the forest. However, since the lodge runs on solar energy, it
is advisable to pack some candles as it gets
dark between 6 and 7 p.m.
Prices are very reasonable and vary on
the type of package you choose. You can
pay anywhere from Q60, which includes
entrance fee and access to the swings, to
Q300, which includes entrance fee, all the
activities and a couple of nights’ accommodation (note payments in cash only).

Visit www.cascadasdetatasirire.com for more details.
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Saturdays!
Deep Sea Fishing
$100 per person
includes round trip from Antigua
tel:

5709-8697

Deep-sea or Coastal Fishing
and Ocean Safaris
with “Team Parlama” Charter Services
Full Day, Half Day and
by-the-hour Excursions
Río Dulce Excursions also available:
call 5691-0360
OFICINAS CENTRALES y VENTA DE BOLETOS
7a Ave 19-44, zona 1
Tels: 2232-3661, 2220-6018 Fax: (502) 2220-4902
www.transgalgosinter.com

SERVICIOS ESPECIALES:
Renta de Buses, último modelo,
dentro y fuera del Pais.
Tel: 2220-6904 /05, 2230-5058

A TAPACHULA EN PRIMERA CLASE.

SALE GUATEMALA
LLEGA TAPACHULA
SALE TAPACHULA
LLEGA GUATEMALA
7:30, 13:30 & 15:00
14:30, 19:30 & 20:00
6:00, 9:30 & 14:30
1:00, 15:30 & 19:30
CUBRIENDO CONEXIONES A: n EL NORTE DE MEXICO n E.E.U.U. n CANADA Vía terrestre con: Cristobal Colón, ADO,
Estrella Blanca, Greyhound. Vía aerea: Reservación y venta de Boletos a través de Exytur. Tel: 2253-9131

Transportes Turísticos Shuttle Service, Organized Tours,

Packages and more...

7832-3371, 7831-0184, 7882-4369
6a av. sur #8, La Antigua

TOUR OPERATOR
GET IN TOUCH WITH US IN:
info@atitrans.net www.atitrans.net
• Antigua • Río Dulce • Copán • Panajachel • Guatemala
ventas@atitrans.net
Serving with the Best Quality, Safety and Insurance since 1992
In creating the human brain, evolution has wildly
overshot the mark. —Arthur Koestler

M onja Blanca
Expeditions

Travel Agency & Tour Operator

Shuttles & Tours throughout Guatemala

The average man’s judgment is so poor, he runs
a risk every time he uses it. —E.W. Howe

We offer you Shuttle Services, Tourist
Information, Free Maps and Tours to: Pacaya
Volcano, Panajachel, Chichicastenango,
Monterrico, Xela, Tikal and more...

4a calle poniente #26, La Antigua Tel: 7882-4229, 7832-8797, 5547-0405 agenciamonjablanca1@yahoo.com
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travel: EL SALVADOR

EL SALVADOR REVUE OFFICE General Manager, Lena Johannessen Tel: (503) 7981-4517 elsalvador@revuemag.com
El Mirador de la Giralda (lena johannessen)
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TRAVEL text/photos by Carla Berryhill

Santa Cruz La Laguna

I

have been to Lake Atitlán several times since moving to Guatemala. For me, there really is no one town or village on the lake that stands out more than the other because
I think they are all interesting, beautiful and unique—but, my personal favorite is
Santa Cruz La Laguna. There are no roads to Santa Cruz so visitors must hop in a
lancha, (water taxi) from one of Lake Atitlán’s larger towns.
The little municipalidad of Santa Cruz sits high above the lake, tranquil and picturesque.
After walking up the steep calle to reach the town, visitors will be wowed by the most amazing views. ...continued on following page
above: View from Santa Cruz with evening rain over Lake Atitlán below: Faces of the lake
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Man is rated the highest animal, at least among
all animals who returned the questionnaire.
—Robert Brault

Man is a strange animal, he doesn’t like to
read the handwriting on the wall until his back
is up against it. —Adlai Stevenson

Santa Cruz La Laguna from previous page
Every time I visit Santa Cruz, I marvel at all there is to do: relax, swim, follow the trail
to Jaibalito for lunch or go all the way to San Marcos, hike up to a waterfall, take a backstrap weaving course from one of the local women, or hop on a lancha to San Pedro and
go horseback riding, visit the town of Santiago Atitlán, cruise the streets of San Juan de la
Laguna and see the array of women’s co-ops that keep traditional weaving and dyeing skills
alive—the list goes on.
Traveler Beware: Santa Cruz La Laguna may be habit forming!
View from Santa Cruz La Laguna
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lake atitlán
2 Drinks
Complimentary
with this ad

Stone Cottages, Suites,
Hacienda and Group Dormitory

Pool, Sauna & Hot Tub

• Gourmet Dinners • Internet
• Mountain Bikes • Horseback Riding available
• Heated Swimming Pool • Sauna • Hot Tub
On the Lake, 1 km south of Santiago Atitlán
Tels: 7721-7366 Fax: 7721-7365
Cel: 5784-9111 posadasantiago@gmail.com
www.posadadesantiago.com
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The only vegetarian restaurant in Panajachel

Cafe Bombay

tofupan • falafel
pita sandwiches
burritos • lasagna • pad thai • curry
gado-gado • vegetarian filet
miso soup • homemade ginger ale
Calle Santander (100 mts from the lake) Tel: 7762-0611

Transportes Turísticos
Antigua Quiriguá
Tikal Río Dulce

Hotel

Fonda del Sol

h_fondadelsol@yahoo.com
15 Confortables habitaciones
Parqueo • Lavandería • Jardín
Calle Principal 1-74, Z.2 Tel: 7762-1162 Panajachel

hotel

www.primaveraatitlan.com
Understated Elegance

In the heart of Panajachel Calle Santander
Tel: 7762-2052 ~ Fax: 7762-0171
primaverahotel@yahoo.com
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Lake Atitlán
Chichi

Panajachel: Calle Santander (next to Hotel Regis)
Tel: 7762-0146, 7762-0152 www.atitrans.net

