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Happy Holidays!

FREE

¡FOTÓGRAFOS!

PHOTOGRAPHERS!

Si quiere participar en la
8a edición anual de fotografía
de REVUE en enero 2011, por favor
envíe sus fotografías en alta resolución
con el título/lugar, su nombre,
sitio web o como desea que
aparezca el crédito a:

If you would like to participate in the
8th ANNUAL PHOTO ISSUE
of the January 2011 REVUE,
please send your HI-RES photos
with caption/location and your name
and website for the credit line to:

fotos@revuemag.com

no later than December 10, 2010

no más tarde que dic. 10, 2010
Gracias, esperamos con ansias otro
montón de imágenes increibles.
—Equipo REVUE
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photos@revuemag.com
Thank you, we look forward to
another batch of incredible images.
—REVUE staff
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FROM THE EDITOR

D

ecember is here and with it the usual and unusual sights, sounds and
flavors of the Christmas season.
Elizabeth Bell fills us in on her favorite among the unique ceremonies of the
Christmas season, while Joy Houston tells
us about festivities honoring the Virgin of
Guadalupe.
Need some holiday gift ideas? Jennifer
Rowe took a whirlwind tour of La Antigua
Guatemala shops to write a holiday gift
guide. We also have a recipe for Guatemala’s
holiday punch.
It’s not all about Christmas, though.
Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth delves into ancient
chocoholics and the symbols they left behind, and D. Wayne Coop fills us in on the
spicy topic of chiles.
Meanwhile, Peter C. Meyer takes us on
a bird watch, focusing on an unappreciated
species.
Looking ahead to January, Jason Kennedy explains the ceremonies coming up
in Chiquimula to honor the Black Christ.
There’s much more in Datebook and
throughout this month’s issue.
You also might notice a change in our
personnel roster—me! I’ve recently returned
to Antigua to become the Revue editor. My
career includes nearly 20 years at The Associated Press and Miami Herald, and I’ve been
affiliated with the Revue since 2002 as a writer, associate editor and copy editor.
It’s great to be back in Antigua. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!
—Matt Bokor
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TRADITION

by Joy Houston

Patron of the Americas
A procession in honor of
the Virgin of Guadalupe
leaves La Merced Church
(cesar tián, la antigua, 2009)

S

ome of us like to ease into the Christmas season. Year after year it seems to
come suddenly. For others it’s never
too soon. They like to stretch it out as long
as possible. The celebrations of the Virgin
of Guadalupe have something for everyone.
The easers can enjoy yet take it slowly; it’s a
festive event but not a Christmas one. The
stretchers can just add it to the list, right after the Burning of the Devil.

recounted centuries later, versions vary as to
what happened. It was 10 years after Spanish
conquistador Hernán Cortés defeated the
Aztecs. Catholic missionaries came to evangelize, replacing the Aztec religion—which
was not a bad thing if one remembers that
that religion practiced human sacrifice at
the rate of some 20,000 per year. But along
with evangelizing came slavery—which was
a bad thing.

On December 12 children all over Guatemala don traditional indigenous dress and
carry the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe, patron of the Americas, in procession
through their parishes, accompanied by fireworks and dances with bands and/or marimbas and stands of traditional foods. The
tradition originated in Mexico and spread
throughout the Americas, perhaps first to
Guatemala.
The year was 1531 and, as most events

A tourist guide in Mexico City tells the
story this way. A dark-skinned Virgin Mary
appeared to Juan Diego, an indigenous
peasant, on a chilly December 9 on Tepeyac
Hill, site of the Aztec temple dedicated to
the Earth goddess and destroyed by order of
Bishop Juan de Zumarraga. Mary told Juan
Diego to go and ask the archbishop to build
a church for the indigenous people on that
very site—a formidable task for the poor,
47-year old native. ...continued on page 104
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colibrí

casa de los gigantes

Holiday Shopping
in Antigua

text/photos
by Jennifer Rowe

If you are new to Guatemala, on a budget, or just having trouble coming up with
unique ideas for gifts this holiday season,
do not fret! Here are a few suggestions of
what is available to you from some of the
merchants in Antigua.

I

f there’s someone on your shopping list
that enjoys setting a lovely table for the
holidays (or any other day of the year for
that matter) check out Colibrí. They have
an extensive assortment of scarves, table
runners, napkins, coasters, and placemats
sure to please every decorating style. In addition to their usual array of vibrant textiles,
during the holiday shopping season they
will be carrying Christmas-themed items
such as towels, tablecloths, napkins and
even tortilla warmers. Their prices will also
please every budget with items ranging from
Q38 to Q1,150.
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F

or an eclectic selection of incense, clothes
and jewelry, visit D’Jinn. Their store
is a colorful and calm oasis located on the
popular Calle del Arco. The inventory is constantly being updated with fashionable and
funky items such as dresses, skirts, blouses,
purses and scarves. Be sure to check out their
amazing selection of pants made out of typical indigenous fabrics. Prices at D’Jinn range
from a mere Q40 up to Q3,000.

L

ooking for original artwork? El Sol
Maya sells paintings by Guatemalan
artist Mario Lanz. His paintings feature the
woman on the label for Quetzalteca-Especial rum. He has painted her as a Guatemalan version of other characters such as Supergirl, Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, and Rodin’s
The Thinker, just to name a few. They also
sell bags of all sizes made of traditional fabrics and featuring Lanz’s images. Bags start
at Q200, paintings are Q600 and up.

un poco de todo

ritual

I

place in your house. Prices at Liverpool
range from Q2,200 to upwards of Q10,000.

f you have some time on your hands and
would like to wander around a store with
lots of space and an inventory of well over a
million items (give or take) visit Casa de los
Gigantes. The word “gigantic” is in their
name for a reason—you name it, they probably have it. They offer room after room of
unique and fun items such as nativity sets,
pottery, candles, ornaments, statues, dishes
—including one huge room dedicated to
nothing but textiles. Overwhelming? Yes, but
in a good way. Prices start at Q25. And here’s
a fun fact—according to Siggy, the owner of
Casa de los Gigantes, if you were on actor
Matthew McConaughey’s Christmas list a
couple years ago, odds are the teak cutting
board you got from him came from her store.

S

o, let’s say the sky’s the limit this holiday season. (If so, please add me to your
shopping list.) How about giving a pool
table to that special someone this year? Visit
Liverpool and check out their fine selection
of pool, foosball, poker and yes, even ping
pong tables. If you bring your room measurements, they can help you decide what
size table will work the best for your space.
They also carry all of the accessories you’ll
need to make the game room the most fun

F

or an educational shopping experience,
check out Casa Del Tejido, a store and
museum of indigenous textiles run completely by indigenous people. They will be
happy to give you a tour of their museum
and explain the significance of the different
traditional fabrics, clothing and head wear
from each region. You can also see a weaving
demonstration and visit room after room of
colorful textiles. In addition to clothing,
purses, scarves, hats and masks, they sell
chocolate and coffee so there’s something
for everyone and every budget.

L

a Casa del Conde carries all types of
new books and maps, as well as travel
guides for the Central American region. If
there’s someone on your list who is becoming bilingual, take a look at their selection
of Spanish textbooks. And for those sending gifts back home, why not show people
how beautiful our town is by giving them an
Antigua photo book for Q145? It includes
pictures of Antigua taken by expert photographer Thor Janson, who was featured in the
November 2010 edition of REVUE.
revuemag.com « 15

(courtesy: joyería del ángel)
joyería del ángel

b fashion

W

H

ant to buy something with a little
sparkle to it? Joyería del Ángel is
a lovely, bright and inviting store—good
vibes abound here. Ivonne, the owner, is
outgoing and fun—she would love to show
you around and discuss their one-of-a-kind
designs. In addition to jewelry, they also sell
sunglasses, purses and beautiful French hats
and scarves. They believe having fun while
shopping is important, so every weekend
during the month of December they are offering cookies and drinks to their customers. So stop by, grab some coffee, and take a
look at their exclusive jewelry designs! Prices
start around Q325 and go up from there.

I

f you happen to be in the Central Park
while doing your shopping, visit Un Poco
de Todo. As the name suggests, they carry
a little of everything—t-shirts, calendars,
books, hats, music, postcards, original artwork, coffee… Their selection of cookbooks
includes those written in both English and
Spanish, so there’s something for everyone.
And if there’s a wee little person on your
shopping list, they also carry children’s books.
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ardware stores aren’t just for nails and
paint anymore. El Mástil is an excellent place to buy gifts for men and women
alike. They carry a great selection of Victorinox merchandise, including flashlights and
the extremely popular Swiss Army knives.
And if you want to give the gift of life, they
sell EcoFiltro water purifiers—what could
be better than giving someone the benefit of
clean drinkable water all year? If you can’t decide what to get, ask for Gabriel—he would
be happy to offer you some suggestions.

F

or the gardener on your list, Vivero La
Escalonia is your one-stop shopping
destination. Here you will find everything
from house plants, trees, shrubs and flowers to gardening tools such as gloves and
shovels. During the holidays they will be
selling wreaths and poinsettias. They also
offer a lovely assortment of pots, fountains,
statues and bird feeders for those looking to
beautify their yards. While shopping, take
a break and enjoy a meal in their café. If
you are stumped (bad pun?) and don’t know
what to buy, they also offer gift certificates.

d’jinn

el patio antiques

I

F

f there’s a fashionista on your list, go to B
Fashion. Their inventory of trendy blouses, skirts, pants, purses and jewelry includes
items from Guatemala and the United States.
Their selection of items is sure to please all
styles. They are in the process of updating
their store with winter items just in time for
the holidays. Prices start at Q125.

L

ooking for something special for the person who has everything? Look no further
than Ritual. They pride themselves in selling
uncommon items from India. Their store is
full of unique merchandise including statues,
coasters, silver platters, furniture, decorative
boxes, candle holders and even a sink basin
lined entirely with mother-of-pearl.

F

or a truly unique shopping experience,
visit El Patio Antiques. Their store is
literally filled to the ceiling with one of a kind
items including carved wooden doors, glassware, religious figures, silverware, furniture,
paintings and statues. You will instantly feel
younger as you walk among their stunning
selection of antiques and vintage pieces.

or those of you who want to buy gifts
online, but are wary of the Guatemalan
postal service, Aerocasillas is here to help.
Basically, you buy something online and have
it sent to their address in Florida and they in
turn send it to their office in Guatemala. You
can track your package the entire time and
they handle all customs and logistical details,
which offers you peace of mind. The Antigua
office is located inside Monoloco.

I

f you are still unsure of what to get, a gift
certificate might be the best idea. For
anyone who is overworked and overstressed,
you can give them a day of pampering at a
local spa. Know anyone with two left feet?
Dance lessons might be the cure. A gift
certificate to someone’s favorite restaurant
would also be a great present. And if there’s
a sportsperson on your list, a fishing excursion or a hiking trip might be just what they
have always wanted.
Ok, now that you’re inspired, make your list,
check it twice, put on your walking shoes
and get out there and shop.
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sacred animals & exotic tropical plants
by Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Mesoamerica

CACAO vs PATAXTE
Chocoholics a thousand years ago and today in Mayan archaeology

T

heobroma cacao is the tree that produces the seed from which chocolate is processed. Theobroma bicolor
is the tree that produces pataxte. If you are
shown the seeds or the pods, they look pretty much the same.
But when you see the entire tree, they
are as different as night and day. The pataxte
tree is tall and has no branches anywhere
near the bottom. The cacao tree is a large
bush, with branches at many levels and
flowers from near the trunk all the way to
the top and to the ends of all the branches.
Most chocolate around the world is produced from cacao. Pataxte is rarely used to
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produce chocolate in commercial quantities. Yet pataxte is clearly mentioned in the
mythology of the Popol Vuh. The Quiche
Maya knew the difference between pataxte
and cacao.
It is ironic that although cacao is primarily a
lowland species, both grow in the highlands.
I see a lot of pataxte near people’s houses
in the San Marcos area near the MexicanGuatemalan border.
The first pataxte tree I noticed was at
Takalik Abaj archaeological site. More pataxte (and cacao) trees are at the delightful
hotel Takalik Maya Lodge about 2 kilometers from those ruins.

Cacao also grows in Petén but commercially it is grown primarily in Alta and Baja
Verapaz, Sololá, Quetzaltenango, Suchitepéquez, Retalhuleu and San Marcos (Producción Nacional y Características de la
Industria del Cacao en Guatemala).
A thousand years ago cacao orchards may
have been more widespread, since cacao is
often shown in 4th-5th century provincial
Teotihuacán-style incense burner lids from
throughout the Tiquisate area of Escuintla.
Cacao in hieroglyphs
and in Classic Maya art
Epigraphers have recognized that one of
the common hieroglyphs in the Primary
Standard Sequence refers to cacao. It is also
known that many of these vases and bowls
held the cacao drink (residue is found in the
bottom of the vessels). Clearly, cacao was
important to the Maya, both during their
life and for eternity in their afterlife.

photo left: Cacao fruit from Takalik Abaj

archaeological site (Nicholas Hellmuth)

Monkeys were associated with cacao, and even
more with pataxte. The item on its necklace could
be theobroma. (mayap collection, photo Nicholas Hellmuth)

Pataxte pod (Jaime Leonardo)

The Popol Vuh states that the head of the decapitated father of Hunahpu and Xbalanque
was a gourd that hung from a gourd tree.
There are two species of this tree, but most
archaeologists and iconographers identify the
trees on Codex-style vases as being cacao.
There are two ways to handle the discrepancy: first, the version of the Popol Vuh that we
have today is primarily a highland version;
cacao is primarily a lowland plant (though it
grows and flowers, even at high elevations).
In other words, there were probably several
regional versions of the Popol Vuh in centuries far before the Quiche ...continued on page 58

Cacao pods (Nicholas Hellmuth)
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BIRD WATCH

by Peter C. Meyer

The Unappreciated
Passer Domesticus

L

a Antigua Guatemala is a gathering
place not only for people from around
the world but also for certain animals.
One in particular feeds among our venerate
buildings, parks and churches, accepts handouts at the top of the Empire State Building in
New York City, and is found in zoos, factories
and warehouses around the world.
One pair was found breeding in a coal
mine 640 meters below the Earth’s surface,
and in China they know of its involvement
in the famine of the 1960s which cost 30
million lives.
It is the ever-present but seldom seen and
unappreciated grayish-brown sparrow, Passer Domesticus. Coming from Europe like
the pilgrims before, the first few dozen
landed in the United States in 1852; from
there they reproduced with great speed and
18 » revuemag.com

invaded the continent’s major population
centers, eventually settling even in Australia
and China.
My backyard wild bird feeder helped
raise a couple of clutches last summer. However, I remember the bird as an unwelcome
pest from my youth in Europe. I saw great
swarms of them there, descending on wheat
fields to destroy germinating grains.
One neighbor caught them in traps by the
dozen and had his wife sauté them for dinner. In 1958 Mao Zedong declared war on
four national pests that threatened the success of his communist revolution: rats, flies,
mosquitoes and sparrows.
In a massive campaign, sparrow nests
were destroyed throughout China; children
were taught to shoot them down with sling
shots to eradicate every last pair. Two years

later in 1960 the U.S. National Academy of
Science announced that the sparrow ate an
abundance of harmful insects, which aided
rather than harmed the raising of crops.
When Mao reversed his sparrow-eradication order it was too late. Soon enormous
swarms of locusts destroyed Chinese crops
and together with poor weather caused the
worst famine of his regime.
My own response to the birds’ backyard presence in Antigua was one of ambivalence.
They compete with more beautiful birds,
birds that sing, birds of brilliant plumage and
birds threatened with extinction. In contrast,
the sparrow wins no beauty contest and his
song is a shrill or at times nasal chirp. Their
nests are a disorderly collection of leaves,
grass, bits of string, paper and feathers. They
breed in the holes of trees, old walls, under
Antigua’s roof shingles or in the crumbling
ruins of ancient churches. They cleverly
snatch breadcrumbs meant for pigeons and
engage in raucous fights that send combatants chirping into nearby bushes.
Although females are smaller and less attractive, they dominate their males with whom
they mate for life. If a partner is lost, however, another is quickly replaced by one of
several novios that males or females keep on
the side. Studies show that 15 percent of a
female’s offspring is not sired by the lifelong partner. Bigamy also occurs, but this
is limited by the quarreling among females.
What struck me about these birds is how
they assimilate with our own way of life.
They prefer human company although they

can’t be tamed. They need us but don’t seem
to like us. Territories hostile to man are also
shunned by the sparrow.
When cars began to replace horses in the
1920s, spilled oats and horse fodder no longer sprinkled the streets, and the sparrows
lost a significant food supply. Their young
need insects to grow and therefore suburban sparrows are more successful parents
than birds that try to raise their young in
downtown New York, for instance.
With their lives so tied to that of our own
it worried me when recent reports indicated
that they were dying. In the Netherlands
the sparrow population has declined by 50
percent since 1980 and in England by 68
percent since 1970. In larger cities like London the bird’s population is down by over 80
percent. The causes of their disappearance
should alarm us. Studies show that both pesticides and electromagnetic radiation from
mobile phone antennae are linked to the
bird’s recent disappearance. Also, the use of
unleaded gas, which produces toxic compounds like methyl nitrite, may be a cause.
In addition our less ornate architecture, such
as the use of glass and aluminum, result in a
lack of nesting sites.
I think I will continue feeding my sparrow families, for if
the sparrow goes we
may not be far behind. If you see one in the
streets of Antigua, know that he is a symbol of our healthier life compared to that of
more-crowded population centers.
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ASK
ELIZABETH
by Elizabeth Bell

What is your favorite fiesta this month?

T

he celebration of La Concepción
in Ciudad Vieja, near La Antigua
Guatemala, is incredible!
Everyone enjoys beginning the Christmas cycle by “burning the devil” on Dec.
7. Many will gather at La Concepción in
Antigua at 6 p.m. to burn an effigy of the
devil enhanced with a sign notating local
gossip. After the reading of his “will,” the
image goes up in flames. Custom requires
the burning of paper trash in front of houses
to ward off bad spirits.
The fiestas feature a convite in Ciudad
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Vieja on Dec. 7 at about 1 p.m. with dozens
of carriages/vehicles with religious, cultural
and sports decorations. Convites are allegorical parades the day before a procession
and are great fun to see.
On the following day, Dec. 8, Ciudad Vieja
celebrates its virgin patron’s day—Día de la
Virgen de La Concepción—with incredible
dances and more fireworks than I have ever
seen all at once in Guatemala. Mass is held at
the church in the central plaza at 10 a.m., followed by the burning of granadas ...cont. page 62

TRADITION

photos courtesy of inguat

Chichicastenango
celebrates patron
Santo Tomás

H

ome of one of Central America’s
largest indigenous markets, Chichicastenango is at its liveliest
this month because Dec. 21 is the feast day
of its patron saint, Santo Tomás.

palo volador ceremony
Thrilling the
crowd below,
the dancers
spin around the
pole as their
ropes unravel
with every turn,
lowering them
closer and closer
to the ground in
a death-defying
ritual.