EL CHAPARRAL
Hotel &
Travel Agency

Comfortable rooms w/ cable TV, private bath,
hot water, private parking, heated pool, WIFI
Convention center, salonlabendicion.es.tl
www.panajachel.com/chaparral Reservations: 7762-2611
Final Calle Santander, Panajachel, Sololá
APART-HOTEL

Los Árboles

Luxury Rooms & Apartments with equipped
kitchen. Daily, Weekly, Monthly Rates.
In the heart of the zona viva of Pana
3a av. 0-42, Zona 2 Panajachel
Tels: 7762-0544, 7762-0548

The Best Bed & Breakfast
www.ranchograndeinn.com
ranchogrande_inn@yahoo.com
Tel: +(502)7762-2255, 7762-1554 Fax: 7762-2247
Ciudad: (502) 2476-4768 ~ Panajachel, Sololá

Your Hotel in Panajachel
in Calle Santander

- Comfortable rooms - Cable TV
- Private bath w/ hot water
- Parking - Laundry
3a av. 3-45 Z. 2, Calle Santander,
Panajachel - Tels: 7762-2915 /17
Fax: 7762-1117 - email: necos@itelgua.com

Christmas gift suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, tolerance. To a friend, your
heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To
every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.
—Oren Arnold
90

Bungalows - Apartments - Rooms
Lake Front — Private Dock
Hot Water — Beautiful Garden
Sauna
www.atitlanlacasarosa.com
Santa Cruz La Laguna Tels: 5803-2531, 5416-1251,
4912-4786 lacasarosasantacruz@gmail.com

LOS TARRALES

Birdwatching
& Nature Tours
www.tarrales.com ~ Tels: 5919-8882, 5202-6814

lake atitlán
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Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories
and love of kindred, and we are better throughout
the year for having, in spirit, become a child again
at Christmas-time. —Laura Ingalls Wilder

Christmas is not a time or a season but a state
of mind. To cherish peace and good will, to be
plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of
Christmas. —Calvin Coolidge, 1927

I believe that there is an explanation for
everything, so, yes, I believe in miracles.
—Robert Brault
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Calle Santander, Edificio Rincón
Sai, 2do. Nivel
Panajachel, Sololá.
Reservations: 42143958
lisetceballos@hotmail.com

Boutique Hotel Corazón del Lago
Calle del Embarcadero 0-56, z. 2, Panajachel, Sololá

 The best international food
 Private & good ambiance
 Lunch specials
 Happy Hour Mon.- Fri., 5-8pm
 Live Music
 Wi-Fi
 Sports Bar Xibalbá
 Café Ixchel 1er nivel
 Event room Ixquik
 Dance floor

Tradition: sit with husband in a room lit only
by tree lights and remember that our blessings
outnumber the lights. Happy Christmas to all.
—Betsy Cañas Garmon

We should give as we would receive, cheerfully,
quickly, and without hesitation; for there is no
grace in a benefit that sticks to the fingers.
—Seneca
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TRAVEL by Blake Nelson photos by Kristen Moser

Quetzaltenango’s
Mount Olympus
Volcano climbing up Santa María

F

View of Quetzaltenango from the summit of Volcán Santa María

rom many viewpoints in Guatemala’s
western Highlands, the Volcán Santa
María stands like a sentinel overlooking its kingdom. Wrapped in a vortex
of clouds, the volcano is a constant reminder to the population of Quetzaltenango and
environs of its eruption a century ago that
almost completely destroyed Guatemala’s
second largest city. Yet today, Santa María
stands as one of the most rewarding—and
difficult—climbs in all of Central America.
Soon after moving to Guatemala, I
signed up to climb Quetzaltenango’s Mount
Olympus. The ascent was brutal, less “leisurely hike” and more “clawing your way up
a cliff face.” The task is complicated by how
high you’re going: Quetzaltenango alone sits
at 7,500 ft., and over the next three to five

94

hours you’ll be scaling another 5,000 ft.
It doesn’t help that you will probably be
passed by lines of Maya women wearing
plastic sandals, balancing packages on their
heads. This happened a few times while I
was bent over sucking air, and was reminded of getting passed years earlier by a Girl
Scout troop while climbing Half Dome in
Yosemite National Park. Neither were my
proudest moments.
Those same women will most likely be
heading to the summit for a religious ceremony combining ancient Mayan traditions,
Roman Catholicism or Pentecostal worship
into a unique combination often called
costumbre. The circles of chanting women
form part of Guatemala’s incredible cultural
tapestry, and are unforgettable to witness.
But upon reaching the top ...cont. page 98

quetzaltenango
Enjoy the art of Gourmet Cuisine

Casa Doña Mercedes

Serving in special events. Kids area.
Large parking and outdoors ambiance.
Reserve: 7767-4202 or at 14 Av. 5-26,
Zona 3, Quetzaltenango
www.restaurantetertulianos.com

Clean, safe and good atmosphere
and Full Kitchen
6a calle y 14 av 13-42, zona 1
Quetzaltenango Tels: 5687-3305,
7765-4687

Hostal

www.hostalcasadonamercedes.com

RESTAURANT

RESTAURANT LOUNGE
CHINESE CUISINE

Indian food (Vegetarian, non-vegetarian
and vegan options. Chef from India)

Go

8a calle y 15 av. 13-77,
Zona 1 Tel: 7761-0589

#1 in

se ppe

Pasta * Wine * Cakes
and the Best Pizza in Xela!
(home delivery service)

PBX: 7761-2521, 7761-9439
15 av. y 4a calle Zona 1, C.C. Santa
Rita 2do Niv, Quetzaltenango

s

BOOKSTORE

iu

´s

SOUTH

• literature
• travel guides
• maps • postcards
• Spanish textbooks
• organic coffee

www.shailongxela.com ~ restauranteshailong@yahoo.es

u r m et Piz

za

NORTH

18 av. 4-44, Zone 3
Tel/fax: 7767-4396

G

Open Tues –Sun, 12pm–10pm Tels: 7765-2555, 5280-1869
15 av. (off 4a calle) 3-64 zona 1,
Quetzaltenango saborindiaani@yahoo.com