Festivities run Dec. 17-22 and include parades, processions, fireworks and traditional
dances, most notably the palo volador (pole
flyer). In the palo volador ceremony, the
trunk of a tall pine tree is consecrated and
raised in the plaza; costumed dancers climb
to the top and attach themselves to ropes.
Thrilling the crowd below, the dancers spin
around the pole as their ropes unravel with
every turn, lowering them closer and closer
to the ground in a death-defying ritual.
The focal point of the festival is the historic
church of Santo Tomás, opposite the market.
If you enter the church, however, don’t use
the side doors—it is regarded as disrespectful.
A glimpse of the church interior reveals a
mix of Catholic and Maya culture, especially evident during the festival.
A stop in Chichi is a must for any traveler, but
a visit during the vibrant celebrations of Santo
Tomás will be especially memorable.
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DateBook
DECEMBER Guide to culture & upcoming events

3

4

4

4

Fri. & Sat. 4, 8pm — MUSIC: Can
Can presents concert of Catalan rumbas, La Vuelta al Mundo en 80 Rumbas. Q50.
El Sitio (tel: 7832-3037), La Antigua.
Sat. & Sun., 5, 10am5pm — CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR: Handicrafts sale
by local artisans. La Galería
(tel: 7762-2432), Panajachel, Lake Atitlán.

4

Sat., 10am-5pm — ART FESTIVAL:
Casa Sito’s Art Festival features art (incl.
exhibition by Antigua children), artistic presentations, video and interactive activities.
Centro de Formación der la Cooperación
Española, 6a av. norte between 3a & 4a calle
poniente, La Antigua.

4

Compiled by Mercedes Mejicanos

Sat., 5pm — MUSIC: In concert,
Dulci Jubilo, featuring Christmas carols
by Capella Cantorum. Q70. El Sitio (tel:
7832-3037), La Antigua.

Sat., 1pm — CULTURAL EVENT: A
glimpse at indigenous culture, a Maya
sacerdote (priest) performs an authentic
ceremony/ritual. Free. La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468), 5a calle poniente
#15C, La Antigua.

4

Sat., 7pm — OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Marimba mi Lupita, Estudiantina Monteflor and Sol Naciente Trio, playing traditional Christmas
music. Will be serving tamal and ponche.
Also a Christmas bazaar, selling cookies,
candy and Christmas gifts. Free. Organized by La Fonda de la Calle Real. Calle
del Arco, La Antigua.

Sat. through Jan. 3 — ART: For the first time in Guatemala a show by North American sculptor Keith L. Andrews titled Un Pedacito de Nosotros, which includes 20 bronze
sculptures. Andrews uses sculpture to investigate themes such as empathy, isolation and
connectivity. La Antigua Galería de Arte (tel: 7832-2124), La Antigua.
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datebook

4

Sat., 6pm
— BALLET:
Annual dance
recital by students
from Escuela de
Danza Gilda Jolas
(tel: 5157-3383).
Q30 pre-sale, Q35
day of the event.
Ruinas de San
Jerónimo, Calzada
Santa Lucía norte
final, La Antigua.

6

Mon. through Fri., 10 — EXPOSITION: I Love Vintage with furniture
and art by Oscar Wyld. Museo Ixchel (tel:
2361-8081), Centro Cultural UFM, 6a calle final z. 10, Guatemala City.

7

Tues., 5:30pm — (English) TALK:
Microloans: Myths and Management, by
Franklin Voorhes of As Green As It Gets,
a non-profit organization focusing on economic development and environmentally
sustainable agriculture in Guatemala. Donation Q25. Rainbow Café (tel: 7832-1919),
7a av. sur #8, La Antigua.

7

Tues., 6pm — CULTURAL EVENT:
Quema del Diablo (Burn the Devil) a
ceremony that eliminates evil spirits and
clears the way for Christmas celebrations.
Live music. Barrio de la Concepción, 4a
calle oriente, La Antigua.

8

Wed., 4pm — CULTURAL EVENT:
Rezado, a procession of the Virgen de
Concepción with fireworks and folkloric
dances and dramas performed throughout
the route, Ciudad Vieja.

8

Wed., 5-7pm — ART: Inauguration of
exposition Su Morfo by artist Guillermo
Maldonado. Mesón Panza Verde (tel: 78322925), 5a av. sur #19, La Antigua.

7

Tues., 2pm — CULTURAL EVENT:
A celebration honoring Virgen de Concepción with a parade of floats (convite)
leaves the cathedral and travels through
Ciudad Vieja.
Please submit your DATEBOOK entry for the
JAN., 2011 edition of the REVUE by Friday, Dec. 10

8

Wed., 6:30pm — (Spanish) BOOK
PRESENTATION: Puntadas que Unen
Culturas (Embroidery Stitches that Unite
Cultures) published by Museo Ixchel. Librería Sophos (tel: 2361-8081), Plaza Fontabella, z. 10, Guatemala City.
DateBook online: www.REVUEmag.com
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8

Wed., 7pm — ART: Vivificaciones by
Guatemalan artist Félix Vidal Chacón.
Galería El Túnel (tel: 2367-3284), 16 calle1-01, Plaza Obelisco, z. 10, Guatemala
City.

11

Sat., 1pm — BENEFIT DANCE
& MUSIC: The Niños de San Antonio Aguas Calientes dance and play the
marimba, flutes and bombas. Donations
benefit educational pursuits. Free. La Peña
de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468), 5a calle poniente #15C, La Antigua.

11

Sat., 5pm — MUSICAL CONCERT: In Dulci Jubilo, Christmas
carols by Capella Cantorum. Q70. El Sitio
(tel: 7832-3037), La Antigua.

10

Fri., 6pm — THEATER: How the
Grinch Stole Christmas, with an international cast including some 25 dancers
and performers. Tickets Q25. Teatro de
Cámara, Teatro Nacional, 24 calle 3-81 z.
1, Guatemala City.

11

Sat., 7pm — EVENT: Reciclando
para mi Mundo, tapas, benefit concert and art auction featuring Grammy
Award nominee Giovanni Pinzón. Scholarship students also perform folkloric
dances; fire throwers and special musical
guests. Purchase tickets in advance. Q150
includes first glass of wine, tapas and
performances. Cash bar. Proceeds benefit
Reciclando para
mi Mundo.
Visit www.
mayatraditions.
org or contact
robin@mayatraditions.org tel:
7762-2829. La
Palapa/La Playa, Panajachel,
Lake Atitlán.
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12

Sun. — DÍA DE LA VIRGEN DE
GUADALUPE: Throughout the
country children dress in typical clothing,
paying homage to Virgen de Guadalupe
and Juan Diego of Mexico. See related article on page 11. One such procession begins
at La Merced Church, La Antigua.

13

Mon., 5pm — (English/Spanish)
FUNDRAISER: The Maya Conservancy and Conservación Maya, a non-profit
dedicated to the preservation and protection of Mayan and Pre-Mayan archaeological sites, is holding its first fundraiser. Prizes, raffles, great Christmas gifts, stocking
stuffers, photo exhibit and sale. Donation
Q50. Casa Convento Concepción 4a. calle
oriente #41, La Antigua.
Revue is not responsible for event
cancellations or date/time changes.

datebook

The oldest Guatemalan Art Gallery.
Featuring more than 100 artists.
*NEW ADDRESS: Plaza Obelisco 16 calle 1-01, zona 10
Tels: 2367-3266, 5779-0000 galeriaeltunel@yahoo.com

Primitive - Contemporary
Guatemalan Art
Gallery & Museum
4a calle oriente #10
Interior Casa Antigua, El Jaulón
La Antigua Guatemala
www.centrodeartepopular.com
Open daily

1-4

(first week in December) FILM
FESTIVAL: The 4th annual Cine
bajo la Luna (Moonlight Cinema) featuring
film shorts ranging from 25 to 50 minutes
viewed on large outdoor monitors. See related article on page 92. Panajachel, Lake
Atitlán.

Scene from the movie recently made about assassinated Bishop Gerardi. The film previews during
the Moonlight Film Festival.

For a DateBook daily
event listing, check out
“REVUE NEWS TWEETS”
www.revuemag.com

ANTIGUA Tour: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat at 9:30am with Elizabeth Bell $20
Meet at the fountain in the main square

SLIDE SHOW: Tuesdays at 6pm at El Sitio, 5a calle poniente #15 Q30
Author of Antigua Guatemala and other publications

www.antiguatours.net

Inquire about other tours and travel arrangements in Guatemala
Offices: *3a calle oriente #22 and *inside Casa del Conde (main square)
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat-Sun 9-1pm Tels: 7832-5821, 7832-0053

REVUE tiene la circulación mas grande: 20,000 ejemplares mensuales
revuemag.com « 25
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T H R O U G H O U T

La Cueva de Panza Verde

5a av. sur #19, La Antigua

(tel: 7832-2925)

Mondays — Night Blues with Nelson Lunding.
Piano & vocals.
Wednesdays — Live Jazz Trio; sax, piano, bass.
Thursdays — Buena Vista de Corazón; Cuban
Jazz. Conga and vocals by Ignacio.
Fridays — Latin Quartet; guitar, conga, piano.
Sundays — Classical music.

La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468)
5a calle poniente #15-C, La Antigua
Mondays, 7-10pm — Carlos Trujillo,
Classical & Latin Guitar music to complete
your intimate dining experience. Free.
Tuesdays, 7-10pm — Ramiro plays Trova
Cubana. Free.
Wednesdays through Sundays, 7-10pm —
Sol Latino plays Andean music (pan flutes).
Free.

T H E

M O N T H

Rainbow Café

(tel: 7832-1919)
7a av. sur #8, La Antigua

Mondays, 7:30pm — Don Ramiro will serenade
you with some beautiful Latin folk music. Free.
Tuesdays & Fridays, 7:30pm — Sergio, reggae
music.
Wednesdays, 7:30pm — Open Mike Night hosted
by Juan-Jo and friends. A complimentary drink for
all performers. Free.
Thursdays, 7:30pm — Güicho will astound
you with his guitar skills and improvisation of
Latino and pop classics.
Saturdays, 7:30pm — At.One.Ment. Come
and listen to Luke and his band. You cannot
miss it. Enjoy a few drinks and relax to some
classics.
Sundays, 7:30pm — La Raiz: Luis, Juan-Jo
& Choko, great improvised classics. Free.

Posada de Santiago (tel: 7721-7366), 1 km
south of Santiago Atitlán, Lake Atitlán

Sundays, 12:30-3pm — Ramiro plays Trova
Cubana. Free.

Fridays, 7:30pm — Mark Weinstein’s Marco
Trio will perform a variety of jazz, blues &
rock ‘n’ roll.
Saturdays, 7:30pm — La Trova del Lago
featuring Juan Sisay, Carlos Rangel and Noe
Vásquez.

I think part of a best friend’s job should be
to immediately clear your computer history
if you die. —Taymor Farhang

I don’t have a photograph, but you can have
my footprints. They’re upstairs in my socks.
—Groucho Marx

Please submit your DATEBOOK entry for the
JAN., 2011 edition of the REVUE by Friday, Dec. 10

If your bar or restaurant has live music on a regular
schedule, send info to: publicidad@revuemag.com

CHECK DATEBOOK CALENDAR LISTINGS FOR MORE CONCERTS AND SPECIAL MUSICAL EVENTS
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datebook
DATEBOOK HIGHLIGHT
THROUGHOUT THE MONTH

Circus Bar (tel: 7762-2056)
Avenida de los Árboles, Panajachel
Mondays — The fabulous piano master Chris
Jarnach plays jazz and favorite tunes;
Circus Bar Latin Ensemble plays boleros, salsa,
son cubano and other Latin rhythms.
Tuesdays — Nayno Flamenco, Rumba and
Latin Ensemble, Trova del Lago.
Wednesdays — Nayno, Latin Ensemble.
Thursdays, 7:30pm — Carlos and Carlitos,
swing and Latin rhythms. Trova del Lago, trova.
Fridays — A fascinating show of Circus Bar
Allstars.
Saturdays — Los Vagabundos, hot rhythms in
a fusion of Rumba, Flamenco and Guatemalan
traditional elements.
Sundays — Latin Ensemble.

18

Sat.,
6pm
— MUSICAL
CONCERT:
Music from the
Baroque period
with Marduk
Serrano (vocal), Israel Castillo (viola de
gamba) and Carolina Palomo (harpsichord) bringing to life compositions by
Handel, Monteverdi, Marin Marais and
18th-century Guatemalan composers.
Donation Q100, students Q75. Museo de
Arte Colonial (tel: 5297-5481), 5a calle
oriente #5,
La Antigua.

Mayan Women’s
Culture Center
opens in
Panajachel,
Lake Atitlán

T

he public is invited to the grand
opening of the Oxlajuj B’atz’ Mayan
Women’s Cultural Center in Panajachel
on Saturday, Dec. 18.
The mission of Oxlajuj B’atz’ is to educate Maya women artisans to bring about
change, through their own efforts, that will
alleviate the adverse effects of poverty and
improve their quality of life.
The grand opening celebration will feature presentations about the organization’s
educational workshops, speeches from
some of the over 360 women members,
weaving and rug-hooking demonstrations,
sale of fair trade products, chocolate sampling, refreshments, live music, art, photo
exhibition and much more.
The event is free and open to the public.
The Fair Trade store opens at 10 a.m., the
Cultural Center doors open at 11 a.m. and
the official program is from noon to 2 p.m.
The store closes at 6 p.m. Come by and
learn more about how Guatemalan women
are changing the country.
Oxlajuj B’atz’ is a project of Asociación
Tejedoras Unidas (Komon Ajkem) and the
Maya Educational Foundation. It is located
in the historic Casa Kaqchikel building in
Panajachel, on Calle 14 de Febrero, just off
the main street, Calle Santander.
For more information: 7762-6245
thirteenthreads@gmail.com
www.oxlajujbatz.org
revuemag.com « 27
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14

14

15

Mon. & Tues., 14, 6pm — (Spanish) FESTIVAL: Festival de Cortometrajes Jameson Notodofilmfest. Centro de
Formación de la Cooperación Española
(tel: 7832-1276), 6a av. norte between 3a &
4a calle poniente, La Antigua.
Tues., 5:30pm — (English) TALK:
Life in Guatemala: Brief History and
Current Conditions by Sue Patterson, a former U.S. Consul General in Guatemala
who lives in Antigua and has served in
Chile, Iran and Italy. She is also the founder of WINGS, a non-profit dedicated to
reproductive health and family planning.
Donation Q25. Rainbow Café (tel: 78321919), 7a av. sur #8, La Antigua.

Tues., 6pm (only one show this
month) — (English) SLIDE SHOW:
Antigua: Behind the Walls with Elizabeth
Bell. Q30 benefits educational programs. El
Sitio (tel: 7832-3037), La Antigua.
Fri. — POSADAS: Carts carrying
figures of St. Joseph and the Virgin
Mary go door-to-door searching for a place
to spend the night. A new house is sought
each evening until Christmas Eve, when
the posadas return to the church.

22

Wed., 5-8pm — INAUGURATION: Grand opening of El Fotógrafo Galería,
Guatemala’s first and only photography gallery. Meet artists Tom Waters, Daniel
Chauche and Jon Kaplan, who combined have been taking photographs in Guatemala
for over 70 years. El Fotógrafo Galería, 5a av. norte #29, Calle del Arco, La Antigua.
jon kaplan
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16

Thurs., 4pm — CHRISTMAS
POSADA: Enjoy a real posada,
sing Christmas carols, listen to traditional
sounds like tortugas, chinchines and whistles. Ponche and traditional Christmas
food for sale. Donation Q35 adults / Q15
children. Museo Ixchel (tel: 2361-8081),
Centro Cultural UFM, 6a calle final z. 10,
Guatemala City.

17

Fri., 5:30pm — THEATER: How
the Grinch Stole Christmas, with
an international cast including some 25
dancers and performers. Free. Centro de
Formación y Cooperacón Española, 6a av.
norte between 3 & 4 calle, La Antigua.

18

Sat., 11am-2pm — INAUGURATION: Grand opening of Oxlajuj
B’atz’ Mayan Women’s Cultural Center &
Fair Trade Store. Weaving and rug-hooking demonstration, local music, refreshments, creative reading, presentations, Maya
women group representatives, raffle for Fair
Trade Store item, chocolate sampling and
more. See highlight on page 27. Free. Calle
14 de febrero, Casa Kaqchiquel, Panajachel, Lake Atitlán.

18

Sat., 11am — ART: Encantos Chapines, paintings by students of art
professor Arturo Álvarez. Free. Cocktail.
El Sitio (tel: 7832-3037), 5a calle poniente
#15, La Antigua.
revuemag.com « 29

datebook

21

Thurs. — WINTER SOLSTICE:
The Northern Hemisphere experiences its longest night of the year. Older
cultures celebrated this night with fire to
coax the sun back to life.

21

Thurs., 5:30pm — DANCE: Mayan dances by indigenous children
from Nuevo Amanecer, K’a k’a’ Saqarik Nuevo Amenecer or New Dawn, a charity
dedicated to helping more than 30 indigenous children in San Andrés Itzapa. Donation Q25. Rainbow Café (tel: 7832-1919),
7a av. sur #8, La Antigua.

24

Fri., — CHRISTMAS EVE: Lastminute holiday preparations, gift
wrapping and cooking. Traditional food
and beverages include tamales and ponche;
10pm — Christmas Mass / Misa de Gallo;
midnight — Fireworks, families gather to
celebrate the birth of Christ and Peace on
Earth. A reminder: banks and some businesses close at noon and reopen Dec. 26.

24

Fri., 7pm — NOCHE BUENA
PARTY: Live music and lots of food.
La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468), 5a
calle poniente #15C, La Antigua.

25
28

Sat., — CHRISTMAS: Traditionally
a quiet day, with the exception of firecrackers and bombas BOOMING at noon.
Tues., 5:30pm — (English) TALK:
Partnering with the Poor: Inequality,
Education and Opportunity in Guatemala by
Jeff Barnes, Common Hope / Familias de
Esperanza, which partners with over 2,600
students and their families to break the cycle
of poverty. Donation Q25. Rainbow Café
(tel: 7832-1919), La Antigua.

31

Fri., 7pm — NEW YEAR’S EVE
PARTY: Door prizes, special menu.
Reservations suggested. La Peña de Sol Latino (tel: 7882-4468), La Antigua.

31

Fri., NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTIES:
Everywhere, including the traditional celebration in Antigua at Calle del Arco.
Live music and lots of fun, Guatemala.

THROUGHOUT THE MONTH

A

RT: — Espacios Suspendidos by artist
Alfredo García. Through Dec. 18. El
Attico, Salón del Coleccionista (tel: 23680853), Guatemala City.

M

ULTIMEDIA & ART: A Tres Bandas,
material, aural and visual narrative of
musical mestizaje presented in Latin America
since the 16th century. Through Jan. 9. Centro de Formación de La Cooperación Española (tel: 7832-1276), La Antigua.