Restaurant

5a calle 14-03 zona 1, Quetzaltenango
Tels: (502) 7763-2189, 7763-0096

WOON KOOC
CHINESE FOOD

dining

- take-out - delivery

Tels:7767-6029 /31 Fax:7763-5394

4 Calle 13-28, Zona 3 Quetzaltenango
To give and then not feel that one has given is the
very best of all ways of giving. —Max Beerbohm

Anyone who lives within their means suffers
from a lack of imagination. —Oscar Wilde
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Pacific Coast / Las Lisas

PHOTO OP by Andrea Pennington www.andreapennington.info
A crowd gathers on the beach in
Monterrico during sea turtle
nesting season to make sure the
hatchlings make it to the sea.
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Pacific Coast \ Monterrico

DOS MUNDOS
PACIFIC RES OR T

monterrico

tels: (502) 7823-0820, 7848-1407, 7848-1771 ~ www.hotelsdosmundos.com

UA

TEMA

L
A

• Large rooms with private bath & hot water
• A/C • Direct TV & DVD
• Minibar, Coffee maker & Hair dryer
• Luxuriously equipped suites
• Bar El Galeón with A/C
• Big pool decorated with Venetian mosaic
• Pool bar, Games for kids and Heliport
• Bar & International restaurant

G

pools ~ gardens ~ lounge bar ~ restaurant ~ beach front ~ tours

Reservations: (502) 2332-7161 • Tels 7848-1742/43
www.caymansuites.com.gt • Monterrico km 133
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Pacific Coast / monterrico

Reservations:
L ’ Elegance
Guatemala City

Tel: 2368-3684

pezdeoro@intelnett.com

Monterrico:
5232-9534

Monterrico Beach, Taxisco

www.pezdeoro.com

www.casabellamonterrico.com
Tels: 5907-2552, 7821-3088 ~ bramishka@yahoo.com

Volcán Santa María cont. from page 94

Tels: 5582-3767 & 4622-4923
informacion@hotelvillakairos.com        
www.hotelvillakairos.com

On the beach...
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT
BUNGALOWS - POOLS

MONTERRICO, km 8, hacia HAWAII hotelhonolulu.com.gt
Tels: 4005-0500, 4503-0386 honoluluhotel@gmail.com
Three phrases that sum up Christmas are:
Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men, and
Batteries not Included. —Bill Farmer

Just say, “Lo vi en la revista REVUE”
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yourself, you will at least momentarily forget about them, because there are few places
on Earth that can compare to this view. The
360 degree panorama lets you see the bottom of the Sierra Madre in Mexico, the border of Belize, and the flickering waves of the
Pacific. Even on an overcast day, you’ll be
so far above the clouds you’ll feel like Zeus,
presiding over your distant subjects below.
Many will argue you haven’t truly done
Santa María until you’ve completed the
midnight hike, which is exactly what it
sounds like: choose a full moon night, begin
climbing at one in the morning, and watch
the sunrise light up the continent from the
best box seats around. Just prepare for a
freezing hike up.
After reaching the top I fell asleep on
my back. This was a mistake, since at over
12,000 ft. the peak of Santa María and the
surface of the sun are old buddies. I woke
up with the front of my neck so red that one
of my students would later remark, “Mister,
you look like a quetzal.” ...continued page 100

Pacific Coast \ Monterrico

Monte Rico
Hotel Association

Hotel Utz Tzaba
www.utz-tzaba.com Tel: 5318-9452
Hotel Dulce y Salado
www.dulceysaladoguatemala.com Tel: 4154-0252
Hotel Honolulu
honoluluhotel@gmail.com Tel: 4005-0500
Hotel Café del Sol
www.cafe-del-sol.com Tel: 5050-9173
Hotel Atelie del Mar
www.hotelateliedelmar.com Tel: 5752-5528
Hotel Casa Bella
www.casabellamonterrico.com Tel: 7821-3088
Johnny’s Place
www.johnnysplacehotel.com Tel: 5812-0409
Hotel Lahaina
www.vrbo.com/322283 Tel: 5957-5140
Hawaian Paradise Hotel
www.hawaianparadise.com Tel: 5361-3011

www.hawaianparadise.com
8 kms after Monterrico Tels: 5361.3011, 5204.9140, 5407.0874
Eco Hotel
Playa Quilombo

Beyond passion...

de Cucurumbé
Barra El Jiote - Moyuta
www.playaquilombo.net
5206-7984 2253-1228

I do like Christmas on the whole.... In its clumsy
way, it does approach Peace and Goodwill.
But it is clumsier every year. —E.M. Forster

Oh, for the good old days when people would stop
Christmas shopping when they ran out of money.
—Nick Vrdoljak

REVUE le ofrece el costo más bajo por ejemplar para promocionar su negocio
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Río Dulce / Izabal / El Petén
RÍO DULCE

HACIENDA TIJAX
Ecolodge & Marina

río dulce

Río Dulce,
Izabal,
Guatemala

Count on us for the Best Service in Bungalows,
Restaurant, Pool, Tennis Court, Special Event Room
(502) 7930-5494 (502)4145-3901 (502) 7930-5495

Tels: 7930-5505/07
info@tijax.com
Waterfront Cabañas • Full Service
Marina • Restaurant & Bar • Swimming
Pool • Eco-Farm • Reforestation Project
• Jungle Sky Trail • Bird Watching •
Horseback Riding • Tours & Day Sail
and More...

www.tijax.com

• Tasty Treats & Goodies from home
• Tough to find Items
• Courier Service for your Spare Parts

guatecruiserservice@gmail.com Tel: 5510-3400

EL PETÉN
Hotel y Dormitorio Ecológico. Restaurante

Mon ami

Tours to arq. sites Yaxhá & Nakum 4x4 vehicle.
Tickets for Tikal, Belize, Chetumal & Palenque
Next to the Biotopo Cahuí, El Remate, Flores
Petén Tels: 7928-8413, 5805-4868

hotelmonami@hotmail.com www.hotelmonami.com

Tranquility & Comfort in the Heart of the Mayan World

Posada del Cerro
directa vecindad con el / next to:

Biotopo Cerro Cahuí

El Remate, Flores, Petén
Tels: 5376-8722, 5305-1717
www.posadadelcerro.com

If you reveal your secrets to the wind,
you should not blame the wind for revealing
them to the trees. —Kahlil Gibran

Volcán Santa María cont. from page 98
The hike down, while considerably shorter,
can be pretty brutal on your knees. Wear
good shoes, and be prepared with a poncho
(if it’s the rainy season) or warm clothes if
you’ve picked anytime during the dry season. There’s no entrance fee, but since the
path can be a bit unclear an organization
like Quetzaltrekkers is a good idea for a first
timer. Never try it alone, especially since
there have been sporadic reports of hikers
being robbed near the base.
Guatemala offers tons of hiking options,
including the larger Volcán Tajumulco farther north. But nothing compares to Santa
María’s proximity to a great city at the bottom and breathtaking view at the top. Pack
lots of water, a good camera, and remember
sun screen on your neck.