DATEBOOK continues on page 34
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km 14.5 Centro Comercial Escala
Carretera a El Salvador
Telephone: 6637-5763/64
Monday - friday 8:30 am to 7:00 pm
Saturday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am to 6:00 pm

Carretera al Atlantico 0-80, z.17

Telefax: 2256-4564
Monday - Saturday from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sunday from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm

Calle Mariscal 18-40, z.11 across the
street from Pro-ciegos

Telephone: 2473-1941 / 2474-5194 Fax: 2474-5254
Monday - Friday from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

December 12: Children all over Guatemala don traditional indigenous dress and carry the
image of the Virgin of Guadalupe, patron of the Americas, in procession through their parishes,
accompanied by fireworks, dances and stands of traditional foods. (César Tián, www.revuemag.com)
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Tel: 2366-1031 Fax:2366-1034
libreriageminis@gmail.com
Mon-Fri: 9 - 1 & 3 - 6 Sat: 9 - 1

GEMINIS BOOKSTORE
All the latest books in English
3a av. 17-05, z.14 Edif. Casa Alta

SEWING CENTER • CENTRO DE COSTURA • NAH CENTER
Weaving, Embroidery and Sewing Supplies
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
13 calle 5-24, z. 9, Guatemala City Tel: 2332-4017

The best rates, with the
lowest deductibles and
full coverage insurance
RENT A CAR

4a calle “A” 16-57, zona 1, Guatemala City
Tels: 2220-2180, (502) 5293-7856, 5205-8252
www.adaesa.com adaesa@itelgua.com

I once bought my kids a set of batteries
for Christmas with a note on it saying,
toys not included. —Bernard Manning
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Revue Online
Business Directory

Shopping, Lodging, Dining, Services, Medical, Travel, etc

http://REVUEmag.com/links/
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A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;
It makes no noise at all,
But softly gives itself away.
—Eva Logue

I love the Christmas-tide, and yet,
I notice this, each year I live;
I always like the gifts I get,
But how I love the gifts I give!
—Carolyn Wells

The only specialists in Bedding Mfr... We handle all types of Beds.

S.A.

rniture

Beds & Fu

American know-how, with 40 years in the market.
All sizes of Beds: Inner Spring Mattresses, Box Springs or hard bases.
Beautiful Fabrics. We follow A.B.A. standards and norms.
Headboards, Night Tables, Wood Chests, Dining & Living room Furniture.
Custom-made Beds & Furniture. Will deliver.

7a Av. 2-28, Zona 9 Guatemala City Tel: 2332-4951 TelFax: 2332-7788

Lin
Canola
Artesanías típicas
All kinds of native textiles
Fabrics by the yard
Wood, leather & more
5a calle 9-60, zona 1. Centro Histórico, Guatemala City
TelFax: 2232-0858 Tels: 2253-0138
Credit Cards - Inside parking www.lin-canola.com

In Nola

Fabrics by the yard
Ceramic • Jewelry
Wood • Leather
& more
18 calle 21-31, z.10 Blvd Los Próceres www.in-nola.com
Telephones: 2367-2424, 2337-4498
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THROUGHOUT THE MONTH

A

M

A
P

M

RT: Art Harvest, exposition and sale of
works by well-known artists. Museo
Ixchel (tel: 2361-8081), Centro Cultural
UFM, 6a calle final z. 10, Guatemala City.
RT: Créche (the Adam’s collection). La
Galería (tel: 7762-2432), Panajachel,
Lake Atitlán.

HOTOGRAPHY: Necrópolis, beauty
and mistery, photos by Brenda Galindo and Flor de María Santizo, presented by
Fundación G&T Continental and Museo
San Juan del Obispo. Through Jan. 15. Palacio Arzobispal, San Juan del Obispo,
Sacatepéquez.

ondays, 4:30pm; Tuesdays, 2:30pm;
Wednesdays, 2:30pm; Thursdays,
4:30pm — BRIDGE TOURNAMENTS:
Guatemalan Duplicate Bridge Association;
contact Denni: 2478-1649, Lucy: 23690103 or Eva: (La Antigua) 7832-4327. 12
av. 2-59, z. 15 Colonia Tecún Umán, Guatemala City.
on. through Fri., 2-6pm — ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS: Free, but
register in advance at the front desk. Centro de Formación de la Cooperación Española (tel: 7832-1276), 6a av. norte between
3a & 4a calle poniente, La Antigua.

T

ues., Wed. & Thurs., 7:30pm —
(Spanish) TEATRO COMEDIA:
Sánese Quien Pueda, una comedia que te
contagiará de risa. A beneficio de la fundación para Síndrome de Down Margarita
Tejeda. Donación Q100. Reservaciones a
los tels. 4917-9190, 2261-0887. Restaurante
La Estancia, 12 calle 7-69, Plazuela España
z. 9, Guatemala City.

A

CTIVITIES (Spanish) for children,
teens & adults incl. Reading Clubs;
Art Workshop; Storytelling & Chess
Workshop. For more info., contact Librería
Infantil El Hormiguero (tel: 2368-3855),
20 calle 25-96, z. 10, C.C. La Plaza, L15,
Guatemala City.
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F

ridays, 5-6pm — (English) READING
CLUB, also ask about the NEW BOOK
EXCHANGE PROGRAM. IGA (tel: 24115555), 9a av. 0-31, z. 4, Guatemala City.

Services « Shopping
Dining « Guatemala city

Authentic brick oven
Italian Pizza
Delivery: 2366-4200
Boulevard Los Proceres 12
Av. Esquina zona 10

San Cristóbal: 4003-0061

Centro Comercial Mix, Local 19-B

www.pizzaromano.com
Every man regards his own life as the
New Year’s Eve of time. —Jean Paul Richter

The gist of New Year’s Day is: Try again.
—Frank Crane

Shakespeare Pub
Wi-Fi • Lunch Specials
Happy Hour 11-5

Near all Major Hotels. 13 calle y 1a av., zona 10,
local 5 Torre Santa Clara II Tel: 2331-2641

Café
Bar
Meals
Drinks

Books & Exhibitions

•

Live Music Thur-Sat

Vía 6, 3-55, Z. 4, Guatemala City Resv: 2334-1241

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with
your neighbors, and let each new year find you
a better man. —Benjamin Franklin

The Best in Fresh
Fruits & Vegetables
produced and packaged
with your health in mind
M-F 8:30-7pm Sat 8:30-2pm
13 calle 4-44, Z.10
Guatemala Cit y TelFax:2363-2682

Best Buffalo Wings in Guatemala
60’s & 70’s Rock
Big Screen TV
3 Pool Tables
Darts Cold Beer
SPORTS BAR
Mon-Sat 9am-1am and Sun 1pm-midnightish
13 calle 0-40, Z.10 T/F: 2368-2089
We accept AMEX, VISA, MC, Diners, Credomatic

REVUE — fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Twitter. Facebook.
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Open Mon-Sat 12pm - 5pm
The only authentic
Italian restaurant in the
Centro Histórico

I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try
to keep it all the year. —Charles Dickens
Nothing’s as mean as giving a little child something useful for Christmas. —Kin Hubbard

TelFax: 2232-9496 info@ciao.com.gt www.ciao.com.gt

11 calle 6-83, zona 1, Guatemala City

Good resolutions are simply checks that men
draw on a bank where they have no account.
—Oscar Wilde

Christmas is a season for kindling the fire
for hospitality in the hall, the genial flame
of charity in the heart. —Washington Irving

Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning
but a going on, with all the wisdom that
experience can instill in us. —Hal Borland

I wish we could put up some of the Christmas
spirit in jars and open a jar of it every month.
—Harlan Miller

An optimist stays up until midnight to see the
new year in. A pessimist stays up to make sure
the old year leaves. —Bill Vaughan

Spitters, Scratchers
and Snappers

Pet Q’s & A’s by Cynthia Burski, DVM

The sounds of the holiday season also include the booming and rat-a-tat-tat,
ear-splitting echoing of fireworks and firecrackers that terrifies many dogs.
Can they outgrow this fear?
It is definitely a myth that dogs will eventually outgrow a fear of the sound of firecrackers, thunder or other loud noises. Phobias are intense fear responses that are out
of proportion to the real threat of the situation. Although there is value in knowing
what originally caused a particular phobia, fortunately this information is not necessary to treat it. Gradual exposure, desensitization and counter-conditioning have been
used successfully.
Try to expose your dog to the stimulus without evoking fear. For example, first
by hearing a single firecracker set off at a long distance, say 100 yards or so. You then
progressively, but gradually, bring the one firecracker nearer without evoking fear. The
next step is to start over at 100 yards with two firecrackers and to repeat the process
with increasing numbers of firecrackers. Each time your pet hears the firecracker(s)
without showing fear reaction, give him a food reward and praise him. Each session
should be about 40 minutes long and can be repeated daily or even twice daily if all is
going well. If a fear response is evoked at any level, back up and start again.
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RESTAURANTE

ALTUNA
A “Classic” in the center of
Guatemala City & now in Zone 10

Specializing in Spanish and Basque
Cuisine, Seafood and Paella
5a av. 12-31, Zona 1
Tels: 2251-7185, 2253-6743
10 calle 0-45, Zona 10 Tels: 2332-6576,
2331-7200 www.restaurantealtuna.com

Offering the Largest Wine Selection in Guatemala
A little corner of Italy in Zone 10
Brick Oven Pizza, Seafood, Steak, Pasta, Salads & Panini
Monday - Saturday 12am - 1am
11 calle 3-36 z. 10, “Zona Viva” • Reservations:
2360-3035, 2360-2845 • chefchristian@msn.com
www.ristorantepecorino.com
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text and photos by Jason Kennedy

Face to face with

El Cristo Negro

A

sk most Guatemaltecos what’s in
Chiquimula and they’ll probably tell
you: “El Cristo Negro,” often followed by, “that is all there is in Chiquimula.”
Undaunted by such disparaging remarks
and the prospect of a long journey, I set out
from Guatemala City on a trip that would
end in the Basílica of Esquipulas, face to face

with El Cristo Negro (the Black Christ).
The city of Esquipulas is a five-hour
drive from the capital in the department of
Chiquimula, which is in eastern Guatemala, close to the borders of Honduras and El
Salvador. The Catholic faith arrived in the
region in 1525, brought by the Conquistadors, and after intense resistance waged by
the indigenous inhabitants, a peace
treaty was signed in 1530. After
this reconciliation, a church was
founded in honor of Santiago, the
patron saint of Spain, and it was
here that the rise of El Cristo Negro
was initiated in 1595.
The sculpture was commissioned
the previous year by Bishop Morales, from Portuguese artist Quirio
Cataño, a long-term resident of the
area, who was familiar with its particular history.
Made from lemon wood and darkened further with the fumes from
incense, El Cristo Negro was installed in March 1595. For the
next century and a half, it resided
in the church of Santiago until, in
1759, it was transported a kilometer or so to the newly built Church
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Comfortable Rooms,
Junior Suites and
h o t e l s
Standard Rooms,
Breakfast, Wi-Fi, Patios,
Tels:+502.2334.3922,
5 minutes from airport.
+502.2339.0115
4a Av. “A” 13-74, zona 9 Weekly and Monthly rates
Guatemala City
Meeting rooms & Parking

HOSTAL CAFÉ CITY

hotelcasablancainn1@gmail.com
www.hotelcasablancainn.com

Lodging « Guatemala city

Feel warm & relaxed
on your arrival!

1 from
minute
the airport

1 Minute from Airport
Free Airport Shuttle / Wi-Fi / Breakfast
Private Cabin Rooms at $15 pp
Dormitory at $10 pp
FROM
$10
7a av. “A” 17-17, z.13, aurora 1, Guatemala City
Tel: 4365-8583, 2261-3024 www.hostalcafecity.com

Rooms
starting
Rate includes:

Rooms starting at $9.99
Hot water, large parking lot
2 mins. from the airport
8a av. 17-74 Aurora I, z. 13
Tels: 2261-2963, 2261-2921

Free transportation
airport/hotel/airport,
Private Bath, CableTV,
Wireless Internet Access,
Bar, Maid Service,
& Continental Breakfast

at

$30

15 calle “C” 7-35, Aurora I, z. 13, Guatemala City
Tels:(502) 2261-3116 • 2261-3129 • 2261-2781
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of Esquipulas, where it stands today. (The
imposing church was upgraded to basilica
status in 1961.)
Throughout the centuries, numerous miracles have been attributed to El Cristo Negro,
and large displays inside the church document these personal stories. For many centuries, visitors were at liberty to approach
and kiss the statue, and did so fervently. But
wear and tear have since dictated that El
Cristo Negro retire behind a glass screen; he
is now watched over by a security camera.

As I stood there, waiting my turn, pigeons
flew in from a hole in the dome, swirling in
circles and swooping into the midst of an
ongoing service. Nobody paid any notice.
The man in front took care as he photographed the statue with his cellphone, and
after a few silent moments before the figure,
he retreated, walking backward away from
El Cristo Negro, a traditional Catholic show
of respect when visiting such icons.
Walking around the outside of the
church, visitors may be surprised to discover
a second El Cristo Negro, in a covered area
where thousands of candles burn, these offerings tended to diligently by a priest. This
El Cristo Negro is a recently commissioned
replica, a practical measure that permitted
the candles to be relocated outside, as over
40 » revuemag.com

the years they had significantly damaged
the basilica floor.
The most important day at the basilica is
January 15, when thousands of pilgrims
flock to Esquipulas from all over Latin
America in scenes reminiscent of Semana
Santa in La Antigua. The people come both
to request assistance from El Cristo Negro
and to fulfill promises to return, made in
exchange for assistance that was gratefully
received.
Many visitors, in a display of humility, approach the basilica on hands and knees, crawling the few hundred meters or so from the
entrance to the park, up the steps, and into
the church itself, before joining the long lines
waiting for their turn with El Cristo Negro.
Having made the journey myself, without
knowing what I would find, I was delighted
to discover such a magnificent building and
so many rich details of the experiences that
have occurred there. One cannot help but
be impressed by the atmosphere that centuries of reverence and awe have created
around the figure of El Cristo Negro, and
with the thought of the many thousands
who have passed here before, each with their
own unique story.
While there may be a grain of truth in the
notion that all Chiquimula offers visitors by
way of attractions is El Cristo Negro at the
Basilica of Esquipulas, the church stands
as a singular statement of religious faith in
Guatemala. A visit there can be at once a
pleasure and an inspiration.

Lodging « Guatemala city

Newly-opened Hotel 1 min from Airport FREE Shuttle
All rooms with private bath
at Aurora Airport Area

Tel: (502) 2261-2766
Cel: 4365-8583

SINGLE $35 p/p
DOUBLE $25 p/p
TRIPLE $20 p/p

7a av. “A” 17-17, z. 13 Aurora 1

www.hotelcasasantorini.com

credit cards
accepted

Bed & Breakfast

A four star hotel in the Historic Center
4 Avenida 3-25, Zona 1, Guatemala City
PBX: 2285-3434 Fax: 2232-7759

www.hostaldedonpedro.com

Mariana’s

PETIT
HOTEL

Bar/Room Service • Private Bath • Free Internet & Cable TV
Credit Cards accepted reservaciones@marianaspetithotel.com
Free Airport Transport www.marianaspetithotel.com
20 calle 10-17 Aurora II, zona 13 Guatemala City
Tels: 2261-4144, 2261-4105 Fax: 2261-4266

Hotel Residencia Del Sol

I didn’t know the full dimensions of forever,
but I knew it was longer than waiting for
Christmas to come. —Richard Brautigan

Just tell ‘em, “lo vi en la revista REVUE”

A Special &
Exclusive
Hotel
Tels: 2360-4823, 2360-4843 Fax: 2360-4793
email: residenciadelsol@gmail.com
website: www.residenciadelsol.com
3 calle 6-42, zona 9, Guatemala City
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Sensuous Guatemala: by Ken Veronda photo by Thor Janson (Semuc Champey)

T

Turquoise

urquoise is just a stew of copper
and aluminum, found in Turkey
as in much of the world, a soft
stone that’s a symbol for December and the
holiday season. Turquoise was on the list of
paint colors approved by the Spanish Colonial governments, and many little tiendas
and homes continue to be painted turquoise
blue. When our neighbor painted his house
and door turquoise, he used the extra paint
to cover his pickup, so it now blends into
the walls when parked outside.
Pools of turquoise waters form at many of
Guatemala’s hot springs. My favorites may be
the resort of Semuc Champey near Cobán, in
the Alta Verapaz Highlands, and the nearby
Grotto of Lanquín, with pleasant year-round
camping by the warm turquoise waters.
Most of magnificent Lake Atitlán is rich
garnet blue, not at all turquoise. But just
a few miles from Panajachel, off the village
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of Santa Catarina Palopó, the Bay of Peña
de Oro stretches from the sandy beach in
a soft turquoise. Mornings, fishermen’s canoes seem to float on a polished altar of turquoise, the dark volcano backdrop accentuating the light blue bay.
Turquoise-bodied hummingbirds work
Guatemalan flowers year-round, not bothering to migrate north or south as do most
of their hummingbird cousins. The Maya
tell a legend of our hummingbirds protecting a young Maya chief, wounded in
battle. When the wounds proved too grave,
the hummingbirds created the quetzal bird
from the chief, and hummingbird designs
are still common on Mayan weavings.
Spanish padres during the Colonial centuries accepted pieces of turquoise found
occasionally by miners. Look for these turquoise accents in most chapels and churches,
reminders of December’s birthstone and the
light blue color that’s beloved worldwide.

health services

English Spoken

► Prescription Glasses
► Optical Services
► Contact Lenses
► Eye Diseases Treatment
► Eye Surgery
► Certified Botox®

Dra. Paulina Castejón

M.D. Ophthalmology

7a calle poniente #15 (Casa del Búcaro), La Antigua
Tel:7882-4281 & 7823-3000 ~ visionymoda@itelgua.com
• 1-hour Zoom Whitening
• Smile Makeover
• Orthodontics
• Implants
• Oral Rehabilitation

Your Smile
Can Be a
Work of Art!

• Pediatric Dentistry

Dra. Victoria Recinos
Pediatric Dentistry
usac - ub barcelona, spain
Dr. Luis Bonilla
Prosthodontics/Implants
usac - uab chile
Dr. Mario de León
Orthodontist
usac - ceso mexico

5a calle poniente #28, La Antigua Guatemala
Tels: 7832-7945 - 5096-6694 ~ English spoken
info@soldent.com ~ www.soldent.com

www.equinoterapiaenguatemala.com

Rodolfo Laparra, M.D.

Ophthalmologist

CLÍNICA y ÓPTICA SANTA LUCÍA
High Quality Optical Services

Family Psychotherapy

Clinical Hypnosis
Homeopathic Medicine
Therapeutic Horseback Riding

Mon-Fri 9am-1pm & 2-7pm (Sat: 9-6)
5a calle poniente No. 28, La Antigua
TEL: 7832-7945 English spoken

6a av norte # 39, Antigua Guatemala
equinoterapiakej@hotmail.com Tel: 5143-0674

I think in terms of the day’s resolutions,
not the year’s. —Henry Moore

It wouldn’t be New Year’s if I didn’t have regrets.
—William Thomas

C V GG Dr. José R. Golcher
OPERATING ROOM, CLINICS
 OPTICAL INFIRMARY

Specialized Aesthetic-function
Ophthalmologists
English Spoken Adults & Children

N B

Anterior Segment, Cataract
and Refractive Surgeon

Dra. Dalia de Golcher
Retina, Vitreous &
Aesthetic Medicine Surgeon

4a av. sur final #1

Telfax: 7832-6554

www.centrovisualgyg.com

6a calle poniente #50-A • Telfax: 7832-8105

Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 7pm
Ophthalmologic Exam: 8am - 1pm
Optometric Exam: 1pm - 7pm
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health services

Hospital Privado Hermano Pedro
WE ACCEPT WORLD WIDE MEDICAL INSURANCE!

a Medicine and General Surgery
a Pediatrics
a Maternity & Gynecology
aTraumatology, Orthopedics & Arthroscopy
a Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
a Laparoscopic Videosurgery
a Otorhinolaryngology
a Urology

a Clinic Laboratory
a Pharmacy
a Videoendoscopy
a Videocolonoscopy
a X-rays
a Electrocardiogram
a Ultrasound
a Electroencephalogram

hphpedro@intelnett.com - www.hospitalhermanopedro.net

Delia Orellana

a Osseous Densitometry
a Computerized Axial Tomography
a Mammography
a Ambulance Service
24-hour Emergency Service

Av. de La Recolección #4, La Antigua
(in front of the bus station) Tels: 7832-0420,
7832-1197, 7832-1190, Fax: 7832-8752

Ana Ibargüen

Master’s Degree in Oriental
Medicine and Acupuncture,
U.S. licensed.

ACUPUNCTURIST
NANHGRA KINESI-THERAPHY
deliaorellana@hotmail.com
Cel: 5874-7749 La Antigua

Appointments: (502) 5517-1796
ana@clinicadebienestar.com ~ 3a av. norte #20-A La Antigua

Harmonize
Mind-Body-Spirit

DENTAL CLINIC

Dra. Lotty Marie Meza Rezzio

Holistic Psychotherapy
Psycho-Emotional Balancing
with Traditional Acupuncture

Cirujana Dentista UFM
Monday - Friday 8am-12pm & 2-6pm
Saturday 8am to 12pm
5a calle poniente final #27B, La Antigua
Tel: 7821-5741 Email: lotty@ufm.edu.gt

Tel: 5132-1839 kg@karmenguevara.com

Dr. Barbara Massette, Doctor of Clinical Psychology
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor, Master of Health Sciences
Depression ~ Mood Swings ~ Anxiety ~ Weight ~ Vitamins
Supplements ~ Cravings ~ Allergies ~ Nutrition
Stroke Prevention / Rehab ~ Alternatives to Medication

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION Tel: 4912-5229 La Antigua

Jorge E. De la Cruz DDS, P.C.

thomas lamothe/fl14485@optonline.net

A Thomas Lamothe original

Unlocking
Your Best!!

Eastman Dental Center | Univ. of Rochester N.Y.
Laser Bleaching
Implants
Custom dentures
Cosmetic dentistry
Crowns and bridges
Root canals

(502) 7832-0125
3a avenida norte # 11A
La Antigua Guatemala

(502) 2261-6875

Blvrd. Los Próceres 18 calle,
24-69 zona 10, Torre 1 Of. 10-07
Empresarial Zona Pradera

w w w . c l i n i c a s d e l a c r u z . c o m
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Last minute Christmas shopping

health services
Calzada Santa Lucia Sur #7
Antigua
HOUSE OF HEALTH

Emergency Service from 7:00am to 7:00pm

Medical Clinics & Diagnostics
General Medicine • Pediatric
OB/GYN • Mammogram • Ultrasound
X-Rays • Densitometry • Lab

Tels: 7832-3122, 7832-5789
We accept major credit cards

PLASTIC SURGERY
Dr. Milton Solis, Plastic Surgeon

Breast Enhancement or Reduction
Liposuction / Face Lift
Rhinoplasty / Aesthetic
Surgery in General
Appointments: 5511-4163
Blvd. Vista Hermosa 25-19
Multimédica Of. #1101, Z.15
www.doctormiltonsolis.com
Dr. Manuel Antonio Samayoa

DERMATOLOGIST

Member, American Academy of Dermatology. Specialist
in Allergic Reactions, Skin Diseases and Skin Cancer.
Cryotherapy. Cosmetic Dermatology. Chemical Peeling.
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm & 3pm-7pm, Wed 10am-2pm,
Sat 8:30-noon Tel:7832-4854 3a Calle P. #13 Antigua

Just tell ‘em, “Lo vi en la revista Revue.”
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health services
Our goal is to serve our patients with the best possible dental care in a friendly atmosphere.
AESTHETICS - FUNCTION - COMFORT Wireless Internet available for our patients
We handle all dental specialties including: DENTAL IMPLANTS & PORCELAIN CROWNS
Spanish/English spoken
2a avenida norte #3, La Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7832-0275 ~ Hours: Mon-Fri 8-12 & 2:30-6:30

PLASTIC SURGERY DR. ENRIQUE ROSSELL
Graduate of New York University Medical Center-Bellevue Hospital,
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons - St. Luke’s
Hospital, New York City. Face & Body Resculpturing.
HOSPITAL ROSSELL

Carretera a El Salvador Km. 8, Guatemala City Appts.: 2365-4611/12
Email: rossellmd@hotmail.com www.guate.net/plasticsurgeons

A good conscience is a continual Christmas.
—Benjamin Franklin

son
C efJoDeshn
igner
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5
555 555
one: +1CasAntigua
com
Teleph
Email:

on@
See
our ad in Revue
c.johns

Telephone: 5555 5555
Email: casantigu@com

Revue Online
Business Directory
Hundreds of Guatemalan
websites are one click away...
Lodging, Dining, Services,
Shopping, Medical, Travel, etc.

http://revuemag.com/links/
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health services

Pediatrician Dra. Carmen Leticia Hernández F.
Pediatric & General Surgeon Dr. J. Roberto Hernández-

Pineda (Children’s Hospital, Philadelphia, PA., U.S.A.)
English spoken ---- 24 hour emergency assistance
Mon-Fri 10am-1pm & 4pm-7pm Sat 9am-1pm
Edificio Broceta 11 calle 1-25, Zona 1 Guatemala City

Tels: 2221-2195 /96, 5899-4340, 5412-7994 Home: 2434-6647
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Professional American
Tattoo Artist with
27 years experience.
Now also professional
piercing available.
All Styles &
Custom Artwork
11 A.M. To 6 P.M.,
Tuesday through Sunday,
and by appointment.
4a calle poniente No. 17
Comercial María, Upstairs
Tels: 5997. 1964, 7832. 2926
ta2mike@yahoo.com

LIVERPOOL
Billiard Table
Factory
• Foosball tables
• Ping Pong tables
• Poker tables

6a avenida norte #34
La Antigua Tel: 4937-0244

Tel 502.5052.5559 www.liverpoolfut.com

Club Ecuestre La Ronda
• Show Jumping
• Eventing
• Pony Club
• Natural Horsemanship
Finca La Azotea, Jocotenango
Tels: 5482-6323, 7831-1120

La Casa del Conde
Librería — Bookstore

Latest Titles w Books on C.A. & Mexico
w Large selection of Maps & Art
w Spanish Textbooks
5a av norte #4, Antigua
Central Park TelFax: 7832-3322

Best tours Best Bikes Best price
• Also Motorcycle lessons
and courses
Tels: 7832-9638, 5571-7279
• Quad and Scooter rental 
www.catours.co.uk

Great food
Excellent coffee
Find us at 6a calle oriente #14

REVUE — fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Twitter. Facebook.
50 » revuemag.com

a rel a xed ambience

Services « Shopping « antigua

tintes y cortes
manicure y pedicure
masaje facial
masaje relajante
9 a c a l l e o r i e nte N o. 7-A
L a A nt i g u a G u a te m a l a
Te l s. 78 32.2824
C e l. 59 61.4 3 32

Once again, we come to the Holiday Season,
a deeply religious time that each of us observes,
in his own way, by going to the mall of his choice.
—Thomas Tusser

We will open the book. Its pages are blank.
We are going to put words on them ourselves.
The book is called Opportunity and its first
chapter is New Year’s Day. —Edith Lovejoy

nery orozco
arquitecto
www.facebook.com/pergolasantigua
Tels: 78824253, 53909876 ~ La Antigua Guatemala
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Let’s make Antigua a Plastic-free Town

Pure Water Always
The effective,
The
ecological,
Best Gift
alternative
for
to water
Christmas
purification.
available at

www. ecofiltro . com
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pbx:

7832-1789
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Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living
things, man will not find peace. —Albert Schweitzer
Hound Heights, AWARE’s no-kill animal refuge, is currently sheltering between 250-270 dogs and over 80 cats. For
every animal adopted, more and more take their place.
It’s so easy to “rescue” an animal. Next comes the hard
part: these dogs and cats (of all ages, in all manner of condition) need medical attention, spaying/neutering, vaccinating, they need to be housed and comforted, fed and walked,
brushed … many will live out their lives at Hound Heights,
cared for by human kindness and generosity. They deserve
no less. Just because they don’t have a home, doesn’t mean
they don’t deserve a life.

For more information on pet adoptions, giving
donations, pet fostering or sponsoring, please visit:

www.animalaware.org
Hound Heights, Aldea Pachaj, Interamericana km 40, Sumpango
Guatemala xenii-2@usa.net Tels: 7833-1639, 5401-3148
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Home Accessories
& Gifts

Open daily 9am to 6pm
La Antigua Guatemala

Manufacturer & Exporter

7a calle oriente #18

Tel: (502) 7832-0685
7832-4656 Fax: 7832-4659
info@casadelosgigantes.com
I totally take back all those times I didn’t want
to nap when I was younger. —Chris Young

w Facials w Manicures
w Pedicures w Wax Dep.
w Massage
Apt. El Rosario, 5a av. sur #10, Antigua
Tel: 7832-8475, 5202-0988 Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat 9-12:30

I have a hard time deciphering the fine line
between boredom and hunger. —Daniel Brick

Instead of loving your enemies, treat
your friends a little better. —David Spade
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Mayan art with
a difference!
The first stop for
your gift shopping
Tel: 5652-9782

6a calle oriente #9 Antigua

Fashion clothing
Shoes
Accessories
Lingerie

Museum “House of the Old Weaving”
Exhibition and Sale of Maya Textiles
& Production of Exclusive Handicrafts
The only place in La Antigua
managed by Indigenous People
1a calle poniente #51, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-3169 alidaperez@itelgua.com

Happy Holidays!
¡Felices Fiestas!

5a calle poniente #1, La Antigua - Tel: 7832-6504

PHOTOGRAPHY, GRAPHIC & WEB DESIGN

Of all sound of all bells... most solemn and
touching is the peal which rings out the Old Year.
—Charles Lamb

The Old Year has gone. Let the dead past bury
its own dead. The New Year has taken possession
of the clock of time. All hail the duties and
possibilities of the coming twelve months!
—Edward Payson Powell

REVUE — fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Twitter. Facebook.
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At Christmas, “It’s a Wonderful Life” makes
me cry in exactly the same places every time,
even though I know it’s coming.
—Nicholas Lea

Tradition: sit with loved one in a room lit only
by tree lights and remember that our blessings
outnumber the lights. Happy Christmas to all.
—Betsy Cañas Garmon

loddys de orozco
decoradora de interiores
www.facebook.com/pergolasantigua
Tels: 78824253, 53909876 ~ La Antigua Guatemala

El Patio

Antiques

colibrí
Fine Textiles

& Home Decor

LA ANTIGUA
7a calle poniente #8 Tel: 7832-3481
Tue-Sun 9:30am - 5:30pm (closed Monday)
GUATEMALA CITY: 12 calle 5-03, z.10
Tel: 2332-2239 Daily 9am-6pm, Sat: 9am-1pm

Daily 9am-6pm 4a calle oriente #3-B, La Antigua
Tel: 7832-5028 textilescolibri@turbonet.com
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Cacao vs Pataxte

cont. from page 17

version was finalized. Cacao may have been
part of the mythology in the Petén version of
the Popol Vuh.
Or, it could be that most interpretations
of the remarkable Verapaz-area vase of the
Museo Popol Vuh are wrong; that it is not
cacao, but really a gourd, jícaro, Crescentia
cujete or morro, Crescentia alata.
Cacao is a fascinating topic to study
My experience with cacao started at age 19,
when I discovered what at first I thought
were remains of frijoles in a 9th century

Cacao seeds (above) and pataxte seeds (Jaime Leonardo)

polychrome funerary vase. These beans,
however, were unlikely frijoles; they were
much more likely cacao beans.
I had “beginner’s luck” back then in
1965, because the Tikal pyramid that I was
excavating for the University of Pennsylvania Tikal Project turned out to be one of
the most fabulous tombs found at Tikal. I
wrote my 400 page Harvard undergraduate thesis on this Tomb of the Jade Jaguar
(available on our web site in electronic format).
We need to question all other pre-Columbian representations that are always automatically stated to be “cacao.” Many are
actually pataxte, which is a species very different in several respects from cacao.
We at FLAAR Mesoamerica wish to
continue our 3D laser-scanning project so
we can determine whether the 4th-9th century Classic Maya effigy containers show
cacao or pataxte. So join us on our field
trips to discover more about digital photography that helps advance knowledge of the
iconography and ethnobotany of Mayan
civilization and the cultures they intersected with such as far-away Teotihuacán.

Acknowledgements: We thank Sofía Paredes, curator, and Fernando Paiz for access to the cacao
effigy containers in the La Ruta Maya Foundation collections of repatriated Mayan art. We thank
Ana Claudia de Suasnavar of El Paseo de los Museos, Susana Campins, curator, and Edgar Castillo of Museo VIGUA de Arte Precolombino y Vidrio Moderno, also Hotel Casa Santo Domingo
for access to their collections. And we thank the Nottebohm family for access to photograph their
important Tiquisate-area incensario.
Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth is director of FLAAR Reports (Foundation for Latin American Anthropological Research). For more information visit www.digital-photography.org. He adds: If you are interested in donating to help us acquire a scanner to bring to Guatemala to help all the projects, please let us
know, frontdesk@FLAAR.org. Then we can teach you all about 3D scanning, both for artifacts, as well
as the interesting tropical plants that are native to Guatemala, plus fascinating animals of the Petén
rain forests, and fruits such as cacao and pataxte.
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®

Open Daily 10am-10pm

3a avenida norte #11-B, La Antigua Tel: 7832-5545
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Callas

Exquisite Italian Ambience
In a Colonial Restaurant!
Opened since 1992
Tel: 7832-0727 • 6a Avenida Norte No 17, La Antigua Guatemala

RESTAURANTE TÍPICO ANTIGÜEÑO
Breakfast*

*Second breakfast at ½ price 7am-11am

• Snack • Lunch • Dinner
Sat & Sun Live Marimba!
100% typical Antigüeña food
Home Delivery
Open from 7am-10pm

Alameda Santa Lucía Norte #3A ~ Tels: 5098-3510, 4301-0849

comida oriental
Tel 7832 3445
Open Mon - Sun
12-22 hrs

4a av norte #3

pangeaantigua.com

Tels: 7832-2767 & 4500-7921
6a av. sur #12B-2,
La Antigua Guatemala
ubisushiantigua@gmail.com
www.ubisushi.com

French Bakery
with the
best Croissants
in town.
Great Breakfasts.
6a av norte y 3a calle
poniente #12
Tel: 7832-1576
La Antigua
Sun - Wed: 7am-8pm and Thur - Sat: 7am-10pm

What I don’t like about office Christmas parties
is looking for a job the next day.
—Phyllis Diller

Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Facebook.
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Bed Making
Innkeeper: The room is $15 a night. It’s $5 if you
make your own bed.
Guest: I’ll make my own bed.
Innkeeper: Good. I’ll get you some nails and wood.

Page-by-page online: revuemag.com
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Virgen de Concepción celebration

cont. from page 20

for about an hour. Folkloric dances are performed all day for one of the best fiestas in
Guatemala!
The Dance of the 24 Devils, dedicated to the
Virgen de Concepción, is a satire with men
dressed as women, political tirades and daily
issues.
Many of Guatemala’s folkloric dances
originated in the Iberian Peninsula and have
certainly acquired characteristics of their own
in local towns. The Dance of the 24 Devils
appears in Cataluña as early as 1150 and was
probably introduced in Guatemala in colonial times. It is a theatrical dance between
good and evil with moral satire. Two of my
favorite figures are death and the monkey,
amongst others, who sing at the end of the
dance, asking the Virgin for her blessing.
Another favorite is the Dance of the Seven
Vices and Seven Virtues. This medieval dance
originated in Europe in the 12th and 13th

centuries and became very popular in Madrid
at the end of the 16th century for Corpus
Christi. While we find this dance in Mexico,
it is very popular today in Ciudad Vieja.
The male devil figures represent arrogance, greed, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, laziness and the monkey; the virtuous female
figures represent humility, generosity, chastity, patience, moderation, charity, diligence
and the virgin.
Many other dances will catch your eye, including the Baile de los Moros y Cristianos and
the loas with the Indian, the devil, the mayor,
the farm administrator and others represented in this dramatic theatrical presentation.
Fireworks, invented by the Chinese in the
12th century, may certainly be associated
with the devil, but all Catholic religious activities are celebrated with fireworks today
in Guatemala. All fiestas include great meals
prepared and eaten at home.

GRANADAS:
these bundles
of fireworks are
set off as part of
the Día de la Virgen
de Concepción
in Ciudad Vieja
62 » revuemag.com
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Nacimientos
While Santa Claus and Christmas trees may be symbols of the
Christmas season, nacimientos
(nativity scenes) are a Christmas
custom the world over.
Saint Francis of Assisi built the
first one in 1223 after returning from a trip to Bethlehem. It
quickly became a tradition and
spread throughout the Catholic
world, including Spain. The Spanish brought the custom to Guatemala.
Depicting the legendary scene
where Christ was born, Mary,
Joseph and baby Jesus hold court
in the center of the action. However, the supporting cast isn’t
limited to an ox and burro anymore. From volcanoes to palm
trees, Guatemalans have combined
imagination and environment to
make this tradition their own.
64 » revuemag.com
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SIDE TRIPS

by Matt Bokor

An Exercise
in Futility
The cardio high and other pleasures of climbing Cerro de la Cruz

M

y body is a temple—a temple of
doom. Some of the erosion—hair,
hearing, back, knee—is beyond
my control now that I’m a 50-something.
Weight is another story. A good 5-10
pounds would melt away if I simply dropped
my beer habit, but in a town with noon-to-7
happy hours, that’s not going to happen.
Several friends have had great results
from their gym and trainer. That route,
however, leads to setting appointments and
keeping a schedule, things I want to avoid
now that I’ve ditched corporate America.
So I climb Cerro de la Cruz (Hill of the
Cross) at least three times a week.
Located on the north side of La Antigua, the hill rises a few hundred feet, with a
scenic park, giant cross erected in the 1930s
and several benches near its crest. All of
Antigua lies below, with Volcán Agua soaring majestically on the horizon.
66 » revuemag.com

For those not up to the climb, a road
provides vehicle access to the park, too.
It’s always a show up top. Kids fly kites
as their parents cheer them on. Schoolchildren often squeal in delight as they
roll down the grassy knoll. Once a young
family brought their happy boxer puppies,
which had a field day frolicking among
other dogs and their owners.
Young lovers seek out quiet spots on the
fringes of the park to kiss and cuddle, if not
more—my Spanish tutor told me a joke
about it: Dos suben, tres bajan. (Two go up,
three come down.)
Contrary to what I’ve heard, it’s always
been safe, at least for me. There’s usually
an officer or two at the top and I almost
always encounter a couple of cops monitoring activities along the path. The Antigua
tourist police will be glad to provide an
escort, just ask.