For Quetzaltenango and the Highlands travel information, package tours and more visit
www.adrenalinatours.com or your local tour operator.
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Cobán \ Tecpán
COBÁN
Hotel • Restaurant
Conference rooms
Zoo • Gymnasium
Private parking
www.parkhotelresort.com
Santa Cruz Verapaz, A.V. Km. 196.5
Carr. to Cobán TelFax: 7952-0807, 7952-0809 /10 /31

n
á
p
n
c
e
T
Tel: 7840-4147
www.molinohelvetia.com

“A special place
for your comfort”
www.casadelbosque.net

reservaciones@casadelbosque.net
Km 218 a San Juan Chamelco (after Exxon station take the
Terracería road) Tels: 5201-1255, 5700-8068

Restaurant & Delicatessen
Km. 86.5 Carretera
Interamericana, Tecpán Tel: (502) 7840-3806

In memory of Johnny Long
And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the
snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be
so? It came without ribbons. It came without tags.
It came without packages, boxes or bags. And he
puzzled and puzzled ‘till his puzzler was sore. Then
the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before.
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from
a store. What if Christmas, perhaps, means a
little bit more. —Dr Seuss
What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past,
courage for the present, hope for the future.
It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow
with blessings rich and eternal, and that every
path may lead to peace. —Agnes M. Pahro

restecpan@ahumadoskatok.com

TECPÁN
Cozy Cottages B&B
Agrotourism
Km. 82.5 Carr. Interamericana,
Pasajinak, Tecpán
Tels: 2365-7106, 2369-8618

www.sanricardofarm-lodge.com.gt
info@sanricardofarm-lodge.com.gt
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classifieds
Place your Classified Ad in 20,000 Revue magazines for only Q120
More information: 7931-4500 or classifieds@revuemag.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

Donations and volunteers greatly appreciated for
our annual children’s Christmas party held on Dec. 17
in Sacatepéquez. Over 300 underprivileged children
will delight with presents, food, piñatas and Santa! For
more information contact Karen 5313-0458 or Hivett
5891-7325.

DR. BOCALETTI, Family Practioner, Tropical Disease Diploma: Attention to adults & children, vaccinations, Spanish, English spoken. Pap smears done by female technician, Mon-Fri 3pm-6pm. 3a. av. norte #1, La Antigua
(behind the Cathedral). Tel: 7832-4835.

SWEETWATER GROUP OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: Meets
every Saturday 12 noon & Wed. 12 noon at Hacienda
Tijax, Río Dulce, Izabal. Tels: 5902-7825, 5201-5361.
AA OPEN MEETINGS IN ENGLISH IN ANTIGUA: Mon. 6-7pm
Discussion, Thurs. 6-7pm Step/Big Book (Doña Luisa’s
Restaurant, 2nd floor, 4a calle oriente #12). www.antiguaguatemalaaa.org
CLUB ROTARIO: Meets every Wednesday 7pm at Porta
Hotel Antigua. (Last Wed. of the month, please call
Flor) Tel: 7832-7600.
THE LIGHT OF GOD IS IN EVERYONE: Join us for silent meeting in the manner of friends (Quakers) on the first Sundays of the month. Contacts: 7849-5970, 7832-5653
mardugan@earthlink.net progresa3@gmail.com
PANAJACHEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP: Lake Atitlán’s Englishlanguage church meets Sundays, 9am at member households. Visitors welcome! More info. 7762-1581 (Wayne)
ST. MARKS ECUMENICAL CHURCH SERVICE IN ENGLISH. Sundays 11:15am. Chapel of Obras Sociales del Hermano
Pedro, corner 6a calle & 3a av., La Antigua. Tels: 52931076, 5492-5707.
VIDA REAL CHURCH - JOIN US FOR AN EXPERIENCE WITH GOD:
Sundays: Hotel Casa Santo Domingo, auditorium Los
Atrios, 9-10:30am, simultaneous translation. 11am12:30pm, special program for children.
NEW LIFE & PEACE FELLOWSHIP: English & Spanish Service,
Sun. 10:30am, Wed. 7pm Bible studies & youth groups
(Spanish). San Pedro El Panorama, Lote 10 Sección D,
La Antigua. Tels: 7821-0742, 5042-0159.
JOURNEY CHURCH - An English Worship gathering Sundays @ 6 PM in San Cristóbal, Mixco - meeting at El
Camino behind Pizza Hut. www.guatejourney.org or
Facebook.com/guatejourney

CENTRO DE PARTO NATURAL: 15 years of water birth in
Guatemala! German midwife attended. Natural birth,
routine gynecology, contraception, birth preparation,
first aid, NBCA. Info: 5709-2308, e-mail hannahcdp@
gmail.com Guatemala City, house calls in La Antigua.
HEALING HANDS THERAPY SPA: Physical therapy, deep tissue massage therapy, full service spa. Owned and operated by US licensed physical therapist. 3a av. norte #20A.
Call Micky Morrison for appt. 7832-1648, 5393-2311.
Emergency Health Care Registration. Register today
for Guatemala Medical Travel’s “Emergency Contact
Medical Network” for travelers, residents and workers.
Receive priority treatment at the best hospitals in Guatemala. Alert surgeons and providers to your medical
history and notify family & friends. Transportation,
communication, logistics and finances - all prepared
in advance. Info@GuatemalaMedicalTravel.com. US:
(305) 797-0540, Guatemala: 5737-3023, 4486-9930.
Emily F. Wolfe - Psychologist / Therapist / Counselor
US trained and Board Certified. Professional and confidential. Located in Antigua. Phone: 4366-9125. Call
for an appointment. Reasonable rates. Email: antigua.
therapygroup@gmail.com
PSYCHOLOGIST, specialized in Systemic family psychotherapy (Family constellations), trauma healing
through Ericksonian hypnosis. Experience, professionalism & confidential. English/Spanish. Lic. Lucía
Samayoa, 5a calle oriente #10A, La Antigua. Tels: 78320357, 7832-0585. lsamayoaaparicio@gmail.com Appointments only.
First they laugh at you then they ignore you
then they fight you then you win.
—Mahatma Gandhi