Dining « antigua

Not only is the trudge up the 333 steps
an excellent cardio workout, just getting
there represents decent exercise for me, as
the park entrance is a 30-minute walk from
my apartment.
My first climb took about 12 minutes;
now that I’ve been doing it awhile, I’ve
shaved it down to about six minutes.

www.gaiarestaurante.com
info@gaiarestaurante.com

Friends tell me I’ve lost some weight, but
I’m not getting on the scale until I’m down
to the next notch on my belt.
Of course, the workout would be even
more effective if I didn’t stop afterward to
knock back a few half-priced beers at one of
those long Antigua happy hours.

Hooka Bar
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Treats included (Día de la Virgen de Guadalupe) —César Tián, www.revuemag.com
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Breakfast,
Snacks,
Lunch,
Dinner

Restaurante
Traditional Recipes with
Authentic Antiguan Flavor

“A Restaurant
for You, with a
Family Atmosphere”
Reservations &
Special Events: Tel: 7832-1249

Open from 7am to 10pm
closed Tuesdays
LIVE MUSIC ON WEEKENDS
R ESTAU RANTE

Come & visit us for breakfast, lunch, dinner &
drinks at night in a beautiful atmosphere,
where good music will bring your memories back!

PERSONAJES
de La Antigua

The best coffee experience... and

“New Internet Service”

Serving from 8:00 am to Midnight Happy Hour 6-10pm Tuesday to Friday
6a av. norte #6, Antigua Tel: 7832-3758 personajesres@hotmail.com

There are some people who want to throw their
arms around you simply because it is Christmas;
there are other people who want to strangle you
simply because it is Christmas. —Robert Lynd

Christmas is a time when kids tell Santa
what they want and adults pay for it. Deficits
are when adults tell the government what they
want, and their kids pay for it. —Richard Lamm

Homemade
Delectables
since 1993

7am - 8pm Sun-Thu 7am - 9pm Fri-Sat
Breakfast served all day!
Sunday Brunch 9am-1pm
Omelets
Pancakes
French Toast
Quiche
Snacks
Salads
Soups
Cakes
Pies
Muf fins
Scones
Espresso
Cappuccino
Ice Cream
Smo othies

Inside La Casa del Conde, West side of the Central Park, Antigua

PBX: 7832-0038 ~ Email: lastrescondesas@hotmail.com ~ ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
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since

1991

Antigua’s Gourmet Delicatessen
for 18 years

Choose from our selection of
imported products including:

Fresh Bread & Rolls Daily
Whole Wheat, Raisin, Rye,
All-Grain, Potato & Onion
—Banana Bread & Cookies
Home-cooked Meals
Great Breakfasts
Sandwiches & Burgers
Soups & Salads
Stuffed Potatoes
Delicious Pies & Cakes
Daily 7:00am to 9:30pm
4a calle oriente No.12
Tel:7832-2578
La Antigua Guatemala
dlxpan@gmail.com
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Great Sandwiches to-go
Cold Cuts & Cheeses
Beer, Wine & Liquor
Meat, Chicken & Fish cuts
Pasta & Sauces
Homemade Bread & Pastries
Gourmet Dips
Spices & Condiments
Prepared Food & Snacks
Fresh Vegetables & Fruits
Household Products

3a calle poniente #2, La Antigua (2 blocks
north of central park) tdeliciosa@yahoo.com
Tel: 7832-6500 TelFax: 7832-0713

Monday - Saturday 9:30am - 6:30pm
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CUCINA ITALIANA
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La Antigua
6a calle poniente #6-A Tel: 7832-7180 (closed Tue)
New Year’s Day: Now is the accepted time to
make your regular annual good resolutions.
Next week you can begin paving the road to hell
with them as usual. —Mark Twain

www.pizzadechristophe.com G O U R M E T
Calle Ancha #27, La Antigua Tel: 7832-2732

Cocina francesa

El Rincón del Conquistador
7a av. sur No. 12
La Antigua Tel: 7832-0250
1 hr free parking at Camino Real
www.rincondelconquistador.com

“CONTEMPORARY CUISINE”

4a calle oriente #8, La Antigua
Tel: (502) 7832-2281 www.palaciodeleonor.com
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We Serve ILLY ESPRESSO Coffee!

Callejón de la Concepción No. 2 ~ Tel 78320781
La Antigua ~ cafebarroco@yahoo.com
www.nifunifadeantigua.com

Steak House
Salad Bar
Live Music
every Sunday
Delivery
3a calle oriente #21, La Antigua Tel: 7832-6579 available

Christmas
Punch
A traditional recipe from:
The Doña Luisa Xicotencatl
Antigua Cookbook
(Spanish/English)

Tel: 7832-1784
5a calle poniente No. 8
(Closed on Wednesday)

INCA
RESTAURANTE

Cocina Peruana—Peruvian Cuisine

Ceviche
Beef
Chicken
Seafood

Lunch and Dinner (closed Monday)
4a av sur #10, La Antigua Tel: 7832-8270
www.incarestaurante.com WiFi & Free int’l calls
If you want me to sing this Christmas song
with the feeling and the meaning, you better see
if you can locate that check. —Mahalia Jackson

REVUE -- fun, free, informative
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• 1 pineapple, cubed
• 1 papaya, cubed
• 1 coconut, grated
• 4 ounces raisins
• 4 ounces prunes
• 1 cinnamon stick
• ½ pound sugar
Put one gallon of water in a pot and
add the cinnamon. When the water
begins to boil, add all the other
ingredients and simmer for 30 minutes.
Serves 20.
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Cookies, Etc.
18 Varieties of Cookies
Fine Pastries
Breakfast & Cafeteria Service
Cakes made to order
Free Coffee Refills

Open Daily from 7am-7pm
Corner 3a av. & 4a calle T:7832-7652
rbalsells@gmail.com

Packed house celebrates
Rainbow Café’s
18th anniversary

P

6a avenida norte #14-A
Tel: 7832-4969

5a avenida sur final #36‘C’ La Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7832-7074 ~ www.laescalonia.com

Indian Restaurant
4 ave norte # 42, La Antigua Tel: 4329-9761
Darth Vader was heard saying, “Luke,
I know what you’re getting for Christmas.
I’ve been feeling your presents.”

Worldwide Revue! www.revuemag.com
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atrons flocked to Rainbow Café—restaurant, bar, book exchange, reading
room—for its 18th anniversary celebration
last month.
A delight to travelers and locals alike in
La Antigua, Rainbow offers some of the
best breakfasts in town, along with salads,
sandwiches, homemade soups, fresh fruit
smoothies, crunchy salads and desserts to
die for.
In addition to its varied menu and bookstore, Rainbow (7 av. sur #8) also hosts informative lectures at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
Live patio music starts nightly at 7:30 p.m.,
and happy hour is 5-7 p.m. daily.
Guests at Rainbow’s 18th birthday celebration enjoyed complimentary sangria and
music by Atonement and Efecto Kamikaze
in a festive setting at this Antigua favorite.
For more information visit www.rainbowcafeantigua.com. Better yet, just drop
by and see for yourself.
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Excellent “Típica” Meals
Buffet-style Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner.

2a calle oriente #9-D, La Antigua
Tels: 7832-2495, 5656-6157
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HOW TO GET THE MOST
FROM YOUR

ADVERTISING BUDGET
IN ONE SIMPLE STEP

Circulation vs Cost of Ad
When you place an ad in any periodical you want your money to be
as effective as possible. Effective in this case means how many people
will see your ad, the more people who see it, the more chances you
have of reaching your target market.
“What is the CIRCULATION?” is the key question you must ask.
How many units are printed per period? Is the circulation guaranteed
and provable? This is the number that will determine your costs.
To determine the “cost efficiency” of your ad simply divide the
cost of the ad by the ACTUAL circulation. The REVUE, for example
publishes 20,000 magazines every month, a verifiable amount.
So, if you decide to place a Q500 ad in the REVUE and you wanted
to figure out the cost efficiency, you would calculate:
(Cost of ad) Q500 = Q0.025 or 2.5 centavos per unit
(Circulation) 20,000
Compare the same cost of any magazine with a smaller circulation:
(Cost of ad) Q500 = Q0.166 or 16.6 centavos per unit
(Circulation) 3,000

One is over six times more cost effective.
Which should you choose?
publicidad@revuemag.com
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PBX: 7931-4500
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THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL RATES (includes Continental Breakfast)

BED & BREAKFAST

Enjoy the magic and
mysticism of La Antigua
nights in privacy and comfort.

Callejón del Hermano Pedro #2
La Antigua Guatemala
7832-0360

• Single: $30
• Single for two: $38
• Double: $47
• Triple: $68
Private bath and hot
water, 1/2 blk from park

Reservations: Antigua Tours by Elizabeth Bell
7832-5821, 7832-2046 (office hours)
www.hotelcasaconcepcion.com

5a av. sur #8, La Antigua
Tel. 7832-0581
lasinventura@yahoo.com.mx

Enjoy your visit in an authentic colonial
house two blocks away from Central Park

The Finest Family Hotel in Antigua

Breakfast Service • Wireless Internet • Cable TV
Single, Double & Triple Rooms • Private Parking
Resv. tels: (502) 7832-5155, 7832-7965, 7832-7966 TelFax: (502) 7832-0217
4a calle oriente #16 haurora@conexion.com.gt www.hotelauroraantigua.com
May all your troubles last as long as your
New Year’s resolutions. —Joey Adams

Cheers to a new year and another chance
for us to get it right. —Oprah Winfrey

REVUE le ofrece más valor agregado. Un enlace ‘link’ en » www.revuemag.com
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Calle del Espíritu Santo #69, La Antigua
Tel: (502) 7832-9348 ~ Fax: 7832-9358
frontdesk@casamadeleine.com
www.casamadeleine.com

Casa Madeleine is a distinctive boutique Hotel and Spa in La Antigua Guatemala
with 6 Beautiful decorated and furnished rooms.
Casa Madeleine offers a pampering array of Spa services, Whirpool, Steam
room, Massage therapy, Facials, Stone therapy and much more...
Fully Equipped
Luxury Suites at
Hotel Room Prices!

Tels: 2386-1012, 7832-8259
4a avenida sur No. 30
www.elmarquesdeantigua.com

= Great views
= Colonial style =Garden =Wi-Fi
= 4 blocks from Central Park
= Very quiet = Private
= Fully furnished
Callejon del Hermano Pedro # 12
Tel.: 4252-2285
e-mail: tabihouse@gmail.com
www.tabihouse.com

Charming
Bed & Breakfast
Just 2 blocks from the
Central Park

5a av. sur #11-C, La Antigua Guatemala
Tel: 7882-4469 ~ www.hotelmesondelvalle.com

Private rooms, double rooms,
shared rooms, kitchen, cable TV,
family atmosphere, free Wi-Fi,
DVD, hot water, laundry,
breakfast, purified water

5a calle poniente #42
Callejón Landívar,
La Antigua
7832-5515

We have 57 Comfortable Rooms
Banquet Halls for Special Events
3a calle oriente No. 3, Antigua Guatemala
Info@hotelposadahermanopedro.com
Tels: 7832-2140, 7832-2089
www.hotelposadahermanopedro.com

raulcruzval@yahoo.com www.placetostayhotel.com

Revue Online
Business Directory

• Clean & comfortable rooms
• Private bath/hot water
• Shared kitchen
• 6 blocks from Central Park
• Wireless internet for laptops
1a av. norte #22-A TelFax: (502) 7832-2549
info@lacasademaco.com www.lacasademaco.com

http://REVUEmag.com/links/

Next to a circus there ain’t nothing that packs up
and tears out faster than the Christmas spirit.
—Kin Hubbard

A lovely thing about Christmas is that it’s
compulsory, like a thunderstorm, and we all go
through it together. —Garrison Keillor

Just tell ‘em, “lo vi en la revista REVUE”
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Shopping, Lodging, Dining, Services, Medical, Travel, etc

Highest circulation/lowest price-per-unit
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thecloister@gmail.com
www.TheCloister.com
5a avenida norte #23, La Antigua
Tel: (502) 7832-0712

Yes Edie, there is a Santa.
80 » revuemag.com
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Hotel

La Tatuana

Quiet & Relaxing,
Rooms w/ hot water
Convenient location
7a av. sur #3 La Antigua
Tel: 7832-1223
latatuana@hotmail.com www.latatuana.com

CASA RUSTICA

HOTEL & CAFÉ
private bath, hot water, cable TV,
free Wi-Fi, laundry, shared kitchen,
bag storage, 2 gardens, 3 terraces
6a av. norte #8, La Antigua (1 block from central park) T: 7832-3709
casarusticagt@hotmail.com www.casarusticagt.com

Casa Morelia

Family-style Guest House
Breakfast & Lunch, Healthy local food

By the week or month. Nice, clean,
Internet, Wi-Fi, Cable TV, Free Intl. calls
Calle de Las Ánimas #10 (in front of Colonia Candelaria) La Antigua
Tels: 4285-9510, 7832-0004 casafincamorelia@hotmail.com

SP
A
Las Gravileas, Calle de los Duelos Tel: (502) 7832-9573
TelFax: 7832-4053 info@hotelpalaciodebeatriz.com
www.hotelpalaciodebeatriz.com

Posada

El Antaño

“A place for you
to feel at home.”

11 Comfortable Rooms w/ fireplace, private bath, TV.
1 Suite w/ jacuzzi, fireplace, volcano view.
Restaurant, Terrace, Internet, Parking, Special Rates
6a av. norte #36, Antigua TelFax: 7832-7351,
7832-0134 www.posadaelantano.com

hostel 5
Best Hostel in Town!!
Cheap Dorms ~ Private Bath
Free Breakfast ~ Free Lockers ~ Free Wi-Fi

4a av. norte #33, La Antigua Tel: 7832-5462
hostel.five@gmail.com www.hostelworld.com

Become a Fan! facebook.com/revuemagazine
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Exquisite service & comfort
Excellent rates for groups & families
We offer exclusive golf packages at La Reunión Golf Resort

Tel: (502) 7832 1118 Calle de Los Duelos #4, La Antigua

info@hotellacasadedonpedro.com www.hotellacasadedonpedro.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
from the family and staff at HOTEL SAN JORGE

4a av. sur #13, La Antigua www.hotelsanjorgeantigua.com
info@hotelsanjorgeantigua.com Telfax: 7832-3132, 5398-6252
Christmas is not a time nor a season, but
a state of mind. To cherish peace and goodwill,
to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the
real spirit of Christmas. —Calvin Coolidge

Christmas carols always brought tears
to my eyes. I also cry at weddings. I should
have cried at a couple of my own.
—Ethel Merman

Ponga un banner en www.revuemag.com por Q100 adicionales por mes
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FREE

Tel.: (502) 7832-6650
Calle de Los Duelos # 11

info@hotelcirilo.com
www.hotelcirilo.com
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3 blocks from Central Park

21 Equipped Rooms by the Day, Week
or Month. Cable TV, Safety Box, Mini-Bar.

Tels: (502) 5201-7468, 7832-1020, 7832-0937
1a avenida norte 5-A, La Antigua Guatemala
info@hotelpanchoy.com ~ hotelpanchoy.youplanet.com
www.hotelpanchoy.com

Comfort and Quality Service
Be d & Bre a k fa st

2a av. norte No. 3 (2 blks from Central Park) &
7a calle final & Calle de Chipilapa No. 17
La Antigua Guatemala
Reservations: (502) 7832-3031, Telfax: 7832-0275
hotelcasaovalle.com ~ casaovalle@yahoo.com

Casa Ovalle
Chipilapa,

a private and
comfortably
furnished house
just for you!

The most charming place in Antigua
Comfort & Elegance

• Near San Sebastián Park • Private Bath
• 24 Dbl Rooms • Convention Room • Parking
Av. El Desengaño #26 (502) 7832-2312, 7832-7316
casadelasfuentes@hotmail.com • www.hotelcasadelasfuentes.com
Cozy Rooms with Private Bath
Lovely Garden
Excellent Service
Calle de Los Pasos #20 y 9a calle
Tel: 7832-2915 hostalsannicolas@intelnet.net.gt
Fax: 7832-9751 www.hostalsannicolas.com

There is a remarkable breakdown of taste and intelligence at Christmastime. Mature, responsible
grown men wear neckties made of holly leaves
and drink alcoholic beverages with raw egg yolks
and cottage cheese in them. —P.J. O’Rourke

REVUE — fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Twitter. Facebook.
84 » revuemag.com

Lodging « antigua

revuemag.com « 85

antigua » Lodging

Bienvenido a su hotel en La Antigua
Ubicado a una cuadra de la Plaza Central
y de la Catedral de Santiago
Tels: (502) 7832-0406 / 7873-9363
4a avenida sur No. 4, La Antigua
hotellacatedral@gmail.com
www.hotellacatedral.net

BOOK ALERT

The Zen of Pues
Long-running “Zen of ...” series comes
bound in time for Christmas shoppers

O

n his last day of sixth grade, D. Wayne
Coop’s teacher, Mildred Lamb, made
him promise her that he would become a
professional writer someday. After 34 years
of practicing for this goal—while working
day jobs ranging from collecting recyclables
to tutoring math—his break came when
he submitted an article to the 2002 August
Revue magazine. Within months, the Revue
made him a staff writer.
Since then, he has penned hundreds of
Revue articles on every topic imaginable.
Among his most salient contributions was
the “Zen of ...” column, which ran for five
years and addressed the “zenniness” faced by
English speakers as they attempt to acquire
Spanish. Topics included participles, “AC/
DC” adjectives, bathroom-fixture euphemisms and the “por and para” conundrum.

The column began by accident. Wayne had
submitted a humorous, stand-alone article
about the ubiquitous word “pues.” Revue
editors headlined the article The Zen of Pues,
and, as a result of requests for exploration
of other linguistic topics, the column was
born, complete with whimsical cartoons
drawn by the author.
Wayne ended the column in 2008 and
today writes the Lake Views column for the
Revue along with other stories from the Lake
Atitlán region. But fans of the earlier column
missed it, so Wayne recently compiled the
entire collection into a 120-page book that
takes its name from the first installment of
the column. It goes on sale this month.

The Zen of Pues may be purchased at the Revue office, 6a calle poniente #2 in La Antigua, and at the following locations:
GUATEMALA CITY • Geminis Bookstore, 3a av. 17-05, zona 14, Edificio Casa Alta
• El Hormiguero, 20 calle 25-96, zona 10, La Plaza, and 10a av. 10-50, zona 14, Plaza Futeca
LA ANTIGUA • La Casa del Conde, 5a av. #4, Central Park
QUETZALTENANGO • North and South Bookstore, 8a calle y 15 av. zona 1
PANAJACHEL • Bus Stop Books, Centro Comerical El Dorado, near terminal • Hotel Atitlán gift shop, Colonia San Buenaventura
86 » revuemag.com
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Walkway at Finca
El Pilar (thor janson)

Hotel Santo Tomás

Chichicastenango
73 rooms w/fireplace & private bathroom.
Colonial ambiance. Bar, restaurant, pool,
jacuzzi, gym, sauna & conference salon.
Tels: 7756-1061, 7756-1219, 7756-1316
w w w.paginasamarillas.com/hotelsantotomas.htm
hst@itelgua.com - 7a avenida 05-32, zona única
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Time sneaks up on you like a windshield on a bug.
—John Lithgow
OFICINAS CENTRALES y VENTA DE BOLETOS
7a Ave 19-44, zona 1
Tels: 2232-3661, 2220-6018 Fax: (502) 2220-4902
www.transgalgosinter.com

Be kind: every man you meet is fighting
a hard battle. —Ian Maclaren
SERVICIOS ESPECIALES:
Renta de Buses, último modelo,
dentro y fuera del Pais.
Tel: 2220-6904 /05, 2230-5058

A TAPACHULA EN PRIMERA CLASE.

SALE GUATEMALA
LLEGA TAPACHULA
SALE TAPACHULA
LLEGA GUATEMALA
7:30, 13:30 & 15:00
14:30, 19:30 & 20:00
6:00, 9:30 & 14:30
1:00, 15:30 & 19:30
CUBRIENDO CONEXIONES A: n EL NORTE DE MEXICO n E.E.U.U. n CANADA Vía terrestre con: Cristobal Colón, ADO,
Estrella Blanca, Greyhound. Vía aerea: Reservación y venta de Boletos a través de Exytur. Tel: 2253-9131

Transportes Turísticos

Shuttle Service, Organized Tours,
Packages and more...
7832-3371, 7831-0184, 5935-8233
6a av. sur #8, La Antigua

TOUR OPERATOR
GET IN TOUCH WITH US IN:
info@atitrans.com www.atitrans.com • Antigua • Río Dulce • Copán • Panajachel • Guatemala
ventas@atitrans.com
Serving with the Best Quality, Safety and Insurance since 1992

M onja Blanca
Expeditions

Travel Agency & Tour Operator

Shuttles & Tours throughout Guatemala

We offer you Shuttle Services, Tourist
Information, Free Maps and Tours to: Pacaya
Volcano, Panajachel, Chichicastenango,
Monterrico, Xela, Tikal and more...

4a calle poniente #26, La Antigua Tel: 7882-4229, 7832-8797, 5547-0405 agenciamonjablanca1@yahoo.com

Shuttle Service
irctravelantigua@hotmail.com
bejarano.daniel@hotmail.com
www.irc-travel.com
Tels. (502) 7882-4793
24-Hour Service: 5500-1812
88 » revuemag.com

Buses for Rent
per day
Tours To Tikal

Top Adventure in Antigua Guatemala

s
Eco Toutarin Trails
Moun s $30 Reservations:
4 hour
5918-2917
topadventureantiguaguatemala@hotmail.com

travel

TRAVEL AG E N C Y
Tels: 7832-1621, 7832-2674
3a calle poniente #12 Esquina
laxantigua@intelnett.com

You won’t find better airfares than ours!!!
Wholesale Prices ISIC, ITIC Cards Welcome

Flights,
Shuttles, Tours
and Hotels.
Best Service for
PBX: (502) 7931-7878 the Best Price.

7 avenida sur No. 8
www.RainbowTravelCenter.com

Guaranteed!
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Km. 108.5 Carretera a Puerto San José
ESCUINTLA TelFax: 7881-1705
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Charter Desk
now at Marina Pez Vela,
Puerto Quetzal

tel:

5709-8697

Deep-sea or Coastal Fishing & Ocean Safaris
with “Team Parlama” Charter Services
Full Day, Half Day and
by-the-hour Excursions
Río Dulce Excursions also available:
call 5691-0360
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unique event in the first week of
December gives new meaning to
Panajachel’s description as a “lakeside” community.
At the fourth annual Cine bajo la Luna
(Moonlight Cinema), movie lovers who also
like nighttime beach society can have it both
ways. Local restaurants and other sponsors
will erect large monitors on the beach for
previews of movies by small and specialty
filmmakers. There will also be some “street
theatre” as monitors go up in other Panajachel venues, such as Calle Salpores in Jucanyá and in nearby Santa Catarina Palopó,
another lakeside town.
Most of the films are shorts, ranging from
25 to 50 minutes; one film, La Ocarina, is
92 » revuemag.com
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only 12 minutes. According to promoter
Lucía Escobar, there will be something for
everyone; in all, six genres are represented.
Among the culminating events at Panajachel’s public beach on Sat. Dec. 4 is the
“White Screen” (family film) offering, The
Aventures of Junahpu’ and Luna, in Spanish,
featuring the animation of Alejo Crisóstomo (55 minutes).
Not every part of the festival is devoted
to film. On Friday, Dec. 3, at the same
location, poets of every age will be given
the microphone to recite their work; this
event, in part led by children, is a perennial
crowd-pleaser.
—Dwight Wayne Coop

lake atitlán

Live Music
Fri. & Sat.
Nights!

Stone Cottages, Suites,
Hacienda and Group Dormitory

Pool, Sauna & Hot Tub

• Gourmet Dinners • Internet
• Mountain Bikes • Horseback Riding available
• Heated Swimming Pool • Sauna • Hot Tub
On the Lake, 1 km south of Santiago Atitlán
Tels: 7721-7366 Fax: 7721-7365
Cel: 5784-9111 posadasantiago@gmail.com
www.posadadesantiago.com
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Transportes Turísticos
Antigua Quiriguá
Tikal Río Dulce
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Lake Atitlán
Chichi

Panajachel: Calle Santander (next to Hotel Regis)
Tel: 7762-0146, 7762-0152 www.atitrans.com

EL CHAPARRAL
Hotel &
Travel Agency

Your Hotel in Panajachel
in Calle Santander

- Comfortable rooms - Cable TV
- Private bath w/ hot water
- Parking - Laundry
3a av. 3-45 Z. 2, Calle Santander,
Panajachel - Tels: 7762-2915 /17
Fax: 7762-1117 - email: necos@itelgua.com

From: Antigua, Panajachel, San Pedro, San Marcos, Xela
To: San Cristóbal de las Casas Every Day

Comfortable rooms w/ cable TV, private bath,
hot water, private parking, heated pool, WIFI
Convention center, salonlabendicion.es.tl
www.panajachel.com/chaparral Reservations: 7762-2611
Final Calle Santander, Panajachel, Sololá
APART-HOTEL

Los Árboles

Luxury Rooms & Apartments with equipped
kitchen. Daily, Weekly, Monthly Rates.
In the heart of the zona viva of Pana
3a av. 0-42, Zona 2 Panajachel
Tels: 7762-0544, 7762-0548

Eternal Spring

Av. Santander, Panajachel, Guatemala.
(502) 7762-6043, 7762-6094. 24 hrs: 5464-6601
eternalspring_reservations@hotmail.com

MEXICO D.F., OAXACA, CANCÚN, MÉRIDA, LA ANTIGUA, CHICHI, TIKAL & MORE
The only vegetarian restaurant in Panajachel

Cafe Bombay

tofupan • falafel
pita sandwiches
burritos • lasagna • pad thai • curry
gado-gado • vegetarian filet
miso soup • homemade ginger ale
Calle Santander (100 mts from the lake) Tel: 7762-0611

Reginadawn Spa
Hair Styles = Dyes = Massage
Sauna = Manicure = Pedicure
Brushing
Tels: 7762-1000, 4603-7932
Calle Principal 00-72, z. 2 Panajachel
Oh, for the good old days when people would stop
Christmas shopping when they ran out of money.
—Thomas Tusser

At the lake’s edge —J.B., www.revuemag.com

REVUE — fun, free, informative... Print. Web. PDF. Flashpaper. Twitter. Facebook.
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lake atitlán

Hotel

Fonda del Sol

h_fondadelsol@yahoo.com
15 Confortables habitaciones
Parqueo • Lavandería • Jardín
Calle Principal 1-74, Z.2 Tel: 7762-1162 Panajachel

hotel

www.primaveraatitlan.com
Understated Elegance

In the heart of Panajachel Calle Santander
Tel: 7762-2052 ~ Fax: 7762-0171

Best Bed & Breakfast in Panajachel

Beautiful Rooms with fireplace,
swimming pool, large gardens, Wi-Fi and more
Tel: +(502)7762-2255, 7762-1554 Fax: 7762-2247
E-mail: ranchogrande_inn@yahoo.com

www.ranchograndeinn.com
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Lake Views
by Dwight Wayne Coop

Chiltepes (Rudy Girón)

I

Bringing the Heat

f you have never seen Fireproof, it is worth
a watch: a movie with a serious theme that
is peppered with humor—or humored
with peppers. The theme is about preserving
marriage even in the face of fiery tribulation.
It is no accident that the protagonist and his
various foils are firefighters.
It has a hallmark scene that deserves to be
enshrined as much as the famous Five Easy
Pieces scene where Jack Nicholson erupts
because an insufferable waitress denies him
toast. In the Fireproof scene, one firefighter
dupes another into chugging an entire bottle of Tabasco chile sauce, undiluted.
Tabasco, for you non-geography studs,
is a state of Mexico contiguous with our
Guatemala. And it is notable, among other
things, for its brand-name chili sauce made
from peppers that are positively thermonuclear in their heat value.
Before going on, we must mention another
peppery geographical entity, the Republic of
Chile, the second-longest country in the world
if you include the wedge of Antarctica that she
claims, which reaches all the way to the South
Pole. (Perhaps a country whose name evokes
heat needs some of Antarctica.) Military analysts rate Chile, despite her relative smallness,
as the third-strongest country in the Americas,
after the U.S. and Brazil. A small nation, like
96 » revuemag.com

Sparta or Prussia, able to wreak considerable
destruction in a hot war.
The etymology of this country’s name
has no truck with chile peppers; the orthography is purely accidental. The origins of
the former are mysterious, but that of the
fruit, is Nahuatl in origin. (Pssst: technically, chiles are fruits, but don’t expect to find
chile-flavored Lifesavers.) After “discovering” chiles from the Mesoamericans, some
of the Europeans started calling them chilis,
and this is the form of the word that entered
the Brady Bunch lexicon of mid-America
as the ironic and pidgin-sounding “chillykahn-karny” or chili (beans) with meat.
But I see a second coincidence in the might
of the country and the might of the fruit.
Both are small and deceptively powerful.
Chiles come in more varieties than do dog
breeds, and they vary even more in shape,
color and intensity. Locally, the hottest variety seems to be the habanera, which is, or is
closely related to, the notorious Scots Bonnet. This innocuous-looking chile resembles
a miniature wax pumpkin. But its incendiary power is so withering that if you eat
one in public, people nearby will remember
what they were doing at the moment you
ingested, or tried to ingest, ...cont. on page 100

Panajachel « Jaibalito « Santa Cruz la Laguna « lake atitlán

Finca San Buenaventura, Panajachel Sololá
Tels: (+502) 7762-2060, 7762-1441
www.hotelatitlan.com
The great French Marshall Lyautey once asked his
gardener to plant a tree. The gardener objected
that the tree was too slow growing and would
not reach maturity for 100 years. The marshall
replied, “In that case, there is no time to lose,
plant it this afternoon.” —John F. Kennedy
The bird of paradise alights only upon
the hand that does not grasp. —John Berry

REVUE tiene la distribución más efectiva

“Guatemala’s
most magical
hotel”
—The Lonely Planet

Yes, it’s real
Solar-heated water
Wireless internet

LaCasaDelMundo.com
(502) 5218-5332
(502) 5204-5558
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lake atitlán » QUETZALTENANGO

Lakefront Hideaway

Romantic packages
starting from $150 *

TIME Magazine says
Laguna Lodge is
“Pure Maya Magic”

www.TheLagunaLodge.com
apply
Tel: 7823-2529 *conditions
+ 22% govt. tax
Virgen del Rosario, Patrona de
la ciudad de Quetzaltenango
—Harry Díaz www.flickr.com/harrydiaz

100% Coffee
roasted & ground
The finest
Guatemalan
Highland Coffee
roasted in your
presence in our
Coffee Specialty Shop
Another spectacular Atitlán sunset...
—J.B., www.revuemag.com

Take it home or enjoy some in our café,
all imaginable variations of coffee drinks
C.C. Mont Blanc, 3 fl. Tel: 7765-4870
info@bazardelcafe.com www.bazardelcafe.com

SAN PEDRO LA LAGUNA

Chile’s
latina cafe

Tues-Fri: Free Salsa Lessons,
French press coffee, Hooka
San Pedro La Laguna - Tel: 4222-8292
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quetzaltenango

iu

Go

14 avenida A 2-31, z.1 Quetzaltenango
Tels: (502) 7761-2529, 7763-0216
Fax: 7763-1376 hotelmodelo1892@yahoo.es

www.shailongxela.com ~ restauranteshailong@yahoo.es

#1 in

se ppe

Pasta * Wine * Cakes
and the Best Pizza in Xela!
(home delivery service)

´s

“Your home away from your home”
Founded in 1892

18 av. 4-44, Zone 3
Tel/fax: 7767-4396

PBX: 7761-2521, 7761-9439
15 av. y 4a calle Zona 1, C.C. Santa
Rita 2do Niv, Quetzaltenango

s

BOOKSTORE

8a calle y 15 av. 13-77,
Zona 1 Tel: 7761-0589

RESTAURANT LOUNGE
CHINESE CUISINE

u r m et Piz

za

SOUTH

• literature
• travel guides
• maps • postcards
• Spanish textbooks
• organic coffee

G

NORTH

Restaurant

WOON KOOC
CHINESE FOOD

dining

- take-out - delivery

Tels:7767-6029 /31 Fax:7763-5394

4 Calle 13-28, Zona 3 Quetzaltenango
Cosmetic Dentistry • Esthetic Fillings • Root Canals
Wisdom Teeth • Orthodontics • Whitening • Implants
General Cleaning • Crowns • Dental Bridges
Emergencies
17 av. 4-42 zona 3
Tels: 7767-2707/5608-8572 (English)
E-mail: info@dentist.com.gt
Check out our facilities at: www.dentist.com.gt

RESTAURANT
Indian food (Vegetarian, non-vegetarian
and vegan options. Chef from India)
Open Tues –Sun, 12pm–10pm Tels: 7765-2555, 5280-1869
15 av. (off 4a calle) 3-64 zona 1,
Quetzaltenango saborindiaani@yahoo.com

Hotel Santa Ana
equipped apartments
by the day, week,
or month.

erigarcia016@hotmail.com Tel: 7761-0588
11 calle 19-77 z. 1, Dance school inside
I wonder why it is that we are not all kinder
to each other than we are. How much the
world needs it! How easily it is done!
—Henry Drummond

5a calle 14-03 zona 1, Quetzaltenango
Tels: (502) 7763-2189, 7763-0096

You never know when it will strike, but there
comes a moment at work when you know that
you just aren’t going to do anything productive
for the rest of the day. —Taymor Farhang

REVUE tiene la distribución más efectiva

REVUE tiene la distribución más efectiva
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PACIFIC COAST » LAS LISAS

Bringing the Heat

cont. from page 96

the chile. Kind of like the way they recall their
surroundings on September 11.
Even so, I confess to being a chile aficionado.
In fact, the only bigger chile groupie I know is
Rudy Girón, the art director of this magazine.
On my trips to the Old Country, I would bring
back for him bottles of exotic chile sauce from
such places as Thailand and Senegal, old-world
countries who owe their experience of chiles to
European explorers.
Not that I chug the hottest stuff, point-blank,
by the bottle. But there are so many things,
from pizza to tabouli, that just are not complete
without the bite of chile. And yet, psychohistory
almost destined me to dislike chiles. My mom
used to literally wash my brother’s mouth out
with soap when he uttered swear words. (Did she
ever do that to me, too? Would you believe me
if I said I don’t remember?) This happened often
enough that my brother finally boasted of “liking” the taste of soap. (That particular taste must
be an acquired one; but, of course, what would
I know about that? Probably nothing. Probably.)
When this got back to Mom, she escalated
from soap to green chili sauce. To put things, uh,
mildly, my brother is, to this day, a fan of milder
peppers, even though he married someone from
Vietnam, where they love fusion-triggering chiles.
I would expect my sons to be chile lovers, since
they share all my other tastes. We all like Sibelius
and Alfa Romeo Spiders, for instance, even though
the only spiders my sons ever actually see have
100 » revuemag.com

jointed legs instead of wheels. But the elder two,
Ike and JayJay, are only now, at ages 12 and 8,
learning to appreciate the fiery fruits. This may
be a result of conditioning; their Guatemalan
mother often warned them with shouts of ¡Pica!
¡Pica! (It burns!) whenever in infancy they got
too close to anything with chile in it. Kind of
like chiles were matches or something.
But my youngest son, Bear, now 5, does not
know he is not supposed to like them, and in
fact he relishes chiles, within certain “temperature” ranges. I count that a good thing, since the
“hotness” comes from a chemical called capsaicin, which is imminently healthful. It is said to
be highly anti-oxidant and something that also
spurs the metabolism of fat. Lest you prefer to
shed your spare tire with, say, liposuction, for fear
of the hotness, note that capsaicin can be bought
in tablet form. It does not irritate the stomach
like it does parts north because it is matched by
the blistering acidity of the stomach lining.
Alas, the hotness of chiles is a purely biochemic hotness, which means that it has no
potential to replace fossil fuels. But this hotness
has its own name, picante, a word begging to be
added to English dictionaries.
A classic physical science experiment using
phenolphthalein can help you gauge the sensitivity of your taste buds. I learned, when I was 13,
that mine was low. So I am thankful for chiles;
they really are a spice of life for us, the taste-bud
challenged of the world.
And not even chocolate-flavored soap from
bourgeois mall shops can beat that.