CLICK ON US TODAY - Feature articles, Calendar of events,
Guatemala maps, Business Directory, current updates,
fun photos, RSS feeds, mobile access, Facebook and
more. www.RevueMag.com

Just tell ‘em “lo vi en la revista REVUE
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Babysitting Service for your Pet.
Registered Establishment with lots of T.L.C.
Call: 2478-1649 ~ Tel/fax: 2478-1595

classifieds
IMMIGRATIONSERVICES
Visas & Residencies • Legal Advice • Work Permits
Companies & Off Shore Trademark • Translations
• Guatemala City: 12 c. 1-25 z. 10 Géminis 10, Torre Sur,
11 floor, office #1111 Tels. 2335-3031, 2335-2849
• La Antigua: 5a av. sur #6, interior 1, Restaurante Monoloco,
Tels. 7832-4216 / 7832-4195

info@immigrationguate.com / www.immigrationguate.com

LA BIBLIOTECA

5a Av N. #2 (2nd floor), on the park, La Antigua
Community Library -- 5000 visits per month.
Administered by the Fundación Cultural Duane Carter
— Donations gratefully accepted —
fcdcantigua@hotmail.com
Tels: 7832-8381, 7832-8384 Fax: 7832-3651

Ship your household goods to Guatemala
ECONOMICALLY
from anywhere in the Continental U.S.

IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE

JOSÉ CAAL will advise on your Visa Extensions

ATTENTION FREELANCE WRITERS

Please contact the REVUE magazine for article
submission guidelines. editor@revuemag.com

INSTRUCTION
FOR SALE
HONDA CR-V ‘99: 4x4 186,000 km. The perfect car for
Guatemala! Good-sized SUV that’s in great shape. Selling because we are leaving the country. Q40,000 o.b.o.
Please call to see and test drive. Tel: 4689-0762.
2010 Honda CLG: 125cc. Like new with only 3,000kms.
Perfect motorcycle for getting around town and great
on gas. Q9,000 o.b.o. Tel: 4689-0762.
Electric water heater, 40 gal: still in the box. Bradford White Energy Saver, 1-phase, equipped with Hydrojet. $400 o.b.o. Can be seen at 6a calle poniente #2,
La Antigua, Tel: 7931-4500.
BLUEBERRIES/ARÁNDANO AZUL: Organic, super tasty and
very healthy. Orgánicos, dulces y muy saludables. Tels:
7831-5799, 5671-9530.
SECOND-HAND SHOP: clothing, shoes, purses, lots of
books in English (also in Spanish, German and Italian),
books on tape, house & kitchen ware, jewelry, stuffed
toys, CDs, framed posters & artwork and more! December holiday inventory—Christmas wrapping and ribbons, stockings & stuffers, wreaths, artificial Christmas
trees, holiday decorations … the shop is located inside
the Revue building, 6a calle poniente #2, La Antigua.

Horseback Riding, English Equitation Classes: from
beginner to intermediate level. Taught by English instructress. See also ad under “Fun Stuff” - Ravenscroft
Riding Stables. New Tel #: 7830-6669, 5408-7057.
MAXIMUM LEVEL Spanish classes. Small group & private
in beautiful modern facility. Native certified teachers, internet/Wi-Fi, free salsa lessons, 24/7 support,
homestays available, www.maximonivel.com or call
7932-1500.
MEDITATION COURSE, Primordial sound by certified instructor from the Deepak Chopra Center (Calif.). For
more info. please call or drop by (mornings only). Tel:
7832-0245, 2a calle oriente #6, ask for Cynthia. Classes
in English or Spanish.
TEFL Certification Program in Antigua! Learn to teach
English, make money & travel around the world! TEFL
certification accepted worldwide. In-country discount
off regular rates. visit www.maximonivel.com or call
7932-1500.
WRITING A MEMORABLE TRAVEL JOURNAL: Jumpstart your
travel writing with writing exercises led by experienced writing teacher and author, Louise Wisechild.
Join us in Antigua Saturday mornings 9:30 - 12:00. Q60
session. louisewisechild@ymail.com Tel: 5468-8217.

REVUE – fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Facebook
103

classifieds

CHRISTMAS SALE

Decorations & Gifts

Enjoying your time in Guatemala?
Want to give something back?
WINGS provides access to reproductive health education
and family planning services for low-income, rural and
indigenous Guatemalans. Our five programs— Family
Planning, Youth WINGS, WINGS for Men, Cervical Cancer
Prevention and Treatment, and Advocacy—aim to
empower Guatemalans to make healthy, informed choices
about their reproductive health.

Please support our work
with a tax-deductible donation:
$25 pays for 1 man to receive a vasectomy.
$50 provides 1 year of Depo Provera injections for 4 women
allowing them to take control of their reproductive lives
$85 protects 2 women from unplanned pregnancies for up
to 5 years through Jadelle (a reversible hormone implant)
$150 provides voluntary tubal ligations for 6 women.
Donations can be made online at www.wingsguate.org
or in person at our office in Antigua (9a calle poniente
Residenciales El Rosario #3). Email: info@wingsguate.org.
WINGS is a U.S. registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

6a calle poniente #2 (inside the Revue building)
La Antigua T: 7931-4500 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

My dog is usually pleased with what I do, because
she is not infected with the concept of what
I “should” be doing. —Lonzo Idolswine