MONTERRICO « PACIFIC COAST

DOS MUNDOS
PACIFIC RES OR T

monterrico

pools ~ gardens ~ lounge bar ~ restaurant ~ beach front ~ tours
reservations: (502) 7848-1407, 7848-1771 ~ www.dosmundospacific.com

Turtle Season is On!
Johnny’s Place
Casa Bella
Atelie del Mar
Utz Tzaba
Cafe del Sol
Villa Kairos
Dulce y Salado
Honolulu
San Gregorio
Hotel Lahaina

www.johnnysplacehotel.com tel. 5812-0409 & 4369-6900
www.casabellamonterrico.com tel. 7821-3088
www.hotelateliedelmar.com tel 5752-5528
www.utz-tzaba.com tel. 5318-9452
www.cafe-del-sol.com tel. 5810-0821
www.hotelvillakairos.com tel. 5508-5545
www.dulceysaladoguatemala.com tel. 4154-0252 & 5579-8477
honoluluhotel@gmail.com tel. 4005-0500 & 4503-0386
imarroquin@live.com tel. 2238-4690 & 5204-2013
www.vrbo.com/322283 tel. 5957-5140

www.visitmonterrico.com
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PACIFIC COAST » MONTERRICO
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• Large rooms with private bath & hot water
• A/C • Direct TV & DVD
• Minibar, Coffee maker & Hair dryer
• Luxuriously equipped suites
• Bar El Galeón with A/C
• Big pool decorated with Venetian mosaic
• Pool bar, Games for kids and Heliport
• Bar & International restaurant

Reservations: (502) 2332-7161 • Tels 7848-1742/43
www.caymansuites.com.gt • Monterrico km 133

8 kms after Monterrico
Tels: 5361.3011, 5204.9140, 5407.0874
www.hawaianparadise.com

HOTEL
LAHAINA

Oceanfront Deluxe
Rooms with A/C,
Cable TV & Pool.
Ask about other
amenities & rental of
the entire home.

Monterrico Hawaii
Info: 5957-5140 bilingual
5941-1260
email: jmueller69@earthlink.net
web: www.vrbo.com/322283

102 » revuemag.com

Chimaltenango

Guatemala
City

La Antigua

Palín

Escuintla

Taxisco

to El Salvador
o

Km 144

ric

Iztapa
Puerto
Quetzal

er
nt

o

M

Hawaii

Las Lisas

(map courtesy of isleta de gaia)

Kindness in words creates confidence,
kindness in thinking creates profoundness,
kindness in giving creates love.
—Lao-Tzu

PACIFIC COAST « MONTERRICO
Hotel & restaurant

Comfortable, Clean Rooms
Delicious Food - Art Gallery
Biggest Pool in Monterrico
Monterrico Tel: 5752-5528 Free Internet for our guests
www.hotelateliedelmar.com info@hotelateliedelmar.com

Reservations:
L ’ Elegance
Guatemala City

Tel: 2368-3684

pezdeoro@intelnett.com

Monterrico:
5232-9534

Monterrico Beach, Taxisco

www.pezdeoro.com

Never tell your resolution beforehand,
or it’s twice as onerous a duty. —John Selden

If “ifs” and “buts” were candy and nuts, wouldn’t
it be a Merry Christmas? —Don Meredith

On the beach...
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT

BUNGALOWS - POOLS
MONTERRICO, km 8, hacia HAWAII www.hotelhonolulu.com.gt
Reservations: 4005-0500, 4503-0386 honoluluhotel@gmail.com

Eco Hotel
Playa Quilombo

Beyond passion...

de Cucurumbé
Barra El Jiote - Moyuta
www.playaquilombo.net
5206-7984 2232-6879

We spend January 1 walking through our lives,
room by room, drawing up a list of work to be
done, cracks to be patched. Maybe this year,
to balance the list, we ought to walk through
the rooms of our lives... not looking for flaws,
but for potential. —Ellen Goodman

Page-by-page online: revuemag.com

www.casabellamonterrico.com
Tels: 5907-2552, 7821-3088 ~ bramishka@yahoo.com
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Virgin of Guadalupe

cont. from page 11

No surprise to Juan Diego, the archbishop didn’t believe him. He demanded proof.
Crushed, feeling he’d failed, Juan Diego
thought to avoid the virgin when he passed
the hill again on December 12, seeking the
priest’s help for his ailing uncle. But indeed
Mary appeared to him again. He said, “Look,
choose someone else, maybe a noble. I’m a
very humble man; why should he listen to
me?”
The Virgin said, “Not to worry. Go behind the hills and pick some roses.”
“But it’s winter. There are no roses,” he
argued.
“Go,” she said, and he did, and sure
enough—roses!
Trembling, Juan Diego gathered all he
could into his tilma, his typical tunic-like
wrap, and took them to show her. Pleased,
she smiled and said, “Now go and show
them to the archbishop.” When he opened
the tilma to spill the miraculous roses, an
image of the Virgin appeared on the cloth.
The amazed Bishop Zumarraga spread the
news and began building a small, simple
church in which to put the tilma.
The guide is up front in acknowledging
the controversies over the story but leaves it
to the individual to apply the information
according to personal conviction. Truth is,
research shows pages of reports of scientific
analyses on the image. Widely reported are
those of Nobel Prize winner Jewish chemist,
Richard Kuhn, who tested a sample of the
piece in 1936 and concluded finding no dye
of vegetable, mineral or animal origin nor of
the known 111 elements. Later scientists disputed the claim and reported findings consistent with materials used in the 16th century.
Some tests revealed iridescence in the colors.
Laser tests indicated that the image hovers
104 » revuemag.com

somehow over the fabric. Infrared tests
showed no trace of paint. “Painted or not, it
is the original.” The guide leaves it at that.
The cloth itself has been accepted as
made from cactus plant fibers dating to the
16th century, but that too has been challenged, identifying hemp and linen instead.
Cactus fiber normally lasts only 20-25 years.
But, although unprotected for 116 years
before being framed under glass, the tilma
of Juan Diego, as vivid as ever, celebrates
its 479th anniversary this year, having survived trauma such as acid spills and close-by
explosions that mutilated marble steps and
bent a brass crucifix.
So the mystery doesn’t go away and continues to attract the foes and the faithful. The
estimated 10 million visits each year number
second only to those of the Vatican in pilgrimage sites. A steady stream of visitors ride
by on four lanes of conveyors to look up at
the gold-framed image on cactus cloth.
The little church on the hill was replaced
with a large one below in 1709. Just inside the entrance is a life-size bronze statue
of Juan Diego wearing the tilma with the
etched image, tied like a toga over his left
shoulder. At the adjacent newer, yet larger
basilica that seats 10,000, Pope John Paul
II, whose bronze statue stands on the plaza,
canonized him a saint in 2002, two days
after the canonization ceremony in Guatemala City for Hermano Pedro de Betancur.
“But most important to remember,”
the guide tells his group emphatically, “is
that, thanks to that symbol, the Indians
had something of their own.” She was their
virgin, with dark skin and who spoke to

COBÁN « TECPÁN
Hotel • Restaurant
Conference rooms
Zoo • Gymnasium
Private parking
www.parkhotelresort.com
Santa Cruz Verapaz, A.V. Km. 196.5
Carr. to Cobán TelFax: 7952-0807, 7952-0809 /10 /31

n
á
p
n
c
e
T
Tel: 7840-4147
www.molinohelvetia.com

“A special place
for your comfort”
www.casadelbosque.net

reservaciones@casadelbosque.net
Km 218 a San Juan Chamelco (after Exxon station take the
Terracería road) Tels: 5201-1255, 5700-8068, 5581-5666

Juan Diego in his own Nahuatl language.
It has been suggested that in identifying
herself she used the word coatlaxopeuh,
which phonetically sounds like ‘quatlasupe’
and may have been misinterpreted as Guadalupe, the village in Spain with its own
virgin. The Nahuatl word may be translated as crushing the serpent’s head, a biblical
term for conquering evil. She is beloved and
the Queen of Mexico.
According to a bulletin of the Center of
Folkloric Studies of the University of San
Carlos, church archives indicate that the
first image of the Virgin of Guadalupe crafted in Mexico was brought to Guatemala
by Mercedarian clergy and a chapel built
for it in 1580. In Guatemala today the Virgin of Guadalupe is endeared as assimilating the indigenous sectors and is honored
in processions by the children in traditional
dress on December 12.

Restaurant & Delicatessen
Km. 86.5 Carretera
Interamericana, Tecpán Tel: (502) 7840-3806

Km. 90 carretera a Santa Apolonia, Tecpán
Tel: 7840-3055 elpedregaltecpan@yahoo.com

restecpan@ahumadoskatok.com
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EL PETÉN
Hotel y Dormitorio Ecológico. Restaurante

Mon ami

Tours to arq. sites Yaxhá & Nakum 4x4 vehicle.
Tickets for Tikal, Belize, Chetumal & Palenque
Next to the Biotopo Cahuí, El Remate, Flores
Petén Tels: 7928-8413, 5805-4868

hotelmonami@hotmail.com www.hotelmonami.com

Tranquility & Comfort in the Heart of the Mayan World

Posada del Cerro
directa vecindad con el / next to:

Biotopo Cerro Cahuí

El Remate, Flores, Petén
Tels: 5376-8722, 5305-1717
www.posadadelcerro.com

ho t e l & r e s tau r a n t

La Mesa de Los Mayas

Single, double & triple clean rooms.
Air conditioned, prívate bath, hot wáter.
Cable TV. Variety of Typica food.
Family & quiet ambiance.

 7867-5268  mesamayas@hotmail.com

hotel

www.hotelcasamelia.com www.mayanheartworld.net
Calle La Unión, Flores, Petén
Tels: (502) 824-3328,
666-2657, 669-8821
Tels: 7867-5430, 7867-5433
email: restaurantecasamelia@gmail.com
New Year’s eve is like every other night;
there is no pause in the march of the universe,
no breathless moment of silence among created
things that the passage of another twelve months
may be noted; and yet no man has quite the same
thoughts this evening that come with the coming
of darkness on other nights.
—Hamilton Wright Mabie

Business Directory! revuemag.com/links
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Tikal is prominent at international trade shows
(Becky Harris / Viaventure)

Guatemala goes global
at world travel shows

L

ondon, Marrakech and Barcelona
all had a taste of Guatemala recently
through booths at international travel shows.
Representing the country’s tourism interests at the annual World Travel Market in
London were INGUAT, Guatemala’s government-operated tourism office, SinFronteras, and Viaventure, a 10-year-old tour
operator based in La Antigua Guatemala.
The premier global event for the travel
and tourism industry, the World Travel
Market is a four-day exhibition. Almost
46,000 senior travel industry professionals,
government ministers and international
press attend every November to network,

RÍO DULCE « iZABAL
Come & Relax in your Tropical Resort
• Comfortable rustic wooden bungalows
with AC, some built over the water
• Bar & Restaurant
• Swimming pool
• Tennis court

Located on a beautiful island on the Río Dulce

Catamaran
Island

Reservaciones:
Tels: +1(502) 4145-3901
5847-8060 Fax: 7930-5492
email: catamaran@itelgua.com
www.catamaranisland.com

HACIENDA TIJAX
Ecolodge & Marina

río dulce

Tels: 7930-5505/07
info@tijax.com
Waterfront Cabañas • Full Service
Marina • Restaurant & Bar • Swimming
Pool • Eco-Farm • Reforestation Project
• Jungle Sky Trail • Bird Watching •
Horseback Riding • Tours & Day Sail
and More...

www.tijax.com

INGUAT promotes Guatemala at last month’s
World Travel Market in London.

negotiate and discover the latest industry
opinions and trends.
From London, Viaventure founder and
marketing director Becky Harris traveled
to Morocco for the exclusive PURE Life
Experiences, the world’s leading networking platform and marketplace for the
active-travel economy.
Harris then headed to Barcelona for
EIBTM, the leading global event for the
meetings and events industry. The event
delivered three days of focused access to a
dynamic business environment, thoughtprovoking professional education and business networks for exhibitors, hosted buyers
and trade visitors.

BRUNO’S
has EVERYTHING for
Boaters and Travellers:

Marina • Restaurant • Sports Bar • Hotel
Swimming Pool • River Tours • Rental Cars
Charter Cruises • U.S. Sat. TV • 24-hour Security
Easy town access • Internet Café/Communications
Chandlery • Wood & Welding Shop • Sail Loft
Hot Showers • Trash Service • Ice (block & cube)
Contact us at Tel: (++502) 7930-5174
TelFax: 7930-5175 E-Mail: rio@guate.net.gt
• Great homemade food
• Charming Hotel
• Swimming in River
• Kayaking to Castillo

Tel: 5306-6432
www.tortugal.com
Time has no divisions to mark its passage, there
is never a thunderstorm or blare of trumpets to
announce the beginning of a new month or year.
Even when a new century begins it is only we
mortals who ring bells and fire off pistols.
—Thomas Mann

REVUE tiene la distribución más efectiva
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your Classified Ad in 20,000 Revue magazines for only Q120
More information: 7931-4500 or classifieds@revuemag.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

SWEETWATER GROUP OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: Meets
every Saturday 12 noon & Wed. 12 noon at Hacienda
Tijax, Río Dulce, Izabal. Tels: 5902-7825, 5201-5361.
AA OPEN MEETINGS IN ENGLISH IN ANTIGUA: Mon. 6-7pm
Discussion & Thurs. 6-7pm Step/Big Book (Doña Luisa’s
Restaurant 2nd floor, 4a calle oriente #12). www.antiguaguatemalaaa.org
CLUB ROTARIO: Meets every Wednesday 7pm at Porta
Hotel Antigua. (Last Wed. of the month, please call
Flor) Tel: 7832-7600.
THE LIGHT OF GOD IS IN EVERYONE: Join us for silent meeting in the manner of friends (Quakers) on the first Sundays of the month. Contacts: 7849-5970, 7832-5653
mardugan@earthlink.net progresa3@gmail.com
PANAJACHEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP: Lake Atitlán’s Englishlanguage church meets Sundays, 9am at member households. Visitors welcome! More info. 7762-1581 (Wayne)
ST. MARKS ECUMENICAL CHURCH SERVICE IN ENGLISH. Sundays 11:30am. Chapel of Obras Sociales del Hermano
Pedro, corner 6a calle & 3a av., La Antigua. Tel: 52931076, 5492-5707.
NEW LIFE & PEACE FELLOWSHIP: English & Spanish Service,
Sun. 10:30am, Wed. 7pm Bible studies & youth groups
(Spanish). San Pedro El Panorama, Lote 10 Sección D,
La Antigua. Tels: 7821-0742, 5042-0159.

DR. BOCALETTI, Family Practioner, Tropical Disease Diploma: Attention to adults & children, vaccinations,
Spanish, English spoken. Pap smears done by female
technician, Mon-Fri mornings/afternoons, also; Massage Therapy. 3a. av. norte #1, La Antigua (behind the
Cathedral) Tel. 7832-4835.
CENTRO DE PARTO NATURAL: 15 years of water birth in
Guatemala! German midwife attended. Natural birth,
routine gynecology, contraception, birth preparation,
first aid, NBCA. Info: 5709-2308, e-mail hannahcdp@
gmail.com Guatemala City, house calls in La Antigua.

VIDA REAL CHURCH - JOIN US FOR AN EXPERIENCE WITH GOD:
Sundays: Hotel Casa Santo Domingo, auditorium Los
Atrios, 9:30-10:30am, simultaneous translation. 11am12:30pm. Special program for children.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER & help creating a manual to make handicrafts of recycled materials & generate job sources for very poor families, or teach English,
Bible studies & other things to children of the area
(Santa Lucía Milpas Altas). We give motivation. Contact: manualidadesdemihermano@yahoo.com.mx

PHOTOGRAPHERS!

If you would like to participate in the 8th ANNUAL PHOTO ISSUE
of the January, 2011 REVUE, please send your HI-RES photos
with caption/location and your name and website for the
credit line to: photos@revuemag.com
no later than December 10, 2010
Thank you, we look forward to another batch
of incredible images. —REVUE staff
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HEALING HANDS THERAPY SPA: Physical therapy, deep tissue massage therapy, full service spa. Owned and operated by US licensed physical therapist. 3a av. norte #20A
Call Micky Morrison for appt 7832-1648, 5393-2311.

FOR SALE
AUDI A858, MODEL 98, FULLY EQUIPPED, leather upholstery,
sunroof, 4 extra rings, electric seats, A/C, automatic.
Q65,000, negotiable. Contact borbeka@hotmail.com
or 5796-2325.
SHORTWAVE RADIO: Grundig YB 400PE, new in box. $125
or best offer. mabean@conexion.com
ROMPECABEZAS, CUSTOM MADE JIGSAW PUZZLES of Lake
Atitlán and Antigua, made of high quality 1/4” wood
and aluminum in original trays. Tel: 5499-9195. E-mail:
nathan@copiboy.com
BLUEBERRIES/ARÁNDANO AZUL: Organic, super tasty and
very healthy. Orgánicos, dulces y muy saludables. Tels:
7831-5799, 5671-9530.
TREADMILL - Slightly used NordicTrack C2200 treadmill.
Was $1,000 brand new, now only $600. Space Saver
model folds up to save room. Power incline, programmable workouts, full electronic read-out, fan, heart
rate monitor and impact reduction Dura-Soft III. Call
7931-4500 for demonstration.
CHRISTMAS ITEMS including artificial trees, decorations,
wrapping paper, wreaths and MORE! Unidos para los
Animales (United for Animals), an animal rescue group
based in Antigua, has two resale shops with LOTS of
new goodies just in time for the holidays! We also have
a good variety of used books, furniture, clothes, suitcases, kitchen goods, glassware and so much more!
Donations of gently used items are always appreciated! 6 calle poniente #2 and our new location at 3 av.
sur #4-A. Call 7931-4500 for more information.

CLASSIFIEDS

LA BIBLIOTECA

5a Av N. #2 (2nd floor), on the park, La Antigua
Community Library -- 5000 visits per month.
Administered by the Fundación Cultural Duane Carter
— Donations gratefully accepted —
fcdcantigua@hotmail.com
Tels: 7832-8381, 7832-8384 Fax: 7832-3651

Visas & Residencies • Legal Advice
Work Permits • Companies & Off Shore
Trademark • Translations
• Guatemala City: 12 c. 1-25 z. 10 Géminis 10, Torre Sur,
11 floor, office #1111 Tels. 2335-3031, 2335-2849
• La Antigua: 5a av. sur #6, interior 1, Restaurante Monoloco,
Tels. 7832-4216 / 7832-4195

info@immigrationguate.com / www.immigrationguate.com

New & Used
Books
in English and Spanish
Babysitting Service for your Pet.
Registered Establishment with lots of T.L.C.
Call: 2478-1649

Large selection of
T-SHIRTS
5a avenida on the park, La Antigua

What is the greatest thing
you would do for love?
A great new book.
Check it out at:

www.nilobuddha.com
He believes that marriage and a career don’t mix.
So after the wedding he plans to quit his job.

Nothing sucks more than that moment during an
argument when you realize you’re wrong.

For Sale: DANCING SANTA FIGURE looking for a good
home. Must love the holidays, reindeer, cookies and
traveling around the world with jolly old men. If interested, come see me at the Unidos para los Animales
resale shop located at 3 av. sur #4-A. (I’ll be the one
in the red suit.)
I can’t remember the last time I wasn’t
at least kind of tired. —George Burns

Highest circulation/lowest price-per-unit
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INSTRUCTION

FUN STUFF

Horseback Riding, English Equitation Classes: from
beginner to intermediate level. Taught by English instructress. See also ad under “Fun Stuff” - Ravenscroft
Riding Stables. New Tel #: 7830-6669, 5408-7057.

RAVENSCROFT RIDING STABLES: Tel#: 7830-6669 54087057 (English owners) 2a av. sur. #3, San Juan del Obispo (2 miles south of Antigua). English (European) style
riding on fit, well-trained horses. Accompanied scenic
rides & equitation lessons from beginner to intermediate level, intensive courses our speciality. Boots & helmets provided. Please call for reservations & more info.

MEDITATION COURSE, Primordial sound by certified instructor from the Deepak Chopra Center (Calif.). For
more info. please call or drop by (mornings only), Tel:
7832-0245, 2a calle oriente #6, ask for Cynthia. Classes
in English or Spanish.
Piano & theory lessons in Antigua for children and
adults; all levels by professional musician. FrenchEnglish-Spanish speaker arteantiqua@yahoo.com Tel:
5297-5481.
CLASES DE ITALIANO a domicilio para niños y adultos. Tel:
5304-4582/Brenda.

¡FOTÓGRAFOS!
Si quiere participar en la
8a edición anual de fotografía
de REVUE en enero 2011, por favor
envíe sus fotografías en alta resolución
con el título/lugar, su nombre, sitio web
o como desea que aparezca el crédito a:
fotos@revuemag.com
no más tarde que dic. 10, 2010

Enjoying your time in Guatemala?
Want to give something back?

WINGS provides educational talks and information,
financial resources and access to reproductive health
services for low-income, rural and indigenous Guatemalans. We help Guatemalans have the opportunity to
make informed choices about their reproductive health
and so improve their quality of life.

Our three main programs are:
* Family Planning
* Youth Reproductive Health Education
* Cervical Cancer Screening
Please support our work with a donation

$25 provides all reproductive health education materials to fully
train five men in our new WINGS for MEN project.
$75 provides cervical cancer detection and treatment for five women.
$100 provides all educational materials to fully train one teen to
become a health peer educator.
Donate online at: www.wingsguate.org
or email us: info@wingsguate.org
WINGS is a U.S. registered, 501(3) non-profit organization
based in La Antigua Guatemala.

Revue: 20,000 magazines
monthly with extensive
country-wide distribution
publicidad@revuemag.com
110 » revuemag.com

FREE TOUR AROUND MACADAMIA FARM! Free samples of our
chocolates, nuts, etc. Free facials with our cosmetic products. Learn & contribute to our sustainable development
project. Call or e-mail for reservations exvalhalla@gmail.
com 7831-5799, 5889-4925, 5671-9530/English.
MAYAN SPIRIT WORLD ADVENTURES, make that connection! Get INTO the real Guatemala and the Mayan
world instead of just skimming the surface. Also: hiking, caving, swimming, tubing. A very unique place!
www.dearbrutus.com/donjeronimo
HOLIDAY GARAGE SALE, Sunshinetenango (a U.S. N.G.O.)
will continue to help Guatemalans in their struggle for
a better future. Fri. Dec 10, 10am-4pm & Sat. Dec. 11,
10am-4pm. 7a av. norte #25, La Antigua. Tels: Karen
5313-0458, Sarah 7832-3555.

TRAVEL
6-day Hike to El Mirador only US$100! Native English
speaking volunteer guide, food and transport from
Flores included. Also hikes to Río Azul, Calakmul, “Site
Q” and canoe trips on San Pedro and Usumacinta rivers. Survival courses and specialized expeditions to
(almost) unknown Maya ruins. elmiradorhike@gmail.
com Tel: 5522-6499.

CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

SERVICES

CHRISTMAS SEASON IN ANTIGUA, We offer catering service
in our beautiful gardens. Also offering Christmas dinners to take home. For more info. call 7832-1118.

HI-TECH REPAIR, SUPPORT AND SALE: Digital cameras,
iPods, computers, Windows, Mac, laptops, desktops. Virus problems and upgrades. Enlaces, 6a av.
norte #1, La Antigua. Tel: 7832-5555.

SWORN (LEGAL) TRANSLATOR: Legal and free translations,
Spanish/English. Tels 2261-0792, 5417-9079. We also work
ads in FREEHAND AND PHOTOSHOP in both languages.
Large appliance repair: washer/dryer, stove, etc. Ya
no busque quien repare su lavadora, secadora o
estufa eléctrica, yo se la reparo en su casa. Llámeme:
5852-2617, Oscar Chacón. Trabajos garantizados.
INTERIOR DECORATION: Mezzanine Home blends modern
& contemporary furnishings with traditional & antique
décor, creating unique interior designs with a strong
sense of style and local heritage, each with its own
unique inimitable beauty. www.mezzaninehome.com
mezzaninehome@gmail.com Tel: 4472-4242.
STERLING FOUNDRY: Fine arts & architectural bronze
casting. Lost wax ceramic shell & sand casting. Quality & service. Call Gregorio (Spanish) Tels: 5965-4093,
7943-9750, 7943-9393 or Rae (English). Tels: 78824282, 5490-8905.

RETIRED U.S. TAX SPECIALIST: Now residing in Guatemala,
accepting new clients living in Central America who
want to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax obligation. 24
years experience in individual and corporate tax planning and preparation. Contact: Steven Pittser, email:
stevenpittser@yahoo.com or Tel: (502) 4374-1199.
INTERNET SERVICE: No contracts-immediate connection.
Fast & reliable internet for your home, apartment or
business. Choice of speeds, no downtime, Skype active. Antigua, San Pedro las Huertas, San Pedro el Alto,
Ciudad Vieja, Jocotenango, all surrounding areas &
any condominio. Daily, weekly or monthly accounts.
7-day customer support. Tel: (502) 5777-6675, www.
veridas.com

EMPLOYMENT

IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE

International Antigua-based inbound tour operator
is seeking BILINGUAL SALES & OPERATIONAL STAFF. Good
income possibilities, mid- to long-term commitment
only. Experience in the tourism industry desirable but
not essential. Please send CV to hr@viaventure.com

SE BUSCA EJECUTIVO(A) DE VENTAS CON EXPERIENCIA.
Enviar CV a: ventas@revuemag.com

Famous Pacific Coast Beachfront hotel is looking for
an Assistant Manager. Hard worker fluent in Spanish +
conversational English (French would be great). Basic
technical knowledge. Experienced in working in Guatemala. This position implies autonomy and sense of
responsibility. 18-24 months commitment. Food and
lodging supplied. Please send CV and motivation letter to: job1@hotel.isleta-de-gaia.com

JOSÉ CAAL will advise on your Visa Extensions

AWARE (Animal Welfare
Association-Rescue/Education)
is a non-profit NGO registered
in Guatemala with 501(c)3
status in the U.S. that cares for
stray animals and finds loving
and responsible pet owners to
adopt them.
AWARE has a 10-acre site with a spay/neuter clinic in
Sumpago, which is home to about 270 dogs and 70 cats.
Public education is an important objective of AWARE and
long- and short-term volunteers are urgently needed.
Donations of cash, dog and cat food, metal food bowls,
towels and building materials are always welcome as are
used books and gently-worn clothing for our resale shop.
For more information call Xenii at
7833-1639/5401-3148 or visit
www.animalaware.org

FOOD & LODGING
ROOMS WITH SHARED BATH AND KITCHEN at CasaSito Volunteers’ House – Antigua, 7a av. norte. Price: Q1,000 p/p
for 2 weeks, Q1,500/mo. p/p for single room, Q1,100/mo.
p/p for double room, includes internet/wireless and water/coffee/tea. CasaSito Volunteers’ House is a charity
project, all proceeds are used to support the education
program of Chocantariy Nursery. Info: www.casasito.
org or call 5993-1633.
HOTEL CHALET SUIZO, 7a avenida 14-34, z. 1, Centro
Histórico, Guatemala City. Comfortable rooms w/private bath, very economic & hygienic. Familiar environment, very quiet. WiFi. Parking lot & restaurant. Tels:
2251-3786, 2232-0429.

Just tell ‘em, “lo vi en la revista REVUE”
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Tels: 5993-8844, 4905-0192
3a calle oriente #15, La Antigua
solutionsantigua@yahoo.com
inmueblesantigua@gmail.com

www.grupoantigua.260mb.com

My friend has a baby. I’m recording all the noises
he makes so later I can ask him what he meant.
—Steven Wright

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

Ahhh. A man with a sharp wit. Someone ought
to take it away from him before he cuts himself.
—Peter da Silva

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

ANTIGUA AREA

ANTIGUA AREA

WALLED 10x20 METER LOT WITH A RUSTIC 2 BDRM HOUSE, El
Panorama area. Internet, telephone, cable. Room for
car and pets. Q1800 per month. Tel: 7934-6194.

2 ROOMS WITH BATH EACH, in a secure & gated compound. Covered pool, garden, livrm/kit comb. Parking. Refrigerator. Furniture. Cable TV. Q1,500 each or
Q2,000 for both. Tel: 7934-6194.

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT, Furnished & equipped for couple. 2 bath w/shower each w/closets, liv/dinrm, kit,
cable TV. Maid & laundry service incl. Also 2 studios for
rent. Calle de los Pasos #32A & 6a calle poniente #42.
No comisionistas. Tels: 7832-2750, 4442-4827.
ARCHITECTURALLY UNIQUE CIRCULAR HOUSE in El Panorama. Recently renovated, 200m² of construction. 3
bdrm, 2 bath, fireplace. 150m² sundeck with a beautiful view of Volcán de Agua. Carport, large garden.
$465/mo. Tel: 7832-0672.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT: Small 1 bdrm, fully furnished.
Also 1 with a large bedroom. Fully furnished, cable,
WiFi, access to laundry. No pets. Call Ana 5501-1101.
BEAUTIFUL APARTMENTS: 2 bdrm, liv, din, laundry, fullyequipped kit, 2½ bath, cable TV, WiFi, 24-hour security, cleaning service. 4 blocks from the park. Daily,
weekly or monthly. arteceramico12@hotmail.com Tel:
7832-7141, 5096-6740.
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Email:

See our ad in Revue
c.johnson

Telephone: 5555 5555
Email: casantigu@com

BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED APARTMENT: Very exclusive area,
2 bdrm w/bath, hot water, liv/din, fully-equipped kit,
cable TV, internet, family livrm, fireplace, terrace, laundry, garage. Tels: 5578-4739, 5910-2615, 7832-7036.
BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT: Exclusive & secure area, quiet.
Fully-furnished, 2 bdrm, liv, fireplace, kitchen, garden,
bath/hot water. Surrounded by trees, a special place!
Info: 7934-6258, 5208-6202.
LAS GOLONDRINAS APARTMENTS: Antigua G., bedrooms:
cable TV, private hot showers; apartments with complete kitchen, Wifi. “Different sizes-different prices”.
Daniel Ramírez Ríos. Tels.: 7832-3343, 5713-6429 drrios@intelnet.net.gt www.lasgolondrinasapts.info
APARTMENTS IN EXCLUSIVE AREA: 5 blocks from central
park. 1 or 2 bdrm, liv, din, kit. 1 or 2 bath, cable TV, internet, hot water. Fully furnished & equipped, laundry
rm. Weekly maid service. Security. Tel: 5306-0427.

Revue Online Business Directory
Hundreds of Guatemalan websites are one click away...
Shopping, Services, Lodging, Dining, Medical, Travel, etc.

http://revuemag.com/links/
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REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

ANTIGUA AREA

SANTA LUCÍA MILPAS ALTAS

ROOMS in a traditional private home in the heart of
Antigua. Rooms are spacious and open onto the courtyard. Each is tastefully appointed with quality bedding, linens and full bath facilities. $100/wk, includes
continental breakfast. www.lospasosguesthouse.com
Tel: 5297-5481.

NEW FURNISHED HOUSE, IDEAL FOR SHARING: 4 bdrm, each
w/private bath. Ecological, peaceful & secure area.
Easy access, all services. 5 min from La Antigua by car.
Contact: manualidadesdemihermano@yahoo.com.mx

APARTAMENTO AMUEBLADO para 1 ó 2 personas, incluye
agua y luz. 5 cuadras del parque central. Q2,000.
FURNISHED APARTMENT for 1 or 2 persons, 5 blocks from
Central Park. Q2,000. Services incld. chiquiurias@hotmail.com (English) or tel: 5362-5890 (Español).

Between Panajachel - Santa Catarina, 2 bdrm house,
and/or 1 bdrm apartment. Views, furnished, telephone, parking, lake access, phone-cable-internet
available, LT $500 / $375. Tel: 5932-5963.

FULLY-FURNISHED LOFT APARTMENTS: A few minutes from
the centre of La Antigua. Each one w/ balcony & stunning view of the 3 volcanoes. Livrm, dinrm, equipped
kit, 2 bathrm, cozy bdrm, mezzanine. Internet & cable TV. www.aptosanbartolo.com.gt Tels: 7832-7452,
4739-1625, rents@aptosanbartolo.com.gt
3 blocks from Central Park: 220m² of construction or
up to more than 1,500m². Ideal for business or franchise. Long term rent only. elretiro7@hotmail.com
4071-9275.

Just tell ‘em, “lo vi en la revista REVUE”

LAKE ATITLÁN

ATITLÁN SOLUTIONS, the real estate company of Lake Atitlán. Serving the area for 20 years in building, renting,
managing, lakefront personal and commercial properties, while also providing legal expertise. Call Armand
5493-6161, www.rentalsatitlan.com

SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR
APARTMENT IN EXCELLENT LOCATION SAN SALVADOR: Furnished, 3 rooms, social area, pool, close to shops, restaurants, etc. Se alquila apartamento amueblado en
zona exclusiva en San Salvador, cerca de centros comerciales, restaurantes, etc. 3 habitaciones, área social,
piscina. $900/mensual/monthly. Contact (503)25410293, aebr66@yahoo.com
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REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE
LAKE ATITLÁN
BARGAIN! House/Registered restaurant in San Andrés
Semetabaj. Equipped with all services. Area 4,243mt²,
400m² of construction. $250,000 neg. Info: 7762-1229
atitlaninvestments@gmail.com
BARGAIN! FARM WITH FOREST, registered, panoramic
view to lake and volcanoes. In Santa Cruz La Laguna,
68 cuerdas. Light & water. $140,000 negotiable. Info:
7762-1229 atitlaninvestments@gmail.com
EUROPEAN INVESTORS are looking to acquire land/property in the Lake Atitlán area. Owners or agents please
call: 5598-5677. INVERSIONISTAS EUROPEOS buscan terrenos/casa en el área del Lago de Atitlán. Propietarios
o agentes por favor contáctenos al teléfono: 5598-5677.
ATITLÁN SOLUTIONS, the real estate company of Lake Atitlán. Serving the area for 20 years in building, selling,
managing, lakefront personal and commercial properties, while also providing legal expertise. Call Armand
5493-6161, www.realestateatitlan.com
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
VERY FAMOUS & SUCCESSFUL RESTAURANT/BAR FOR SALE IN
LA ANTIGUA GUATEMALA: Promoted within Worldwide
Travel Guide Books including The Lonely Planet/
Rough Guide. The restaurant has 115 seats on 2 levels
including a Terrace Bar with magnificent views of the
city & surrounding volcanoes. This is a favorite restaurant of both local & international clients with a broad
menu that caters to all! Priced to sell with a two-year
return on your investment. Email: tmerpaw@msn.com
PANAJACHEL CÉNTRICO Vendo Fonda del Sol. Incluye hotel casa y locales comerciales, totalmente equipados
y funcionando. Interesados Tel: 5936-1099 or see our
website: www.hotelfondadelsol.com
KEY LEASE FOR RISTORANT E PIZZERIA NAPOLI, several meters from La Antigua’s Central Park. Restaurant, hotel
& a place to live. 40-years of accreditation. Totally
equipped (water, electricity, cable) Tel: 7832-2769.
RESTAURANT KEY LEASE, beautiful restaurant & coffee bar
in the center of Panajachel. Furnished/Unfurnished.
Contact borbeka@hotmail.com or 5796-2325.

REAL ESTATE

Your Real Estate Team in Antigua
Home, Business, Property Management

www.teamantigua.com
Calle del Espíritu Santo #37A, La Antigua
7832-7600 or 7832-7412 • info@teamantigua.com

Property Measurements

1 Caballería = 45.12 Hectares
1 Hectare = 2.4 Acres = 1.43 Manzanas
1 Manzana = 1.7 Acres = 6 Cuerdas
1 Manzana = 6988 mts2 = 10,000 varas2
1 mt2 = 1.431 vara2 = 1.197 yards2
By trying we can easily learn to endure adversity.
Another man’s, I mean. —Mark Twain

ANTIGUA REAL ESTATE
A new concept of real estate agency in Antigua
Open Mon - Sat from 8:00am to 6:00pm
4a calle oriente #4, La Antigua TelFax: 7832-3833
antiguarealestate@hotmail.com

Two paradoxes are better than one; they may
even suggest a solution. —Edward Teller

ARCHITECTURE and CONSTRUCTION
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Tune in to your memories.
Our music, our radio.
Teléfono 7832 7080
cabina@antiguafm.net
info@antiguafm.net
www.antiguafm.net
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el salvador

Red, ripe coffee beans —Lena Johannessen
For Rent:
APARTMENT IN EXCELLENT LOCATION, SAN SALVADOR
Furnished, 3 rooms, social area, pool,
close to shops, restaurants, etc.
Se alquila apartamento amueblado en zona exclusiva en San
Salvador, cerca de centros comerciales, restaurantes, etc.
3 habitaciones, área social, piscina.
$900/mensual/monthly. (503)2541-0293, aebr66@yahoo.com

EL SALVADOR REVUE OFFICE General Manager, Lena Johannessen Tel: (503) 7981-4517 elsalvador@revuemag.com
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He who breaks a
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—Henry Ward Beecher
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was the night before Christmas
and all through the casa,

Not a creature was stirring ¡Caramba! ¿Qué pasa?
Los niños were tucked away in their camas,
Some in long underwear, some in pijamas,
While hanging the stockings with mucho cuidado,
In hopes that old Santa would feel obligado,
To bring all children, both buenos and malos,
A nice batch of dulces and other regalos.
Outside in the yard there arose un gran grito,
and I jumped to my feet like a frightened cabrito.
I ran to the window and looked out afuera,
And who in the world do you think that it era?
Saint Nick in a sleigh and a big red sombrero,
Came dashing along like a loco bombero.
And pulling his sleigh instead of venados,
Were eight little burros approaching volando.
I watched as they came and this quaint little hombre,
Was shouting and whistling and calling by nombre:
“Ay Pancho, ay Pepe, ay Cuco, ay Beto,
ay Chato, ay Chopo, Maruco, y Nieto!”
Then standing erect with his hands on his pecho,
He flew to the top of our very own techo,
With his round little belly like a bowl of jalea,
He struggled to squeeze down our old chimenea.
Then huffing and puffing at last in our sala,
With soot smeared all over his red suit de gala,
He filled all the stockings with lively regalos,
None for the niños that had been very malos.
Then chuckling aloud, seeming very contento,
He turned like a flash and was gone como el viento,
And I heard him exclaim, y ¡esto es verdad!
Merry Christmas to all, ¡y Feliz Navidad!
Editor’s note: No one seems to know for sure who wrote this Spanglish version of
the poem. We’ve re-printed it a few times over the years, and still find it amusing.
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