Proceeds benefit Animal Welfare Programs

Until he extends the
circle of his compassion
to all living things,
man will not find peace.
—Albert Schweitzer
Hound Heights, AWARE’s no-kill animal refuge,
is currently sheltering between 250-270 dogs and
over 80 cats. For every animal adopted, more and
more take their place.
It’s so easy to “rescue” an animal. Next comes the
hard part: these dogs and cats (of all ages, in all
manner of condition) need medical attention, spaying/neutering, vaccinating, they need to be housed
and comforted, fed and walked, brushed … many
will live out their lives at Hound Heights, cared for
by human kindness and generosity. They deserve
no less. Just because they don’t have a home,
doesn’t mean they don’t deserve a life.
For more information on pet adoptions, giving
donations, pet fostering or sponsoring, please visit:

www.animalaware.org
Hound Heights, Aldea Pachaj, Interamericana km 40, Sumpango
Guatemala xenii-2@usa.net Tels: 7833-1639, 5401-3148
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ANIMAL
LOVERS

Volunteers Needed: walking, feeding, grooming,
training, housekeeping, sanitation...
Donations: monetary, food, medications, bedding,
accessories, toys, cleaning supplies, pet crates...
Love: Sponsorships, Foster and Permanent Homes

United for Animals / Unidos para los Animales

Message for Terry or Linda at 7931-4500 (weekdays)
6a calle pon. #2 (Revue bldg.), La Antigua

Animal Shelter, Hound Heights, Sumpango

AWARE: Animal Welfare Assoc., Rescue & Education
For daily & live-in VOLUNTEER positions contact Xenii
Tels: 7833-1639, 5401-3148, www.animalaware.org

classifieds
SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT

SWORN (LEGAL) TRANSLATOR: Legal and free translations,
Spanish/English. Tels: 2261-0792, 5417-9079. We also work
ads in FREEHAND AND PHOTOSHOP in both languages.

International Antigua-based inbound tour operator
is seeking BILINGUAL SALES & OPERATIONAL STAFF. Good
income possibilties, mid- to long-term commitment
only. Experience in the tourism industry desirable but
not essential. Please send CV to hr@viaventure.com

Large appliance repair: washer/dryer, stove, etc. Ya
no busque quien repare su lavadora, secadora o
estufa eléctrica, yo se la reparo en su casa. Llámeme:
5852-2617, Oscar Chacón. Trabajos garantizados.
STERLING FOUNDRY: Fine arts & architectural bronze
casting. Lost wax ceramic shell & sand casting. Quality & service. Call Gregorio (Spanish) Tels: 5965-4093,
7943-9715 or Rae (English) Tel: 7882-4282.
CERTIFIED TRANSLATOR IN ANTIGUA. Professional, accurate,
prompt and urgent translations. Contact: translationsgt@
gmail.com, Tels: 5630-2405, 7832-5306. Registered in the
Ministry of Education and in the U.S. Embassy. Traductor
Jurado en Antigua: Traducciones legales y juradas.
LEGAL AND RESPONSIBLE TRANSLATOR IN ANTIGUA: Professional and urgent translations. Registered in the Ministry of Education and the U.S. Embassy. Contact: Cel:
5306-6931 or tonymendozaperez@yahoo.com

HI-TECH REPAIR, SUPPORT AND SALE: Digital cameras,
iPods, computers, Windows, Mac, laptops, desktops. Virus problems and upgrades. Enlaces, 6a av.
norte #1, La Antigua. Tel: 7832-5555.
RETIRED U.S. TAX SPECIALIST: Now residing in Guatemala,
accepting new clients living in Central America who
want to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax obligation. 24
years experience in individual and corporate tax planning and preparation. Contact: Steven Pittser, email:
stevenpittser@yahoo.com or Tel: (502) 4374-1199.
Cabbage: a familiar garden vegetable
about as large and wise as a man’s head.
—Ambrose Bierce

FOOD & LODGING
Hotel Chalet Suizo, 7a avenida 14-34, z. 1, Centro
Histórico, Guatemala City. Comfortable rooms w/private bath, very economic & hygienic. Familiar environment, very quiet. Wi-Fi. Parking lot & restaurant. Tels:
2251-3786, 2232-0429.
ROOMS WITH SHARED BATH AND KITCHEN at CasaSito Volunteers’ House – Antigua, Colonia Candelaria. Price:
Q1,000 p/p for 2 weeks, Q1,600/p/p-month for single
room, Q1,100/p/p/month for double room, includes internet/wireless and water/coffee/tea. All proceeds are
used to support CasaSito Association’s education program. Info: www.casasito.org or call 5993-1633.

Send us your comments feedback@revuemag.com

Are you a creative spirit who enjoys working with
young children? Educare, an alternative, bilingual
school located in San Lucas Sacatepéquez, is looking
for Pre-School, First and Second Grade teachers for the
2012 school year. Please send resume and realistic salary
to all 3 addresses. milamarev@gmail.com, katinkaht@
gmail.com and educarecomunicacion@gmail.com
Spanish speaking Master ALBAÑIL, 35 years experience, specialized in Colonial construction is seeking
long and/or short term employment. References. Call
Esteban: 5981-5664.
Flex/Action script: Positions available for programmers (including trainees) staying or living in Antigua.
Short and Long Term. See www.veeops.com/jobs or
contact hr@veeops.com

s e bus c a

ejecutivo(a) de ventas con experiencia
Enviar CV a: ventas@revuemag.com
o contactar a John al 7931-4500

FUN STUFF
RAVENSCROFT RIDING STABLES: Tels: 7830-6669, 5408-7057
(English owners) 2a av. sur. #3, San Juan del Obispo (2
miles south of Antigua). English (European) style riding
on fit, well-trained horses. Accompanied scenic rides &
equitation lessons from beginner to intermediate level,
intensive courses our speciality. Boots & helmets provided. Please call for reservations & more info.
FREE TOUR AROUND MACADAMIA FARM! Free samples of our
chocolates, nuts, etc. Free facials with our cosmetic products. Learn & contribute to our sustainable development
project. Call or e-mail for reservations exvalhalla@gmail.
com 7831-5799, 5889-4925, 5671-9530/English.
MAYAN SPIRIT WORLD ADVENTURES, make that connection! Get INTO the real Guatemala and the Mayan
world instead of just skimming the surface. Also: hiking, caving, swimming, tubing. A very unique place!
www.dearbrutus.com/donjeronimo
WINTER SOLSTICE TOUR TO TIKAL: Join this small group
cultural tour in Tikal for winter solstice. Learn about
the Mayan calendar and magnificent Tikal. Explore the
wildlife, medicinal herbs and the unique communities
around Lake Petén-Itzá on this inspiring and unusual
tour. louisewisechild@ymail.com Tel: 5468-8217.
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I would rather be on my farm than be emperor
of the world. —George Washington

Home is not where you live but where they
understand you. —Christian Morgenstern

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

ANTIGUA AREA

ANTIGUA AREA

FULLY-FURNISHED LOFT APARTMENTS: A few minutes from
the center of La Antigua. Each one w/ balcony & stuning view of the 3 volcanoes. Livrm, dinrm, equipped
kit, 2 bath, cozy bdrm, mezzanine. Internet & cable TV.
www.aptosanbartolo.com.gt rents@aptosanbartolo.
com.gt Tels: 7832-7452, 4739-1625.

Fully equipped high quality Colonial lofts in condo.
A few minutes from central park, security, purified water
from water well, versatile contracts. Excellent rental rates.
Tels: 4770-8684, 5555-1790. www.barrioantonelli.com

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT, Conveniently located in access
controlled complex, 3 bdrm, large closets, 2½ baths,
liv/din, fully equipped kitchen, hot water, washer &
dryer ready. Cable, internet access and other services
incl. Furn. $525/mo, unfurn. $425/mo. Tels: 7832-5390,
4216-8175, 5815-5673.
Beautiful house in Central Antigua, walking distance
to everything! 2-story, 3 bedrooms with a large terrace
and gorgeous views of volcano and mountains. Featuring a spacious garden with lots of flowers, fireplace.
Fully furnished. Tels: 4188-2335 or (314) 725-4093.
BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED APARTMENT: Very exclusive area,
2 bdrm w/bath, hot water, liv/din, fully equipped kit,
cable TV, internet, family livrm, fireplace, terrace, laundry, garage. Tels: 5578-4739, 5910-2615, 7832-7036.
FULLY FURNISHED & EQUIPPED APARTMENT, 1 bdrm, livrm,
kitchen/dining, bath. Internet, cable. Washer/dryer.
Quiet residential neighborhood. No pets. Call Ana:
5501-1101.
BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED HOUSE, 2 bdrm w/bath, hot water,
liv/din, kit, cable TV, internet. Terrace, beautiful view,
Laundry, fully equipped. Q5,000/mo. Avail. Dec. 15. Tel:
5923-5659.
APARTAMENTO AMUEBLADO para 1 ó 2 personas, incluye agua y luz. 5 cuadras del parque central. Q2000.
FURNISHED APARTMENT for 1 or 2 persons, 5 blocks from
Central Park. Q2000, services incld. chiquiurias@hotmail.com (English) or tel: 5704-0212 (Español).
FULLY EQUIPPED ROOMS, Access to livrm, dinrm & kitchen.
Nice environment. Q900. Tels: 4214-1600, 5938-2299.

Just tell ‘em “lo vi en la revista REVUE
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Furnished cottage, liv-din-kitchen area, 2 bedrooms,
2 baths. Water heater, washer/dryer, yard, cable. Nonsmokers. $450/month. Info. 5855-6724.
BEAUTIFUL APARTMENTS: 2 bdrm, liv, din, laundry, fullyequipped kit, 2½ bath, cable TV, Wi-Fi, 24-hour security, cleaning service. 4 blocks from the park. Daily,
weekly or monthly. arteceramico12@hotmail.com Tels:
7832-7141, 5096-6740.
LAS GOLONDRINAS APARTMENTS: Antigua G., bedrooms:
cable TV, private hot showers; apartments with complete kitchen, Wi-Fi. “Different sizes-different prices.”
Daniel Ramírez Ríos. Tels: 7832-3343, 5713-6429 drrios@intelnet.net.gt www.lasgolondrinasapts.com

LAKE ATITLÁN
NATURE LOVERS: 2 fully equipped houses outside Santiago Atitlán, 1 lakeshore & 1 above. Kitchen, study,
livrm, sleeping room. Private garden. Fully equipped.
2 persons max. $380 monthly each. Tel: 4628-5986.
ROOMS BY DAY $10 PP, BY WEEK $50 PP, BY MONTH $180
PP. General kitchen, pure water, coffee or tea. Parking,
wireless internet, private & shared bathroom. Beautiful house & garden. WE ALSO OFFER: Tours and activities,
shuttle service, language classes, parking and laundry. Calle Santander, 100 mts. from the lake. Call 52581555 or erickmoralesp@gmail.com

If your business is not worth
advertising, then advertise it for sale.

www.revuemag.com
publicidad@revuemag.com
PBX: 7931-4500

REAL ESTATE

Merry Christmas

3a calle oriente #15, La Antigua Tels: 5993-8844,
4905-0192 solutionsantigua@yahoo.com
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Sleeping Dogs cont. from page 80
at night, preferably in the same room you
sleep in. If the dog is inside the house, he
can’t be poisoned. Your dog’s hearing is incredibly sensitive. He will hear the sound of
a break in and begin barking. The intruder
will be left with the doubt as to where the
barker is and how big it is. He will also
know that he has lost any element of surprise. This is a much bigger deterrent than a
dog loose in a yard.
Another benefit is that although your
dog hears so much more than you do, when
he is inside the house he is much less likely
to hear or see the cat on the fence and bark
at it. Dogs also watch our body language
and take cues from us. If they see that we
are not interested in or alarmed by the bell
on the bicycle passing outside, they quickly
learn to ignore the sound and not bark.
So you will both sleep better, and if your
dog does bark and wake you, it is probably
worth getting up and checking.
Finally, from the dog’s point of view,
being inside with you only strengthens his
bond to you and your family and increases
his feeling of belonging and his desire to
protect you. Dogs are not solitary animals.
They gravitate to other dogs and to people.
Especially if you only have one dog, sleeping alone outside and away from you is very
hard for him. Some of the best time I spend
with my dogs is with them curled up at my
feet while I watch TV, read a book, or work
on the computer. Knowing that my dog is
near my bed at night makes me feel secure,
and being close to me makes my dog feel
secure, too.
Given his own free choice, your dog
would choose to sleep on a mat or pad near
you—why not try it? I bet you will never put
your dog outside for the night again.
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ALERT

submitted by M.L and W.T

Debit Cards
Compromised, AGAIN

This past year, there were many reports of
bank fraud in Guatemala involving ATM
debit cards. Locals and visitors alike were
victimized. The result: Computer-savvy
thieves garnered millions of dollars from
bank accounts worldwide.
In November the Banco de América Central ATM in La Antigua Guatemala was
struck again. We were among the victims;
our account was cleaned out in a day. BAC
officials are pledging to investigate and reimburse account holders—but only after 35
business days!
Until thief-proof safeguards are instituted,
please avoid using BAC ATM machines!
Money may be the husk of many things
but not the kernel. It brings you food,
but not appetite; medicine, but not health;
acquaintance, but not friends; servants,
but not loyalty; days of joy, but not
peace or happiness. —Henrik Ibsen

REAL ESTATE

Your Real Estate Team in Antigua
Home, Business, Property Management

www.teamantigua.com
Calle del Espíritu Santo #37A, La Antigua
7832-7600 or 7832-7412 • info@teamantigua.com

REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE
SACATEPEQUEZ
LAND LOCATED IN PRIVATE COMMUNITY behind Florencia
Ecological Park (15m. x 35m). Beautiful view of volcanoes & Lake Amatitlán. US$35,000. Tel: 5203-6021
efren.menchu@gmail.com
Why not live in a home just 7 km above Antigua? Surrounded by green hills, an unforgettable view and access via
a new all-weather cement road? Call 5081-9589 after
4pm.

IZABAL
IZABAL, 300mts de orilla del Lago OCRET: 9 manzanas,
3 casas más de 1,000mts de construcción. Electricidad,
2 muelles, etc. Tels: 5667-0369 o 4079-2374 (English).
300 mts from the shore of Ocret Lake: over 15 acres
with 3 houses, electricity, 2 docks, and more.

LAKE ATITLÁN
San Marcos La Laguna, Houses and Land for sale or
rent. Direct contact with the owner. Call 5788-7661.
www.claudiosapartmentsforrent.com or email us at
claudiosmarcos@yahoo.com
EUROPEAN INVESTORS are looking to acquire land/property in the Lake Atitlán area. Owners or agents please
call: 5598-5677. INVERSIONISTAS EUROPEOS buscan terrenos/casa en el área del Lago de Atitlán. Propietarios
o agentes por favor contáctenos al teléfono: 5598-5677.
BACHELOR IN PARADISE. Nice little 2 story house near
beach. Million dollar view of Lake Atitlán. Great location in friendly San Pedro La Laguna. Best deal in
Guatemala. Tel: 5304-5395. clarkrowton@gmail.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
SMALL HOTEL & RESTAURANT AT LAKE ATITLÁN, 50 meters
lakefront, big garden, US$190,000. Tel: 5513-3712.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
VERY FAMOUS & SUCCESSFUL RESTAURANT/BAR FOR SALE IN
LA ANTIGUA GUATEMALA: Promoted within Worldwide
Travel Guide Books including The Lonely Planet/
Rough Guide. The restaurant has 115 seats on 2 levels
including a Terrace Bar with magnificent views of the
city & surrounding volcanoes. This is a favorite restaurant of both local & international clients with a broad
menu that caters to all! Priced to sell with a two-year
return on your investment. Email: tmerpaw@msn.com
PANAJACHEL CÉNTRICO Vendo Fonda del Sol. Incluye hotel casa y locales comerciales, totalmente equipados
y funcionando. Interesados Tel: 5936-1099 or see our
website: www.hotelfondadelsol.com
KEY LEASE FOR RISTORANT E PIZZERIA NAPOLI, several meters from La Antigua’s Central Park. Restaurant, hotel
& a place to live. 40 years of accreditation. Totally
equipped (water, electricity, cable). Tels: 4723-8272,
5416-1748, ozne16@hotmail.com

REVUE’s Property
Conversion Chart
1 Caballería = 45.12 hectares 1 Manzana = 10,000 vr2
1 Caballería = 64 manzanas 1 Manzana = 6,988 mt2
1 Manzana = 1.7 acres
1 Hectare = 10,000 mt2
1 mt2 = 10.764 ft2
1 Hectare = 2.471 acres
1 Hectare = 1.43 manzanas 1 mt2 = 1.431 vr2
1 Acre = 43,560 ft2
1 Acre = .4047 hectare
1 Acre = 4047 mt2
1 Acre = 5645.4 varas2

1 Vara = 32.9 inches
1 Yard = 36 inches (3ft)
1 Meter = 39.37 inches
Note: the precise size of a vara depends
on which source you use!
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I refuse to believe that
trading recipes is silly.
Tuna fish casserole is
at least as real as
corporate stock.
—Barbara Grizzuti Harrison

If you need to get the word out,
Revue is the most effective
promotional magazine.
publicidad@revuemag.com
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Tourist Police (Antigua)
7832-4131
La Antigua Bomberos (Fire)
Voluntarios: 7832-0234
Guatemala City
Tourist Assistance
dial 1500 (24-hour)
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Never work before breakfast;
if you have to work
before breakfast,
eat your breakfast first.
—Josh Billings

Revue Online Business Directory
Hundreds of Guatemalan websites are one click away...

http://revuemag.com/links/
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Casa

FANTASY II
* PROPERTY OWNERSHIP IS REQUIRED

154 mt2 of Construction

DESIGN YOUR HOUSE AS YOU LIKE IT
LAYOUT:
• Living Room • Dining Room • Kitchen
• Main Bedroom w/walk-in closet and private bath
• 2 Guest Bedrooms sharing 1 bath
• Studio • Porch • 2 Bay Windows

Financing available with

s
Payment
from 00

Q4,825

OPEN DAILY

COME AND SEE OUR MODEL HOMES

1a Calle 1-58, z.13, Pamplona
(behind the América Latina school)
(502) 2472-0036, 2472-0504, 2475-3424

www.casastipicocanadienses.com info@casastipicocanadienses.com

